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time, I had begun to think there was something wrong with
him.

There was. All of a sudden, his face turned red and he
began to choke and, without another word, he grabbed his hat
from the hall-tree and left the house. I never did find out
what it was all about [pp. 183-184].

In its creation of characters, setting, and meaningful experience,
On the Sunny Side of a One Way Street has the quality and value of a
fine novel. I shall read it again, more than once; and I recommend it
warmly to all like myself whose memory reaches the time it brings
alive.

University of Notre Dame John T. Frederick

North Atlantic Triangle: The Interplay of Canada, the United States,
and Great Britain. Reprint. By John Bartlet Brebner. (New
York: Columbia University Press, 1958. Pp. xxii, 385. Maps,
diagrams, bibliographical notes, index. $7.50.)

Canada: A Political and Social History. Revised and enlarged. By
Edgar MclInnis. (New York: Rinehart & Co., Inc., 1959. Pp. xvi,
619. Tlustrations, maps, select bibliography, appendix, index.
$7.00.)

The absence of war between Canada and the United States since
1815, along with the somewhat inaccurate tradition of an unfortified,
peaceful border between them since that time, have caused many
citizens of the United States to assume that cordial relations and
mutual confidence have typified relations between these two neighbors.
Although Canada and the United States have avoided war for nearly
a century and a half, this period has not been without its misunder-
standings over boundaries, fisheries, tariffs, border “invasions,” and
other irritants. The two volumes reviewed here are extremely helpful in
giving a comprehensive view of at least the high lights of Canadian
history and also of the long-term interplay between Canada and the
United States. Moreover, this interplay inevitably involved Britain,
making what the late Professor Brebner called the “North Atlantic
Triangle.”

Neither of these books is new. Professor Brebner’s volume is a
reprint of his original edition which appeared in 1945, while that of
Professor McInnis is an enlarged and revised edition of a volume which
was first published about a decade ago. Both authors have made
distinguished contributions to historical writing and both have sub-
stantial knowledge and understanding concerning relationships among
Canada, Britain, and the United States. One many quarrel with their
interpretations here and there, but they have produced extremely
readable accounts of high caliber. At times perhaps they view their
subjects too much in terms of Canadian perspectives, but they also
offer abundant evidence that such perspectives have frequently been
either too much ignored or taken too much for granted. At any rate,
there is something ironic in the emphasis which both authors give to
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pointing out how British diplomacy has from time to time, especially
since the American Civil War, sold the Canadians short in order to
cement relations between Britain and the United States.

As indicated in these volumes, interplay between Canada and the
United States has resulted to large extent from the lack of a natural
frontier between them. Though the principal folds of the continent run
north and south, the boundary line between them runs east and west.
Thus along the Atlantic coast, in the plains and prairies of the west,
and again along the Pacific coast, the boundary runs counter to
geographical considerations. Moreover, the region around the Great
Lakes has always been important to both areas—from the advent of fur
traders and missionaries in the seventeenth century to the recent “open-
ing” of the once more “completed” St. Lawrence Seaway. In fact, rivalry
between Britain and the United States in the Old Northwest was one of
the leading questions in Anglo-American diplomacy and warfare from
1775 until at least 1815. The pioneers of the Old Northwest early
acquired a vigorous hatred of England as the “old enemy” and doubtless
many of them would gladly have fought to have obtained all of Oregon.
The boundary line between Canada and the United States was not
determined until the late 1840’s in large part because it was a settlement
which evolved more in response to the interplay among Canada, Britain,
and the United States than to the development of natural frontiers.
Moreover, adjustments in this boundary have been necessary within
the last century.

Brebner’s and MecInnis’ volumes are useful in illustrating and
explaining the continuous interplay in the relations among Canada,
Britain, and the United States, but perhaps they are equally useful in
giving the high lights of Canadian history and in adding broader
perspective for the viewing of United States history. For instance, a
careful reading of these volumes does much to put the participation
of Canada and the United States in World War I in a more valid
perspective than that in which it has often been viewed. Moreover,
Canadian contributions in World War 1 were of such magnitude and
her sacrifices so great that Canadians must inevitably feel much slighted
in reading most accounts of World War I from the pens of historians
within the United States. Doubtless an increased interplay between
historians of Canada and the United States would be of significant
value within both countries.

Indiana University Donald F. Carmony

Publications of the Service Center for Teachers of History, a service
of the American Historical Association.

The American Historical Association has established the Service
Center for Teachers of History, which has begun issuing a series of
pamphlets designed to assist the secondary school teacher in remaining
abreast of developments in his field. Pamphlets in American, European,
and even Oriental history are offered. Some of the titles offered are:
New Interpretations of American Foreign Policy, by Alexander R. De
Conde; New Interpretations of American Colonial History, by Louis B.





