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pointing out how British diplomacy has from time to time, especially
since the American Civil War, sold the Canadians short in order to
cement relations between Britain and the United States.

As indicated in these volumes, interplay between Canada and the
United States has resulted to large extent from the lack of a natural
frontier between them. Though the principal folds of the continent run
north and south, the boundary line between them runs east and west.
Thus along the Atlantic coast, in the plains and prairies of the west,
and again along the Pacific coast, the boundary runs counter to
geographical considerations. Moreover, the region around the Great
Lakes has always been important to both areas—from the advent of fur
traders and missionaries in the seventeenth century to the recent “open-
ing” of the once more “completed” St. Lawrence Seaway. In fact, rivalry
between Britain and the United States in the Old Northwest was one of
the leading questions in Anglo-American diplomacy and warfare from
1775 until at least 1815. The pioneers of the Old Northwest early
acquired a vigorous hatred of England as the “old enemy” and doubtless
many of them would gladly have fought to have obtained all of Oregon.
The boundary line between Canada and the United States was not
determined until the late 1840’s in large part because it was a settlement
which evolved more in response to the interplay among Canada, Britain,
and the United States than to the development of natural frontiers.
Moreover, adjustments in this boundary have been necessary within
the last century.

Brebner’s and MecInnis’ volumes are useful in illustrating and
explaining the continuous interplay in the relations among Canada,
Britain, and the United States, but perhaps they are equally useful in
giving the high lights of Canadian history and in adding broader
perspective for the viewing of United States history. For instance, a
careful reading of these volumes does much to put the participation
of Canada and the United States in World War I in a more valid
perspective than that in which it has often been viewed. Moreover,
Canadian contributions in World War 1 were of such magnitude and
her sacrifices so great that Canadians must inevitably feel much slighted
in reading most accounts of World War I from the pens of historians
within the United States. Doubtless an increased interplay between
historians of Canada and the United States would be of significant
value within both countries.

Indiana University Donald F. Carmony

Publications of the Service Center for Teachers of History, a service
of the American Historical Association.

The American Historical Association has established the Service
Center for Teachers of History, which has begun issuing a series of
pamphlets designed to assist the secondary school teacher in remaining
abreast of developments in his field. Pamphlets in American, European,
and even Oriental history are offered. Some of the titles offered are:
New Interpretations of American Foreign Policy, by Alexander R. De
Conde; New Interpretations of American Colonial History, by Louis B.
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Wright; The American Revolution, by Edmund S. Morgan; The
American Frontier, by Ray Allen Billington; The Middle West, by
Harry R. Stevens; The South in American History, by Otis Singletary;
The Nature and Practice of State and Local History, by Philip D.
Jordan; Jacksonian Democracy, by Charles Grier Sellers, Jr.; Civil War
and Reconstruction, by Hal Bridges; The Progressive Movement, 1900-
1920: Recent Ideas and New Literature, by George E. Mowry; Na-
tionalism: Interpreters and Interpretations, by Boyd C. Shafer; His-
tory of Science, by Marie Boas; Recent Trends and New Literature in
Canadian History, by Robin W, Winks; The Colonial Period in Latin
American History, by Charles Gibson; Greek and Roman History, by
Mortimer Chambers; The Interpretation of Renaissance Humanism, by
William J. Bouwsma; Industrial Revolution: Interpretations and Per-
spectives, by Eric E. Lampard; The History of India, by Robert I.
Crane; Chinese History: A Bibliographic Review, by Charles O. Hucker;
and Key to the Past: Some History Books for Pre-College Readers, by
Margareta Faissler.

A representative pamphlet of the series, Civil War and Reconstruc-
tion, by Hal Bridges, surveys outstanding works in its field and the
contrasting points of view they present, assuming a mneutral and
critical attitude which is most enlightening to the nonspecialist. It
concludes with a comprehensive bibliography which is, however, not
annotated. Pamphlets with geographical rather than chronological
scope, such as The Middle West, by Harry R. Stevens, offer thorough
coverage of significant interpretations of the history of their chosen
area by discussing the works of various authors. This particular
pamphlet presents its bibliography in the form of footnotes to the text,
an effective method for this type of writing. Other pamphlets differ
in detail as to form, but comment is of uniformly high quality.

As the preceding list of pamphlets indicates, many of the most
distinguished scholars in the various fields of history have contributed
to this series. Each of the booklets, presenting as it does a sueccinct
summary of literature within its scope, dwells upon changing inter-
pretations brought about by continuing research and varying points
of view over the years. It is hoped that an important contribution of
this series will be to maintain an awareness on the part of the secondary
teacher of the true nature of history as a vital, growing subject whose
truths progressively unfold as time goes on, contrary to the persistent
popular notion that it is merely a part of the dead past and is, therefore,
as mummified and unchanging as a petrified forest, needing only to be
casually surveyed to be understood. It is to be feared that this latter
idea has crept into too many classrooms.

Valuable assistance will be rendered the secondary school history
teacher if these pamphlets can be made to reach him. The problems
with which the teacher is forced to contend in the public schools are
often ill understood by those in higher education. Unfortunately, the
duress of daily routine leaves him little time and energy with which to
maintain the scholastic side of his calling and thus improve the quality
of his teaching. He will doubtless appreciate the helping hand which
is extended to him by the Service Center for Teachers of History
if adequate steps are taken to bring such publications as these pamphlets
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to his attention. The gap which often exists between the work of the
research scholar and that of the average secondary school teacher is
one of the most persistent problems of American education, and it is
encouraging to see that an organization such as the American Historical
Association is working toward closing that gap.

The price of the Service Center’s pamphlets is 50 cents each, but
they may be obtained for only 10 cents each in lots of ten or more of
particular titles. Copies may be ordered by writing the Service Center
for Teachers of History, 400 A Street, S. E.,, Washington 3, D.C,

Indiana University Gilbert R. Tredway





