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such collections as exist in the Public Record Office and Windsor Castle
in England, the Huntington and Clements libraries in this country, and
the Bibliothéque nationale, Paris, are functional as well as decorative.
The sketches done by Mr. Stotz himself, as well as the glossary of
contemporary terms of military fortifications, aid the reader in under-
standing the technical aspects of military construction.

For the work of a non-professional historian, this piece is remark-
ably free from errors of fact and judgment. Two exceptions might be
noted. Stotz erroneously refers to the imperial Superintendent for
Indian Affairs in the Northern District, Sir William Johnson, who was
a royal official after 1754, as “the New York Indian Agent” (p. 177).
In commenting on the capture of Fort Prince George by a French force
of 500 men under Contrecoeur in 1754, he states that since the English
were outnumbered “about 50 to one” the little garrison of “41 men”
capitulated (p. 125). This evident slip in calculation should not detract
from the fortitude of the British defenders, for the actual odds against
them—twelve to one—were heavy enough as it was.

As the author has pointed out, our knowledge of the early forts is
limited to a few contemporary drawings and maps and to details
gleaned from military papers and eye-witness accounts. These are
only a few pieces of the puzzle, and much conjecture is still necessary
to supply the missing pieces. This conjecture is rendered less hazardous
by a knowledge of architecture and building, a study of the early
handbooks on fortifications used by military engineers, and a liberal
supply of common sense. Mr. Stotz is to be congratulated on his intel-
ligent use of all three.

James’s and Stotz’s work forms a small but valuable book, packed
with information not usually available to the historian. This reviewer
will now more than ever before appreciate the immense difficulties
facing eighteenth-century armies in the wilderness, and he is left with
enhanced appreciation of their achievements. A debt of thanks is
therefore due the authors of Drums in the Forest.

University of Nebraska Jack M. Sosin

Schooleraft’s Expedition to Lake Itasca: The Discovery of the Source
of the Missgissippi. Edited by Philip P. Mason. (East Lansing:
Michigan State University Press, 1958. Pp. xxvi, 390. Appendices,
bibliography, index. $7.50.)

In 1832, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft was authorized by the United
States government to lead an expedition into the upper regions of the
Old Northwest to quell the hostilities between the Chippewa and
Sioux tribes. This directive provided Schoolcraft with the opportunity
of satisfying his ambition of discovering the true source of the Mis-
sissippi River. Schooleraft’s Expedition to Lake Itasca consists of
Schoolcraft’s semi-official report of the expedition and rather extensive
appendices containing the journals of three companions as well as various
letters and contemporary newspaper accounts relating to the notable
exploration.
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The appendices, which comprise more than two-thirds of the entire
volume, are primarily the notes, diaries, and unofficial reports of
Schoolcraft’s most important hand-picked aides-——~Dr. Douglas Houghton,
a physician; the Reverend Mr. William T. Boutwell, a Presbyterian
missionary; and Lieutenant James Allen, who directed the ten-man
military escort. These three men contributed a great deal to the success
of the expedition by exploiting their own natural abilities in the
fulfillment of Schoolcraft’s objectives. Moreover, Dr. Houghton was
responsible for the vaccination of several thousand Indians against
smallpox. Reverend Boutwell, as a result of his report to the American
Board of Foreign Missions, contributed significantly to the establishment
of several Presbyterian churches in the upper Mississippi region.
Lieutenant Allen was the official journalist and cartographer of the
expedition. His detailed map of the vast area was extremely useful to
future explorers of the Minnesota wilderness,

Schooleraft’s narrative, covering the entire duration of the ex-
pedition from the embarkation at Sault Ste. Marie on June 7, 1832, to
its completion twenty-eight hundred miles later on August 14, 1832, is
filled with descriptive material that is extremely well-written and most
informative with regard to the Indian life and the geography of the
rugged forest area around Lake Itasca. The expedition was remarkably
successful, for not only was the true source of the Mississippi River
discovered, but a tremendous amount of information dealing with Indian
culture, the operation of the fur trade, mineral deposits—notably
copper—and the natural history of the area was transcribed by School-
craft and his companions. This material was of immense value to future
explorers, traders, and missionaries who penetrated to the headwaters
of the Mississippi.

The journals of Houghton, Boutwell, and Allen are somewhat
repetitious and, in some cases, contradictory as to the exact names of
locales visited. However, these conflicting details are relatively un-
important in the general context of the narrative. Professor Mason has
done a creditable job in editing the journals relating to this important
event in the development of the West. In spite of minor shortcomings,
the volume contains valuable and indispensable material on the Indians
and their environment. It stands as a monument to a great American
explorer and ethnologist.

Indiana University Robert C. Alther, Jr.

The Nation Takes Shape, 1789-1837. By Marcus Cunliffe. The Chicago
History of American Civilization. Edited by Daniel J. Boorstin.
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1959. Pp. vii, 222. Biblio-
graphical note, chronology, index. $3.50.)

This well-written and perceptive essay in interpretation is the
ninth volume to appear in The Chicago History of American Civiliza-
tion. While presumably this, like the other titles in the series, is intended
for “the general reader,” the author presents enough that is fresh and
provocative to command the attention of the historically sophisticated.
Indeed, it may be doubted that “the general reader” who lacks a sound





