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his panorama was three miles in length, a rival artist claimed that his 
measured four miles. McDermott concludes that the longest was actually 
about 3,750 feet. Hurriedly assembled, these panoramas were certainly 
not artistic masterpieces, but they delighted numerous audiences as 
they portrayed the wonder, variety, grandeur, and majesty of the 
Father of Waters, while reel after reel unwound amid exciting and 
exaggerated commentary. The panoramas are reminders not only of 
the great importance of the Mississippi for travel and trade in pioneer 
days but also of its great significance in the minds and imaginations 
of the pioneers themselves. 

Although McDermott indicates that  the artists, of course, did not 
visit all of the places which they painted, this reviewer failed to note 
any attention to the possibility that  the artists made definite use of 
information and descriptions from the various guides to the navigation 
of the Mississippi. At any rate, the probability of such indebtedness 
is  obvious, for from such guides much of the Mississippi could have 
been painted f a r  from the actual site of scenery portrayed. “Bor- 
rowings” from Timothy Flint, however, are indicated. The book includes 
numerous scenes from the panoramas, illustrations of descriptive items, 
and related pictures. 

Indiana University Donald F. Carmony 

Negro Tales from Pine Bluff, Arkunsas, and Calvin, Michigan. By 
Richard M. Dorson. Indiana University Publications Folklore 
Series, No. 12. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1958. 
Pp. xviii, 292. Indices, bibliography. Paperbound, $3.00.) 

It is appropriate that  Professor Dorson present his credentials 
through the University Press upon becoming the Chairman of the 
Department of Folklore of Indiana University, although he has con- 
tributed an  earlier article to the Press in the volume honoring Distin- 
guished Service Professor Stith Thompson, whom he succeeds. Richard 
Dorson, too, has contributed many articles on Negro folktales to Midwest 
Folklore, also published at Bloomington. The present monograph rep- 
resents him very well, especially as a cultural historian. 

Dorson’s collection is unique on two counts. In the first place, 
the actual collecting on tape of a hundred tales in eight days among 
Negroes at a time of great racial tension is a notable accomplishment 
and brought great praise from the dean of collectors, Vance Randolph, 
of the Ozarks. This technique is contrary to the American tradition 
of leisurely collecting among a people who accept the interviewer as 
one of their own. Secondly, the careful transposition of tales from 
tape to print without the intrusion of dialect rendered orthographically 
represents a victory. The careful, complete, scholarly notes, cross- 
indexes, analogues, tale type and motif numbers round out a volume that 
should please historian, anthropologist, or folklorist. Since the latter 
half of this work is in reality a continuation of an  earlier volume of 
Negro tales from Michigan (see Indiana Magazine of Histoly, LIII 
[September, 19573, 329-331), this review will be concerned with the 
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Arkansas collectanea. The divisions used in this new volume are  
similar to those in the previous one. In  fact, new material presented 
in this latest volume corroborates the point of view that the Negro 
endlessly repeats stories from nearly every possible source. 

The section entitled “In the Field” modestly defines a method of 
collecting which should be required reading for individuals doing field 
work-if only there were a like chapter on the unwinding of tapes, the 
typing, indexing, and classifying of materials. The results of such 
diligent scholarship, however, can be seen in the concluding parts of 
the book in a description of the informants, lists of tale types and 
motifs, and references. “Animal and Bird Stories,” a category most 
people associate with Uncle Remus, are chiefly variants of earlier 
recorded tales, some of which are international in distribution. “Old 
Marster and John” along with “Protest Tales” form a body of popular 
literature which contains deft satire and displays swift wit not often 
associated with the Negro, probably because of minstrel stage stereo- 
typing. Minstrels, by the way, influenced the Negro and his tales, as 
another section of Dorson’s book reveals. “Spirits,” a collection of 
superstitions, are anecdotal in nature and reflect fairly common beliefs 
of the southern Negro. “Jocular Tales,” which this reviewer likes 
best, shows the wide range of Negro humor-jokes, jests, tall-tales, 
anecdotes-that has been borrowed from many sources and adapted to 
local situations, thus providing interesting parallels to national and 
international types of humorous oral literature. 

Each variant of a given tale type o r  each example of a story motif 
is clearly labeled, each informant’s name given, each tale told in that 
informant’s own words without the kind of editing that makes many 
earlier collections unscholarly and inaccurate. The casual reader need 
not be deterred by the running commentary, for this is good reading; he 
can, however, read the tales alone for the entertainment value they 
certainly contain. No one need wonder, as he would in reading the 
“popular” books of folklore, whether or not this volume is authentic. 
It is-a fact which gives Richard Dorson’s writing significance. 

Purdue University William Tillson 

Geology of the Great Lakes. By Jack L. Hough. (Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1968. Pp. xviii, 313. Numerous illustrations, 
maps, charts, and tables; bibliography, index. $8.60.) 

Professor Hough’s Geology of the Great Lakes offers valuable 
information about the Great Lakes area which historians, aa well as 
geologists, will find very useful. For instance, Professor Hough notes 
that various sections of the Old Northwest have at times been on dif- 
ferent slopes of the continental divide between the Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence and the Mississippi basins. This circumstance, plus the fact 
that during historic times the Old Northwest has been drained by both 
the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi rivers, adds perspective to help 
explain why it was that from the advent of the French in the seventeenth 
century until at least the end of the War of 1812 it remained uncertain 
whether the region south of the Great Lakes would ultimately belong 




