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The editors deserve much praise for their efforts. Often in works 
of this kind the reader is baffled by an imposing array of footnotes; 
such is not the case here. Perhaps a few more might have been in 
order, such a s  a note on Cassius Clay (p. 189) and one to clarify lines 
five and six on page 152. It was not the “Alien and Sedition Law” 
under which Matthew Lyon was jailed, but the Sedition Act (p. xvi). 
The introduction is quite helpful, as is the index. The book is valuable 
for an understanding of both early papermaking and frontier society. 

Vincennes University Chelsea L. Lawlis 

“Sumet” Cox: Irrepressible Demoorat. By David Lindsey. (Detroit: 
Wayne State University Press, 1959. Pp. xx, 323. Frontispiece, 
notes, bibliography, index. $5.00.) 

David Lindsey has written a lively and significant life of Samuel 
Sullivan Cox, better known as “Sunset” Cox, whose political career 
spanned most of the latter half of the nineteenth century. As a Demo- 
crat, Cox was elected to the United States House of Representatives 
from the Columbus, Ohio, district in 1856 and served continuously from 
1857 until 1865. Gerrymandered out of his position by a hostile Re- 
publican legislature in Ohio in 1865, Cox moved to New York City, 
was again elected to the House of Representatives in 1868, and served 
regularly with but two brief breaks until his death in 1889. Although 
a candidate for the position of speaker on several occasions, Cox 
never received this honor, but he did serve competently as speaker 
pro tem at various times and missed by a hair being chosen permanent 
speaker in 1876. 

Cox was in Congress during the political crisis of the 1850’s, the 
Civil War itself, the political battles of Reconstruction, and the political 
drift of the Gilded Age. He witnessed the spectacular rise of the Re- 
publican party to a quarter century of power. At the same time he 
was a part of the split in his own party with its subsequent eclipse. 
But he was also a part of the slow revival and recovery of the Demo- 
cratic party from the lean years of the war and Reconstruction, and 
he was on hand when the Democrats regained control of the White 
House and Congress in the mid-eighties. 

It is in this political milieu that Cox had three decades of active 
leadership. If he is classifiable a t  all, says Professor Lindsey, “he may 
perhaps be best described as a conservative in the Jeffersonian tradi- 
tion. His was a belief in a simple, modest, frugal federal government 
of strictly limited powers, as defined in the Constitution, coupled with 
respect for states rights and local government where the decisions 
could be made by the people most directly affected” (p. 259). While 
Professor Lindsey feels that i t  is difficult to measure Cox’s influence 
upon the course of American politics from the 1850’s to the 1880’s, he 
does conclude that the course of American public affairs might have 
moved along different lines had Cox not lived during the period. He 
did attempt to prevent secession. Yet despite his compromise efforts, 
when the break in the Union came, he supported the Lincoln adminis- 
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tration in its military efforts even though he deplored the use of armed 
force to pull the Union together again. Yet he wanted no more of war 
than to  restore the Uniog, and thus he opposed efforts at change such 
as the emancipation of slaves and the raising of the tariff. These, he 
argued, were measures of revolution not of restoration. But when Cox 
became convinced that emancipation was not an obstacle to the restora- 
tion of the Union, he moved to support it, although in the end he did 
vote against the Thirteenth Amendment. He opposed Radical Re- 
construction, the disabilities imposed upon the Confederates, the Force 
Bills of 1870-1871, Greenbacks, railroad land grants, and a high tariff. 
He was a champion of a low-tariff policy, resumption, better wages 
and working conditions for letter carriers, and of a Lifesaving Service. 

Grover Cleveland spoke of Cox’s “honorable career” and ‘bseful 
life”; John Hay said about Cox that “few men have ever lived more 
universally loved and admired; few have ever died more sincerely 
mourned” (p. 256) ; and William M. Evarts stated that “through thirty 
years among the eminent men of the Democratic party in the state of 
New York,” there had been “no one that can be fairly considered 
as having been more engaged in public affairs than Mr. Cox” (p. 268). 
Thus Cox deserved a scholarly biography, and Professor Lindsey has 
provided us with one. It is a first-class book, scholarly in every respect 
and thoroughly documented, and Professor Lindsey is to be commended 
for his excellent performance here. The research is sound and is based 
upon extensive work among Cox’s own writings and speeches and upon 
a variety of manuscripts, government documents, party documents, 
newspapers and periodicals, and books, articles, and unpublished dis- 
sertations. Professor Lindsey’s book makes two contributions : one to 
the field of political biography, and another to the general field of 
American politics from the 1850’s until the late 1880’s. It will be useful, 
informative, and entertaining to students of American politics of the 
latter half of the nineteenth century. 

Univerclity of Notre Dame Vincent P. De Santis 

The Making of an American Community: A Case Study of  Democracy 
in a FTontier County. By Merle Curti et  at!. (Stanford, Calif.: 
Stanford University Press, 1959. Pp. vii, 483. Tables, maps, ap- 
pendices, bibliographical notes, index. $8.50.) 

This study of a Wisconsin county is indirectly an outgrowth of 
the work of Frederick Jackson Turner. In  his day, numerous historical 
forces were studied by him, and where possible their presence or in- 
fluence was indicated on maps, perhaps to increase the objectivity of 
his work. He dealt extensively with census statistics, particularly of 
population and agriculture. At various times he expressed his convic- 
tion that the frontier exerted a democratic influence upon the people 
living there. 

One of Turner’s students, Merle Curti, Frederick Jackson Turner 
Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin, directed this 
study and became the principal author of the volume. He consulted the 


