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indifferent student at Amherst. After graduation (class of 
1833), he drifted west. “To supply his want of means,” he 
farmed in Illinois. Then he practiced law in the Wisconsin 
lead region. There he married a young school teacher. Shift- 
ing to journalism, he became an influential (but not pros- 
perous) editor. When the Gold Rush came, many of Good- 
hue’s lead mining neighbors went to California. Preferring 
to remain in the Mississippi Valley, Goodhue went instead 
to Minnesota Territory. There, in the territorial capital of 
St. Paul, he launched the Minnesota Pioneer, which he ran 
from 1849 until his death in 1852, at the early age of forty- 
two. 

Many Western pioneers lived lives more exciting than 
Goodhue’s. Many accomplished more than did this journal- 
ist. But the bulk of the early settlers of Wisconsin and 
Minnesota allowed their experiences to go unrecorded. Good- 
hue, on the other hand, was highly articulate; and, unlike 
many frontier editors, he filled his columns with local items. 
His paper, therefore, became a mirror of his region, and his 
story has value for all interested in the settlement of the 
Great Lakes area. 

Mrs. Berthel, the competent and careful author of this 
volume, is well aware that Goodhue is more important as 
a witness than as a participant in events. Hence, after 
sketching the editor’s career, she devotes most of the volume 
to reprinting pieces from the Pioneer. The selections are 
well chosen, and their value is increased by excellent illustra- 
tions. 

This is local history. Some will say that James Madison 
Goodhue had no national importance, and that none but con- 
firmed Minnesotans will be interested in quotations from a 
St. Paul newspaper of 1849-1852. But those of us who be- 
lieve in state history look at i t  in another way. We feel that 
the lives of the great national figures tell only part  of the 
story. We feel that those who write our national history 
in the future will find much of value in books like this, books 
which deal with local subjects of national significance. 

University of Wisconsin Fred Harvey Harrington 

Peter Norbeck: Prairie Statesman. By Gilbert Courtland 
Fite. Volume XXII, No. 2, of the University of Mis- 
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souri Studies. (Columbia, University of Missouri, 1948, 
pp. 217. Illustrations, bibliography, index, and portrait 
of Peter Norbeck frontispiece. $2.50.) 

A newcomer to South Dakota soon hears of Peter Nor- 
beck (1870-1936), and so pronounced are the comments that 
he may at first believe “Old Pete” to be still alive. For the 
broad shoulders, thick necked 240 pound well driller who 
preached a philosophy of liberalism and hard work in an 
incorruptible Norwegian accent left an imprint. His biogra- 
phy has a significance, however, that is broader than his home 
state, for  it  illuminates the rural side of the Progressive Era 
and because Norbeck’s sixteen years as United States sena- 
tor supplies the author with an opportunity to write an ex- 
cellent summary of recent agricultural history. This is a 
professional job by a practicing historian-meaning that it 
is an  unadorned, honest account written according to the 
standards of scientific history. A clear style is marred only 
by too obvious and frequent attempts to achieve variety by 
use of short exclamatory sentences. 

From a boyhood that might have been lifted from Ole 
Rolvaag’s novels of Scandinavian pioneer life, young Peter 
Norbeck turned to artesian well drilling with phenomenal 
success. In 1906 he entered politics as a Progressive Republi- 
can, his Scandinavian origin, acquaintance among the 
farmers, and business success making him a valuable recruit. 
Consequently, he rose rapidly from state senator to gover- 
nor, serving two terms in the latter office from 1917 to 
1921. 

Though a bitter foe of the Nonpartisan League, he 
adopted part of its program by putting the state into busi- 
ness to the extent of rural credits, hail insurance, a coal mine, 
and cement factory. Rural credits failed completely and 
will cost the taxpayers $57,000,000 by the time the last bonds 
are retired in 1960. Judgment of the hail insurance and coal 
mine depends chiefly upon whether they are viewed from a 
financial or regulatory basis. By setting the price of the 
plant’s products at the regular market price, the cement 
factory has been an unqualified and continuing success. 

Elected to the United States Senate in 1920 as a Theo- 
dore Roosevelt Republican, he became a consistent supporter 
of farm legislation aimed at surplus control. In turn, Nor- 
beck worked for the Farmer’s Export Corporation, McNary- 
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Haugen Bill, domestic allotment plans, and the A.A.A., but 
opposed the Agricultural Marketing Act. 

A summary judgment of Norbeck must place on the 
debit side his articulate belief in the special worth of the 
Teutonic people, his inconsistencies in foreign affairs, and an 
apparent willingness to provide relief for the farmers at the 
expense of other economic groups. As to his experimental 
economic measures, one can agree with author Fite that 
evaluation will be measured “by the same yardstick that future 
historians will apply to the New Deal in general.” C!early 
on the credit side was the undoubted sincerity of his efforts. 
Likewise, he had been the agent of industrialism that reduced 
the cost of the average artesian we11 from about four thou- 
sand dollars to four hundred dollars. As a conservationist 
he founded Custer State Park while governor and in the 
senate championed all measures to preserve public lands, 
create national parks, and protect migratory wild fowl. He 
secured federal appropriations for the completion of Mount 
Rushmore Memorial and was personally responsible for the 
inclusion of his Bull Moose leader among the scu!ptered 
heads. Happy but tiring days were spent clambering through 
the Black Hills with the engineers to insure that highways 
leading to the Needles and over Iron Mountain follow scenic 
rather than scientific routes. Norbeck would probably be 
surprised, but not necessarily regretful, that the South Da- 
kotans are yearly placing greater stress upon his work for 
the Hills and less upon his political activity. 

Univemity of South Dakota Cedric Cummins 

The Territorial Papers of the United States. Compiled and 
edited by Clarence Edwin Carter. Volume XIII, The 
Territoi-y of Louisiana-Missouri, 1803-1 806. (Washing- 
ton, Government Printing Office, 1948, pp. xi, 641. In- 
dex. $3.50.) 
This is the first of three volumes on the Louisiana- 

Missouri Territory. It is divided into three parts: (1) 
“Papers relating to the Foundations of the Territory of 
Louisiana-Missouri, 1803-1804” ; (2) “Papers relating to the 
District of Louisiana, 1804-1805” ; and (3) “Papers relating 
to the Administration of Governor Wilkinson, 1805-1806.” 
Part One, less than fifty pages, covers the period from the 


