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The author, a professor of speech at Indiana University, has ap-
proached his subject with enthusiasm and has written a well-organized,
well-documented volume, which has been attractively printed and bound
by the University of Kentucky Press. Mention should be made of the
several well-chosen and interesting illustrations, mostly from the collec-
tion of the Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, Cincinnati.

Indiana Historical Society Gayle Thornbrough

Lucretia Mott. By Otelia Cromwell. (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1958. Pp. x, 241. Frontispiece, bibliography,
notes, index. $5.75.)

During the past thirty years Lucretia Mott, ‘“the gentle missionary
of humanity,” has drawn increasing attention from historians and
biographers. An opponent of slavery, advocate of women’s rights,
education, peace, and temperance, Quaker minister, and reformer of
American society, Mrs. Mott has been variously interpreted; this most
recent biography contributes in several ways to a better understanding
of her.

Lucretia Mott is represented here as a woman of unusual intel-
ligence, firm character, gentleness, and piety; she was pious enough
to irritate some people, but not sanctimonious. Her desire to be reason-
able and logical about every serious subject forms an interesting con-
trast to her preference for the “graveyard” school of poetry over
Shakespeare and her response to “romantic” scenery, stained glass,
and Gothic architecture. Furthermore, according to her biographer, Mrs.
Mott was not the intense crusader whom some have pictured; the
author has presented her subject in a subdued light. At such high
points as the mob attack on the Motts’ home in Philadelphia in 1838
and the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention of 1848, the author
avoids every temptation to exploit a dramatic situation.

On the other hand, two additional aspects of the story emerge
more clearly from this version than from others. One is the solvent
effect of the antinomian Quaker attitudes that Mrs. Mott applied to
social and legal institutions. While her singlemindedness and determina-
tion produced a unity of purpose and action, when seen through the
perspective of progress, they also produced a steady disintegration of
existing American institutions. This added perspective on the reform
movement significantly extends the depth of American history. The
second aspect of Mrs. Mott’s story is a delineation of the means by
which reform agitation was carried on. Incessant talking, traveling,
visiting, writing letters, and making speeches led to the formation of
committees and then societies which in turn held conventions that
debated and adopted resolutions. Thereby, the scale of talking, travel-
ing, and visiting was further enlarged—less with the intention of build-
ing organizations, it seems than of winning converts and accomplishing
moral change. Lucretia Mott’s career is an excellent demonstration of
the unique way in which American reformers of the time did their work.

Careful scholarship, based on a sensitive appreciation of the times
and an impressive exploration of source materials exhibited in the
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bibliography and extensive footnotes makes this biography superior in
the literature of pre-Civil War reform. A place, however, certainly
remains for both past and still uncreated interpretations of Mrs, Mott.
This portrait, although written in a simple, straightforward style,
suggests an underlying vein of sentiment rather than the pungency, the
quince or crabapple, offered by others. Some of Mrs. Mott’s private
life is subdued almost to the level of imperceptibility. But at present
nothing better is available, and we may well be pleased to have so
sound, authoritative, and balanced an account.

Ohio University Harry R. Stevens

J. D. B, De Bow: Magazinist of the Old South. By Ottis Clark
Skipper. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 19568. Pp. x, 269.
Frontispiece, notes, bibliography, appendix, index. $5.00.)

The solid worth of De Bow's Review has been recognized by two
generations of scholars who have used it as a valuable source of informa-
tion on innumerable subjects. Hundreds of books and monographs have
paid tribute in footnotes and bibliographies, in paraphrases and direct
quotations. Except for a few articles and W, D. Weatherford’s con-
tribution to Southern Sketches in 1935, the man De Bow has been
neglected until Ottis Skipper wrote a dissertation on the magazinist
several years ago and subsequently expanded it into its published form.
Exploiting a remnant of De Bow’s papers—‘incomplete and sometimes
perplexing ledgers” (p. 248), letters, memoranda, and miscellaneous
manuscripts—as well as public documents and newspapers, the author
has produced a scholarly and comprehensive study.

Born and educated in South Carolina, the youthful De Bow went
to New Orleans where he founded the Review in 1846. The magazine
continued with only slight interruptions until 1864, when the vicissitudes
of war caused suspension of publication until December, 1865. De Bow
edited and published an After-the-War Series until his death in 1867.
His enduring recognition rests chiefly upon competence of the monthly
magazine, but the energetic and hard-working editor served in other
capacities. His superintendency of the census from 1853 to 1856 made
the mid-century report superior to its predecessors and its immediate
successors. Contributions to the beginnings of the University of
Louisiana, participation in Southern Commercial Conventions, sundry
speeches in widely scattered cities, and significant responsibilities with
the Confederate Produce Loan Agency enhanced his reputation. The
three-volume Industrial Resources . . . of the Southern and Western
States, largely extracted from the Review, documented much history
of the late forties and early fifties. The author’s final appraisal of
the Southerner seems justified: “De Bow was one of the leading
statisticians of his time, the most successful magazinist of the ante-
bellum South, an enlightened champion of agriculture and manufactures,
and, save when the prevailing sectional bitterness misled him, a worthy
proponent of commerce, railroads, and intellectual culture” (p. 224).

Dr. Skipper has been only partially successful in distilling the
records for the reader’'s consumption. Indeed, the book is weakest





