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he failed in his dealings with his cabinet, his Congress, the press, and 
the general public. This difficulty was increased by the President’s 
poor health and his dislike of social gatherings. The reasons for 
Davis’ failure as an administrator can be seen in his refusal to delegate 
authority, his inclination to be slow and overcautious in making deci- 
sions, and his marked neglect of civilian affairs in favor of military 
matters. Many of these weaknesses were first seen only in the tensions 
of the Civil War. Professor Wiley has given a friendly but objective 
appraisal of the Confederate president. 

From the opening dedication page, “To the Women of the Con- 
federacy,” to the final set of contemporary war maps in volume two, 
Jefferson Davis wrote and worked diligently to justify the position 
of the South. In his Preface Davis wrote that his primary object was 
“to show that the Southern States had rightfully the power to with- 
draw from the Union into which they had, as sovereign communities, 
voluntarily entered. . . .” Nearly the entire first volume is a carefully 
written effort to meet that objective. The last quarter of the first 
volume consists of appendices including addresses and correspondence 
of the author before the Civil War. To make easier their comparison, 
the Constitution of the United States and the Permanent Constitution 
of the Confederate States are shown in parallel columns. The second 
volume reviews the war effort of the Confederacy from the end of 
1861 to the conclusion of the conflict. Both volumes a re  generously 
illustrated and each is served by a well-prepared index. 

In  spending three years writing these volumes, Davis assembled 
an immense amount of material. Some of it can be found in few other 
places, and much of i t  is of real interest, such as the statement by 
Davis that he was captured wearing a woman’s coat in May, 1865, 
because in fleeing a night camp he mistook his wife’s coat for his own 
(Vol. 11, 701). The content of Davis’ two volumes so frequently shows 
the partisanship of the author that the reader need not be alert to 
hidden bias. And as a valuable source full of the sincere expositions 
and experiences of the Confederate president, The Rise and Fall of the 
Confederate Government certainly deserves this new and attractive 
edition. 

Purdue University John F .  Stover 

A Rebel’s Recollections. Reprint of the fourth edition. By Gmrge 
Cary Eggleston. Introduction by David Donald. Civil W w  Centen- 
nial Ssries. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1959. Pp. 
187. $3.75.) 

For nearly a decade a veritable crescendo of interest in the Civil 
War has been coming and is now bursting forth as America prepares 
to “celebrate” the centennial of her most terrible of wars. Historians, 
not unmindful of the possibilities inherent in this anniversary, have 
given more than passing attention to the subject of the war and to the 
surrounding period with the result that  a number of significant new 
works as well as various reprints have appeared. The Indiana Uni- 
versity Press is now actively engaged in these projects through its 



Book Reviews 189 

Civil War Centennial Sehes, and one of the classics chosen for reprint 
is the subject of this review. 

George Cary Eggleston, younger brother of Edward Eggleston of 
Hoosier School-Mastw fame, was born in Indiana but moved to Virginia 
shortly before the war. Here he quickly absorbed the charm of the Old 
Dominion, and when the conflict came he unhesitatingly volunteered for 
service in the Southern army. George Eggleston was a man of more 
than ordinary intellect. While a student at a Virginia law school, he 
showed considerable literary talent and determined to become a “literary 
lawyer” before the sectional struggle interrupted his studies. After 
Appomattox he pursued his love of writing and soon was editing a 
weekly periodical. His journalistic achievements impressed William 
Dean Howells, editor of the Atlantic Monthly, and in 1873 Eggleston 
was commissioned to write serially his reminiscences of life as a Southern 
soldier for publication in that magazine. The reception of these articles 
was such that two years later they appeared in book form under the 
title A Rebel‘s Recollections which went through four editions by 1905. 
The volume reviewed here is a reprint of the fourth edition and con- 
tains three chapters which the original magazine articles did not include. 
A comparison of these articles with this reprint reveals that there 
has been essentially faithful adherence to Eggleston’s original text. 

Eggleston did a creditable job in his reminiscences. The writing 
is quite literate, and excluding occasional awkward sentences, the style 
is charming. True to his assertion that “I have written chiefly of the 
things I saw for myself, and . . . in no sense the story of my personal 
adventures” (p. 19) , the author has contributed what David Donald 
calls in the Introduction “a significant document in the intellectual 
history of the Reconstruction period.” Eggleston saw in these magazine 
articles the opportunity to present to Northern readers the story of the 
late war as Southerners viewed it. He did not intend to present a 
justification for political theories, but a straightforward account of how 
the people of that region fought and died for what they considered a 
sacred duty-action no less honorable than that of those who upheld 
the cause of the Union. The “hornets’ nest” brought down on Editor 
Howells’ ears for printing the first of these papers quickly passed; 
and by the time the last article appeared, there was general acclaim 
throughout the North, proving that the country was eager to forget 
“angry sectionalism and to glorify both the Blue and Grey” (p. 16). 
Thus A Rebel’s Recollections, to quote from the Introduction, “was a 
pioneer step along what Paul H. Buck has called ‘the Road to Reunion.’” 

The exaggerations which are found in this book are quite apparent. 
But they are not excessive when compared with the typical reminiscences 
which have come out of the Civil War. The glimpses Eggleston 
provides-how the armies were raised, the attitude of the women, his 
impressions of some of the Confederate greats, etc.-are all highly 
entertaining as well as informative. One of the most revealing features 
of this book is Eggleston’s excessively critical attitude toward the 
Richmond government in general and President Davis in particular. 
If one is to believe the author, the Southern soldier was extremely 
disgruntled and would have been quite happy for General Lee to have 
taken over the reins completely. 
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Considering both Eggleston’s purpose in writing these sketches 
and his consummate love for Virginia, any criticism to be made here 
comes from the fact that an editing rather than a reprinting of the 
book seems to have been in order. Mr. Donald’s Introduction is an 
important part of this reprint, in which he gives the necessary back- 
ground and setting for the book. It is, however, this reviewer’s opinion 
that the text itself should have been gleaned, for while most of the 
author’s allusions to persons and events are familiar to the historian, 
the layman could enjoy this volume more if the service of identification 
had been done for him. 

Kellogg Community College 
o f  Battle Creek Wayne J. Van Der Weele 

The Y e w  2000: A Critical Biography of  Edward Belhny .  By Sylvia 
E. Bowman. (New York: Bookman Associates, 1958. Pp. 404. 
Illustrations, annotations, bibliographies, index. $6.00.) 

Posterity has regarded Edward Bellamy as the author of a surprise 
best-seller, a pretty fairy tale about the ideal society in the year 2000. 
As that year grows closer-well over half the allotted time has passed 
since Bellamy wrote Looking B a c k w d  in 1888- the interest in Bellamy 
renews. Arthur Morgan furnished the first modern biography in 1944, 
revealing the full dimensions of the journalist, novelist, and political 
organizer. Now Sylvia Bowman provides a two-part intellectual 
biography, concentrating on the development and the mature synthesis 
of Bellamy’s ideas. 

The astonishing achievement of the minister’s son from Chicopee 
Falls, Massachusetts, lay in capturing public attention for political and 
social reforms through a story. Utopian novels abounded in the period- 
the decades of the 1870’s and 1880’s witnessed two hundred and fifty 
titles of economic fiction-and so did reformist schemes presented in 
earnest treatises. Yet Bellamy eclipsed them all, whether masters of 
the novel like William Dean Howells or persuasive reformers like 
Henry George and the widely read Marxist Laurence Gronlund. Miss 
Bowman’s biography makes clear that Looking Backward was no fluke, 
but the climactic work of a skilled craftsman and a mind sensitively 
attuned to the currents of the Gilded Age. Giving attention to his 
neglected early fiction, which won Bellamy entry into the popular 
periodicals of his day, Miss Bowman presents the evidence for his 
professional skill with words and his bold handling of ideas. A medley 
of intellectual traditions, often seemingly incompatible, runs through 
his writings. Overtones of Transcendentalism appear in his concepts 
of the “impersonal” and the “religion of solidarity,” which will unite 
individuals in a selfless community of universal souls. Comtean posi- 
tivism also fascinates him and accounts for his expertness with 
technology in Looking Backward. Social Darwinism gives an evolu- 
tionary hue to his political prophecies, though with a humanitarian 
twist. 

If Bellamy’s thought was not profound, it was wide-ranging and 
plausible, and often daring. His major novel omits the concern he 




