Book Reviews

Drums in the Forest. By Alfred Procter James and Charles Morse
Stotz. Special bicentennial issue, The Western Pennsylvania His-
torical Magazine, Volume XLI, Nos. 8 & 4. (Pittsburgh: Historical
Society of Western Pennsylvania, 1958, Pp. viii, 227, Illustrations,
diagrams, maps, bibliography, notes, index. Paperbound, no price
indicated; cloth, $3.50.)

In commemorating the two-hundredth anniversary of the establish-
ment of an outpost of Anglo-American civilization at the forks of the
Ohio, the Historical Scociety of Western Pennsylvania has issued a
bicentennial number of its Magazine containing two separate works on
the early days of Fort Pitt and the events leading to its founding.
Dr. Alfred Procter James, Professor Emeritus at the University of
Pittsburgh, has in the past four decades authored many contributions
to the history of the region. His previous research has been brought
to bear in the first section of this special issue, “Decision at the Forks,”
in relating the historical background of the Anglo-French struggle in
North America, and particularly the local phase culminating in the
capture of Fort Duquesne by an Anglo-American army under General
John Forbes in 1758. Based on scholarly research, this article makes
a significant contribution to the literature of the Forbes campaign,
especially in that it reveals the logistical difficulties facing eighteenth-
century armies operating in the wilderness of North America. On the
basis of James’s analysis, one might well conclude that problems of supply
and transportation were factors as important to the English as the
military menace of the French and Indian enemy. In the judgment of
this reviewer, Dr. James’s account is, however, marred by inclusion of
a relatively lengthy introduction that presents material not immediately
relevant and material already familiar to most general readers. A
description of the geology of the region, a discussion of the American
Indian, and a survey of colonial history and imperial government are
hardly necessary for an appreciation of the specific subject under con-
sideration. Stricter editorial control might have deleted peripheral
material and incorporated the more relevant data on the Forbes
campaign into the longer article, “Defense in the Wilderness,” by
Charles Morse Stotz,

A trustee of the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania and a
Fellow of the American Institute of Architects, Stotz has long pursued
an avocational interest in early local architecture. His article is the
fruit of over ten years of research in American and European archives.
This fact is well demonstrated in his comprehensive treatment of the
five forts built at the forks of the Ohio and discussion of related
fortifications in the area during the colonial period. The editor is well
justified in contending that Stotz’s work constitutes the first com-
prehensive treatment of the subject in this country. Beautifully re-
produced contemporary maps and plans of the fortifications taken from
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such collections as exist in the Public Record Office and Windsor Castle
in England, the Huntington and Clements libraries in this country, and
the Bibliothéque nationale, Paris, are functional as well as decorative.
The sketches done by Mr. Stotz himself, as well as the glossary of
contemporary terms of military fortifications, aid the reader in under-
standing the technical aspects of military construction.

For the work of a non-professional historian, this piece is remark-
ably free from errors of fact and judgment. Two exceptions might be
noted. Stotz erroneously refers to the imperial Superintendent for
Indian Affairs in the Northern District, Sir William Johnson, who was
a royal official after 1754, as “the New York Indian Agent” (p. 177).
In commenting on the capture of Fort Prince George by a French force
of 500 men under Contrecoeur in 1754, he states that since the English
were outnumbered “about 50 to one” the little garrison of “41 men”
capitulated (p. 125). This evident slip in calculation should not detract
from the fortitude of the British defenders, for the actual odds against
them—twelve to one—were heavy enough as it was.

As the author has pointed out, our knowledge of the early forts is
limited to a few contemporary drawings and maps and to details
gleaned from military papers and eye-witness accounts. These are
only a few pieces of the puzzle, and much conjecture is still necessary
to supply the missing pieces. This conjecture is rendered less hazardous
by a knowledge of architecture and building, a study of the early
handbooks on fortifications used by military engineers, and a liberal
supply of common sense. Mr. Stotz is to be congratulated on his intel-
ligent use of all three.

James’s and Stotz’s work forms a small but valuable book, packed
with information not usually available to the historian. This reviewer
will now more than ever before appreciate the immense difficulties
facing eighteenth-century armies in the wilderness, and he is left with
enhanced appreciation of their achievements. A debt of thanks is
therefore due the authors of Drums in the Forest.

University of Nebraska Jack M. Sosin

Schooleraft’s Expedition to Lake Itasca: The Discovery of the Source
of the Missgissippi. Edited by Philip P. Mason. (East Lansing:
Michigan State University Press, 1958. Pp. xxvi, 390. Appendices,
bibliography, index. $7.50.)

In 1832, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft was authorized by the United
States government to lead an expedition into the upper regions of the
Old Northwest to quell the hostilities between the Chippewa and
Sioux tribes. This directive provided Schoolcraft with the opportunity
of satisfying his ambition of discovering the true source of the Mis-
sissippi River. Schooleraft’s Expedition to Lake Itasca consists of
Schoolcraft’s semi-official report of the expedition and rather extensive
appendices containing the journals of three companions as well as various
letters and contemporary newspaper accounts relating to the notable
exploration.





