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the dead.” Rime may give an unintentional “Charles Addams”
kind of humor to a horrible death: “How shocking to the
human mind/The log did him to powder grind.” Character-
istic of these epitaphs is the faculty evident in folk art gen-
erally, which combines almost in the same breath and with-
out comment, the sublime with the ridiculous, the individual
with the ‘made to order,’ the fantastic with the ordinary.

The author’s commentary which threads these inscrip-
tions together, although at times stilted, adequately fills in
the factual background. The book is organized rather loosely
by subject matter and the type of sentiment involved; a
geographical index at the end of the book is convenient for
locating all epitaphs cited from one area. The work makes
no pretenses of being other than a pleasant afternoon of
reading; it is not directed towards the professional folklorist,
although it may well be suggestive to him.

Indiana University Nancy D. Munn
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of the House of Representatives Investigating the Dis-
posal of Surplus Property, 1946-48. Compiled by George
P. Perros. Preliminary Inventories, No. 65. (Washing-
ton: The National Archives, 1954, pp. v, 21.)

Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the Bureau of Plant
Industry, Soils, and Agricultural Engineering. Compiled
by Harold T. Pinkett. Preliminary Inventories, No. 66.
(Washington: The National Archives, 1954, pp. v, 49.)

Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the Select Committee
of the House of Representatives to Investigate Air Acci-
dents, 1941-48. Compiled by George P. Perros. Pre-
liminary Inventories, No. 67. (Washington: The Na-
tional Archives, 1954, pp. v, 13.)

Preliminary Inventory of the Cartographic Records of the
American Commission to Negotiate Peace. Compiled by
James Berton Rhoads. Preliminary Inventories, No. 68.
(Washington: The National Archives, 1954, pp. v, 11.)

Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the House Committee
on the Civil Service Pertaining to the Investigation of
Civilian Employment in the Federal Government, 1942-
46. Compiled by George P. Perros. Preliminary Inven-
tories, No. 69. (Washington: The National Archives,
1954, pp. v, 12.)

Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the Select Committee
of the House of Representatives on Post-War Military



Book Reviews 427

Policy, 1944-46. Compiled by George P. Perros. Pre-
liminary Inventories, No. 70. (Washington: The Nation-
al Archives, 1954, pp. v, 6.)
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at the United Nations Conference on International Or-
ganizations, San Francisco, 1945. Compiled by Emma B.
Haas, Anne Harris, and Thomas W. Ray. Special Lists,
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As a means of making the government records in its
care more easily accessible to libraries, research centers, and
scholars the National Archives in 1940 instituted a program
of microfilming selected groups of its holdings. By June 30,
1953, 4666 rolls of master negative microfilm containing
reproductions of more than 3,000,000 pages of records had
been completed. These master negatives are kept in the
National Archives, but positive prints from them, known as
microfilm publications, may be purchased at moderate cost.
Whole series of basic documents in American, European, Far
Eastern, and Latin American history can thus be obtained at
relatively small expense for use outside of Washington. To
provide a guide to the records available in this form a List of
National Archives Microfilm Publications was issued in 1953,
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As a part of its program of analyzing and describing the
permanently valuable records in its care the National Archives
continues to issue Preliminary Inventories and Special Lists.
The more recent numbers of these series are listed above. The
Preliminary Inventories are of a provisional nature and are
issued as soon as possible after the records are received before
screening out of disposable material has been finished or the
arrangement of the records has been completed. They are
primarily for the use of the National Archives Staff in
servicing and controlling its materials, but each will be val-
uable to the scholar interested in the particular records which
it covers. The Special Lists are more detailed than the Pre-
liminary Inventories and furnish fuller descriptions of the
important record groups included in the series.

Indiana University Doris M. Reed

Tobacco Dictionary. Edited by Raymond Jahn. (New York:
Philosophical Library, 1954, pp. 199. Illustrations. $5.00.)

This book is a compilation of brief definitions of terms
pertaining to tobacco. According to its introduction, it “seeks
to bring to the smoker the interesting, curious and necessary
facts relating to the history, manufacture and use of tobacco.”





