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Among these are the Newberry Library Conference on Indian
Studies and the formation of the Ohio Valley Historic Indian
Conference (now the American Indian Ethnohistoric Con-
ference) and the establishment of its journal, Ethnohistory.
This book is a significant third step. May it inspire many
more.

Miami University Dwight L. Smith

The Circle: “The Center of Our Universe.”” By Ernestine
Bradford Rose. (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Soc-
iety, 1957. Pp. 97. Frontispiece, illustrations, bibliog-
graphy, index. $1.00.)

The author states in the preface that her purpose is merely
to trace the history of the Indianapolis Monument Circle by
recalling some of the institutions which were located there,
interesting events, and outstanding personalities that have
made up its past.

Alexander Ralston, who had helped Pierre I’Enfant lay
out the City of Washington, designed the plat and planned the
Circle which was known from the beginning as Governor’s
Circle because the Governor’s Mansion was to be erected
there. A large, square, two story, yellow brick building sur-
rounded by a rail fence was the Governor’s Mansion, but in
name only, for no governor ever lived there.

One chapter, “Round and Round the Circle to 1870,” in-
cludes a plat and descriptions of many of the early buildings.
Among these were residences of early citizens, five churches,
three schools, two newspapers, a fire station, and a livery
stable. Another chapter is devoted to the Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Monument which was erected to honor the heroes of
the Civil War and which is described as the heart of the Circle
as well as the trademark of Indianapolis. After 1870 the
Columbia Club, the English Hotel, English’s Opera House,
and the Indianapolis Water Company were located on the
Circle. The Circle, called Governor’s Circle, Circle Park,
Monument Place, or simply The Circle, has been truly the
town square of Indianapolis.

Although the author states in the preface that this study
is not exhaustive, she has made careful use of the sources
as shown by the lengthy bibliography at the close of the book.
There are many interesting photographs and drawings to il-
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lustrate the places and people referred to. The author has
accomplished her purpose to bring back to many of her
readers a host of memories of the past and to give others
stories of the unfamiliar past of the “Center of Our Universe.”

Granville Wells High School Opal Humphreys Endicott
Jamestown

Enterprise in Oil: A History of Shell in the United States.
By Kendall Beaton. (New York: Appleton-Century-
Crofts, 1957. Pp. xiii, 815. Illustrations, maps, notes,
appendix, index. $7.50.)

American economic history has been greatly advanced
in the last half dozen years by the willingness of certain oil
companies to open their records and have their histories
written. Notable among these are the first volume of the
Standard Oil (New Jersey) history by the Hidys and the
more recent history of Standard Oil (Indiana) by Paul H.
Giddens. The volume of Kendall Beaton on the Shell Oil
Company and its predecessors may not be quite of the same
class, but it is well written, carefully done, and full of in-
formation, although it is sometimes bogged down with detail
which, for the general reader, could be skipped without loss.

The Shell operations in the United States have certain
elements of interest different from those of the domestic
companies. Not only is Shell Oil the only foreign oil com-
pany operating extensively in the United States, but doubtless
it is the largest foreign industrial interest in this country. By
1951 it was the sixth largest oil company in sales and by 1954
had assets of over a billion dollars. Always dominated by an
unusually able group of Dutch-British financiers and oil men
who headed the Royal Dutch Petroleum Company (Royal
Dutch-Shell group companies), it nevertheless employed many
American executives in its subsidiaries here, financed these
companies in part with American money, and opened one-
third of the stock of Shell Oil to purchase on the New York
stock market.

The Royal Dutch Petroleum Company has one of the
most complicated structures in business history. Both it and
the Shell Transport and Trading Company (British) had
for years attempted to exploit oil in the Far East. There the
market had been dominated by Standard Oil, and to meet



