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Air Force Historian Albert F. Simpson, and the USAF Historical 
Division for a job well done and an invaluable contribution to the 
history of World War I1 and to the military history of the United 
States. 

Purdue University Jamea A. Huston 

White House Images & Realities. By Holman Hamilton. (Gainesville: 
University of Florida Press, 1958. Pp. xi, 98. Bibliography, index. 
$3.50.) 

This brief volume includes three addresses which Professor Holman 
Hamilton gave at the University of Florida in 1958 as the university’s 
second speaker in its recently established lecture series on American 
civilization. In his talks Hamilton considered: “Roads to the White 
House,’’ “Greatness and Failure,’’ and “The Presidential Image.” A 
wealth of interesting information is packed into these lectures. 

Very likely Professor Hamilton here endeavored to reach principally 
undergraduates and nonspecialists in American history. In his two 
volumes on Zachary Taylor, as well as through his continued research 
and writing regarding the Compromise of 1850, he has earned his 
spurs as a professional historian able to fend for himself. His White 
House Images & Realities blends his skill as a professional historian 
with some of the lessons in writing for the general public which he 
doubtlessly learned earlier as an  editorial writer on the Fort Wayne 
Journal-Gazette. 

Hamilton offers much detail regarding the varied roads which men 
have traveled to the White House. He regards Lincoln, Washington, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Wilson, and Jefferson as among the great 
presidents, while Harding and Grant are evaluated as the weakest of 
them all. Hamilton is especially fond of Old Hickory and also of 
FDR. But even Hamilton’s great have feet of clay, while his weak 
receive some commendation. Perhaps Grant and Harding were given 
D’s rather than F’s much as numerous undergraduates receive D’s 
when they deserve F’s. Hamilton reserves his A’s for the presidents 
who in his opinion have been effective and forceful leaders in meeting 
the issues and requirements of their times. The question of the extent 
to which such greatness depends upon intrinsic qualities and abilities 
versus the question of the extent to which i t  involves the accidents of 
time and place is a problem which, though touched upon now and then, 
is perhaps wisely left for continued seminar study. 

Professor Hamilton, both within and between the lines, indicates 
concern over the lack of decisive presidental leadership, including the 
lack of personal vigor and command, on the part of President 
Eisenhower, He considers this shortcoming most serious at a time 
when the future of the country, and even of civilization itself, seems 
to be almost literally at stake. Hamilton, however, would grant that  
there are pros and cons to his appraisal of current leadership, and 
American patriot that  he is, he obviously hopes that its ultimate results 
are f a r  superior to what he fears they might be in certain emergency 
situations. 
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Although professional historians will find this concise volume 
provocative, perhaps i t  will be even more so to undergraduates and 
general readers. Newspaper and magazine writers and editors wanting 
good background copy regarding American presidents and presidential 
politics can reap a good harvest from White House Images & Realities. 

Indiana Univsrsity Donald F. Carmony 

Economic Regulation of the Motor Trucking Industry by the States. 
By Donald V. Harper. Illinois Studies in the So&l Sciences, 
Volume 43. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1959. Table 
of cases cited, bibliography, index. Paperbound, $4.00; cloth, $5.00.) 

This recent volume of the Illinois Studies in the Social Sciences 
series attempts to fill the gap in research concerning the economic 
regulation of the motor trucking industry. The objective of the study 
as stated by the author is to describe and compare policies practiced 
by the states in the regulation of the for-hire trucking business. A re- 
lated goal is comparison of state regulation of the industry with regula- 
tion at the federal level. 

Harper develops his subject matter under six broad headings: 
characteristics of motor trucking, development of state economic regula- 
tion of motor truck transportation, the scope of regulatory authority, 
control over entry into the motor trucking field, regulation of motor truck 
rates, and control of motor truck service and leasing equipment. The 
early sections concerning the characteristics of the industry, the condi- 
tions which gave rise to regulation, and the development of state 
regulation are well-written and soundly annotated. 

For the substance of his book, the author chose to conduct a study 
of the regulatory policies of a core group of seven selected states 
(California, Illinois, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Washington, and 
Wisconsin). General treatment, however, is also given to the adminis- 
trative statutes of other regulating states. Harper’s venture into 
discussion of states other than those of immediate concern to the study 
is, perhaps, one of the minor defects of his volume. For example, a 
detailed comparison of regulatory policies under four statutes and 
seven separate categories in California with the various policies of the 
six remaining core states contributes enough confusing detail without 
including an  examination of the policies of still other regulating states 
as well. Moreover, the treatment of the secondary states presents the 
reader with an  unclassified listing of the statutes and decisions which 
has no apparent overall purpose. 

Harper’s survey of state control over entry into the for-hire 
trucking field and his study of methods used by selected states for 
regulation of motor truck rates and service provide a good analysis 
of the problems and policies of state control over the industry. Suitable 
charts set forth the economic characteristics of the growth of state 
regulation. 

The thirty-three pages of “Summary and Conclusions” appear 
almost as a separate study or a “boiled down” version of the volume. 
There is a great amount of repetition and reiteration. Paragraphs on 




