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The Books of a New Nation: United States Government Publications, 
1774-1 814. By J. H. Powell. (Philadelphia : University of Penn- 
sylvania Press, 1957. Pp. 170. Notes, index. $4.50.) 

Strange as it may seem, bibliographers have neglected the signifi- 
cant field of United States government publications during the forma- 
tive period of the Union. In contrast to the many valuable catalogues 
identifying and classifying other kinds of printed materials, the guides 
to the early public documents of this nation are not, in any sense, 
definitive. The author of these essays, John H. Powell, a competent 
historian-librarian, examines the existing state of knowledge concerning 
American legislative journals, declarations, statutes, and reports for 
the years 1774-1814. The standard references, Joseph Sabin, Charles 
Evans, Adolphus W. Greeley, Paul L. and Worthington C. Ford, Ben- 
jamin Perley Poore, the Checklist of 1911, all are found to be incom- 
plete and too often inaccurate. This little book, setting down Mr. 
Powell's Rosenbach lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, is not 
itself a bibliography, but it learnedly discusses the problem and points 
the way for further work in the future. 

The first publication of the Continental Congress, Mr. Powell 
says, was the Association in 1774, calling for American non-importation 
and non-exportation in trade with the mother country. Another intereat- 
ing and influential document of the time was the Rules and Articles 
for  the Better Government of the Troops. Of course, the Declaration 
of Independence was a very important publication and is here expertly 
analyzed from the bibliographical point of view. The author agrees 
with Hazelton and with Boyd that the Declaration was probably not 
signed on July 4, though he admits that the known evidence is not 
conclusive. He proceeds to the early national period where recently 
available records of the Congress are extensively used to show the 
development of a system in governmental publishing. Since almost 
all public documents were printed by Congressional order, the rolee of 
the Clerk of the House and the Secretary of the Senate were central. 
Samuel A. Otis, serving in the latter office for many years, established 
a mode of operations that was both efficient and enduring. 

Pleasingly written and well supported by research, this volume 
will interest librarians and historians. It is hoped that an enter- 
prising librarian, perhaps Mr. Powell himself, will be stimulated to 
compile the bibliography which is now lacking. And it is certain that 
the historian will benefit by Mr. Powell's caveat with respect to the 
older aids now on the shelves. 

Indiana University Maurice G. Baxter 

F m  Crisis, 1919-1928. By James 11. Shideler. (Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 1957. Pp. x, 345. Notes, index. $5.00.) 

This book describes the period of greatest agrarian discontent be- 
tween the Progressive movement and the depression of 1929. The four 
years after World War I, so ably described by Professor Shideler. were 




