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Considering both Eggleston’s purpose in writing these sketches 
and his consummate love for Virginia, any criticism to be made here 
comes from the fact that an editing rather than a reprinting of the 
book seems to have been in order. Mr. Donald’s Introduction is an 
important part of this reprint, in which he gives the necessary back- 
ground and setting for the book. It is, however, this reviewer’s opinion 
that the text itself should have been gleaned, for while most of the 
author’s allusions to persons and events are familiar to the historian, 
the layman could enjoy this volume more if the service of identification 
had been done for him. 

Kellogg Community College 
o f  Battle Creek Wayne J. Van Der Weele 

The Y e w  2000: A Critical Biography of  Edward Belhny .  By Sylvia 
E. Bowman. (New York: Bookman Associates, 1958. Pp. 404. 
Illustrations, annotations, bibliographies, index. $6.00.) 

Posterity has regarded Edward Bellamy as the author of a surprise 
best-seller, a pretty fairy tale about the ideal society in the year 2000. 
As that year grows closer-well over half the allotted time has passed 
since Bellamy wrote Looking B a c k w d  in 1888- the interest in Bellamy 
renews. Arthur Morgan furnished the first modern biography in 1944, 
revealing the full dimensions of the journalist, novelist, and political 
organizer. Now Sylvia Bowman provides a two-part intellectual 
biography, concentrating on the development and the mature synthesis 
of Bellamy’s ideas. 

The astonishing achievement of the minister’s son from Chicopee 
Falls, Massachusetts, lay in capturing public attention for political and 
social reforms through a story. Utopian novels abounded in the period- 
the decades of the 1870’s and 1880’s witnessed two hundred and fifty 
titles of economic fiction-and so did reformist schemes presented in 
earnest treatises. Yet Bellamy eclipsed them all, whether masters of 
the novel like William Dean Howells or persuasive reformers like 
Henry George and the widely read Marxist Laurence Gronlund. Miss 
Bowman’s biography makes clear that Looking Backward was no fluke, 
but the climactic work of a skilled craftsman and a mind sensitively 
attuned to the currents of the Gilded Age. Giving attention to his 
neglected early fiction, which won Bellamy entry into the popular 
periodicals of his day, Miss Bowman presents the evidence for his 
professional skill with words and his bold handling of ideas. A medley 
of intellectual traditions, often seemingly incompatible, runs through 
his writings. Overtones of Transcendentalism appear in his concepts 
of the “impersonal” and the “religion of solidarity,” which will unite 
individuals in a selfless community of universal souls. Comtean posi- 
tivism also fascinates him and accounts for his expertness with 
technology in Looking Backward. Social Darwinism gives an evolu- 
tionary hue to his political prophecies, though with a humanitarian 
twist. 

If Bellamy’s thought was not profound, it was wide-ranging and 
plausible, and often daring. His major novel omits the concern he 
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expressed elsewhere for race-breeding or “stirpiculture.” He advocated 
creative use of leisure in much the same way David Riesman does 
today; recognizing the futility of housework, he suggested domestic 
reforms such as paper furniture and paper clothing-which the 
Japanese have successfully adopted. His forecast of the corporate 
nation is already partially realized in the modern figure of the organiza- 
tion man. Looking Backwcclrd combines the appeals of science fiction, 
pragmatic reformism, and moral idealism in a thoroughly American 
blend. That brew is the magic formula of Bellamy’s novel, which he 
wrote to arouse the masses against social and economic evils, and to 
acquaint them with the latest intellectual solutions. So did Tom Paine 
use the literary instrument of the eighteenth century, the essay, to reach 
his public for similar ends. 

Miss Bowman’s richly documented biography makes its point by 
stimulating our thinking about Bellamy. She presents his history un- 
obtrusively, with a minimum of personal comment, and with compact 
and efficient arrangement. If the later chapters paraphrase Looking 
Backward and its sequel, Equality, at some length, they display the 
logic and breadth of Bellamy’s American socialism. The present 
biography lacks treatment of the clash of ideas and personalities between 
Bellamy and his contemporary reformers, which Morgan outlined ; but 
the author promises to continue the story of Bellamy’s influence in a 
later volume. 

Indium University Richard M .  Dorson 

A History of Chicago. Volume 111, The Rise of a Modern City, 1871-1893. 
By Bessie Louise Pierce. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1957. 
Pp. xii, 575. Illustrations, maps, appendix, bibliography, and index. 
$8.50.) 

The monumental History of Chicago on which Professor Bessie 
Pierce has been engaged for many years is too well known to require 
special introduction. The present volume, and third to appear, closely 
parallels Volume X of the original History of A m a r i a  Life series, 
Arthur M. Schlesinger’s twenty-five-year-old Rise of the City, 1878-1898, 
in time span, organization, and even title. It begins with the Chicago 
fire, and closes with the Columbian Exposition, events of much im- 
portance for both city and nation. 

The great theme of those years was economic growth, and ap- 
propriately enough Professor Pierce devotes more than half her pages 
to describing the rise of the Windy City’s basic industrial and com- 
mercial enterprises, together with the labor reaction to this phenomenon. 
It is interesting to contrast her account of labor with Professor Charles 
Sanford’s statement in a recent issue of the Journal of Economic History 
that “the worst horrors of the industrial revolution in England were 
avoided here.” If Sanford is right, then someone should have informed 
the Chicago workmen of it. Another two chapters treat municipal 
politics, almost a collateral activity of business during this period. The 
remaining quarter of the book surveys social and cultural factors like 
education, the arts, leisure-use, religion and humanitarianism. 




