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The Attempted Potawatomi Emigration of 1839
Edited by Dwight L. Smith*

Wherever the Indian and the white man came into con-
tact with each other, as American settlements marched
progressively westward, many problems of conflict arose.
The inroads of the pioneers into Indian lands were by no
means appreciated and often led to trouble. There was
ample precedent for Indian suspicion of the Americans.
Past experience with the Spanish, French, and English
beggared comprehension of the ways of the white man and
of his civilization.

The incongruity, the variance, and the incompatibility
of the ways of the two groups led to much misapprehension
and misunderstanding. The white man was convinced of
the inevitability of his progress westward. The Indian was
not thusly convinced but was determined to hinder, to termi-
nate, and, if possible, to turn back these encroachments on
his lands.

The development of the policy of the United States has
been an evolutionary one that has looked upon the Indian
in turn as a conquered foe, a subject, and a ward. What
to do about the indigenous Indian living on and having title
to the lands which he coveted, was the immediate problem
facing the frontiersman and his government. The recipro-
cal depredations of the one against the other led many a
pioneer to conclude that ‘“the only good Indian is a dead
Indian.” Others were more humanitarian and directed their
efforts to the assimilation of the Indians believing it to be
merely a matter of time until they would satisfactorily have
acquired the “arts of civilization.”

While the government was party to both extirpation
and humanitarianism, its general policy was one of extin-
guishing Indian titles to lands by negotiated treaties. These
treaties made no provisions for new homes for the displaced
Indians, and, except for reservations made within the ceded
lands by some of the treaties, they were pushed westward
treaty by treaty. This policy was gradually changed and

* Dwight L. Smith is an instructor in history at Qhio State Uni-
versity, Columbus, Ohio.
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replaced by the removal policy. Instead of a cession for a
stipulated annuity and other trifles, the removal policy pro-
vided for an exchange of lands. A treaty would grant to a
tribe a tract of government land west of the Mississippi
River and the means of transportation to that tract in ex-
change for the lands of that tribe that were east of the
Mississippi River.

As early as February, 1803, Thomas Jefferson, in dis-
cussing Indian affairs with William Henry Harrison, indi-
cated that he would look with favor upon a removal policy
to territory beyond the Mississippi River. This was before
the Louisiana Purchase had been made. This, as he saw it,
was the only alternative the Indians would have to incor-
poration “with us as citizens of the US.,” and it should be
accomplished peacefully. “Should any tribe be fool-hardy
enough to take up the hatchet a[t] any time,” he added
somewhat parenthetically as a corollary to the removal
policy, “the siezing [sic] the whole country of that tribe &
driving them across the Missisipi, as the only condition of
peace, would be an example to others, and a furtherance of
our final consolidation.”?

When Jefferson received news of the cession of Louisi-
ana Territory to the United States in 1803, he drew up a
proposed amendment to the Constitution.? This action is
better understood in the light of a statement made to Albert
Gallatin a few months earlier. “I think it will be safer,”
he wrote, “not to permit the enlargement of the Union but
by amendment of the Constitution.”* The greater part of

1 Jefferson to Harrison, Washington, February 27, 1803, in Clar-
ence E. Carter (comp. and ed.), The Territorial Papers of the United
States (Washington, 1934- ), The Territory of Indiana, 1800-1810,
VII (1939), 88-92.

2 Drafts of an Amendment to the Constitution, [July, 1803], in
Paul L. Ford (ed.), The Writings of Thomas Jefferson (10 vols., New
York, 1892-1899), VIII (1897), 241-249,

See also Annie H. Abel, “The History of Events Resulting in
Indian Consolidation West of the Mississippi,” Annual Report of the
American Historical Association for the Year 1906 (2 vols., Washing-
ton, 1908), I, 233-450, passim. Abel apparently did not use the Jef-
ferson letter of February 27, 1803, because she credits this proposed
amendment as the first direct and official advocacy of the removal
policy. ‘“Before the issue of the constitutional supplement in the sum-
mer of 1803, there is positively no trace of a plan for ... a removal
policy with the Indians” (p. 243, note a).

3Jefferson to Gallatin, January, 1803, in Henry Adams (ed.),
ITI’? Writings of Albert Gallatin (3 vols.,, Philadelphia, 1879), I, 114-
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this proposed amendment, however, was devoted to the In-
dians and included provision for removal of Indians east of
the Mississippi River to Louisiana north of thirty-one de-
grees north latitude.* In a postscript to a letter to the Secre-
tary of State, Jefferson modified the proposed amendment.
No new states should be established or grants of land made,
other than to Indians, of that part of Louisiana “lying north
of the latitude of the mouth of Oreansa [Arkansas] river.”
Grants could be made to the Indians in exchange for “equiva-
lent portions” occupied by them east of the Mississippi
River.®

The President was enabled, by the act which created
Louisiana Territory, to arrange with any Indian tribes for
an exchange of their lands for property of the United States
on the west side of the Mississippi River, “in case the said
tribes shall remove and settle thereon.” A sum of several
thousand dollars was appropriated to enable the President
to carry out the removal policy as therein provided for.®

Generally speaking little was accomplished in the next
decade and a half to put the removal policy into effect. The
practice of extinguishment of Indian ownership to land was
carried on by the negotiation of treaties with tribes both
individually and collectively. Not until Andrew Jackson be-
came President was the removal plan actively used. By an
act of May 28, 1830, the President could specify districts
west of the Mississippi River for tribes that might choose
to remove there in exchange for the lands to which they
held title. The government would aid and assist these
tribes to remove to, and to settle in, districts on the other
side of the Mississippi River.” While Jackson was chiefly
interested in removal of the southern Indians, some atten-
tion was given to those tribes north of the Ohio River. In
1832, a Congressional appropriation was made for the ex-

4 Drafts of an Amendment to the Constitution, [July, 1803], in
Ford, Writings of Jefferson, VIII, 241-249.

5 Jefferson to James Madison, Monticello, August 25, 1803, in
Albert E. Bergh (ed.), The Writings of Thomas Jefferson . . . (20
vols., Washington, 1905-1907), X (1907), 412-415.

64“An Act Erecting Louisiana into Two Territories, and Providing
for the Temporary Government Thereof,” March 26, 1804, in United
States Statutes at Large, 11, 283-289.

74An Act to Provide for an Exchange of Lands with the Indians
Residing in Any of the States or Territories, and for Their Removal
West of the River Mississippi,” May 28, 1830, in ibid., IV, 411-413.
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press purpose of holding treaties to extinguish Indian titles
in Indiana, Illinois, and the Territory of Michigan.®

By treaties of 1832, 1834, and 1836, the Potawatomi of
Indiana ceded their lands within the state. By the 1836
treaties they agreed, within a period of two years, to yield
possession and remove, at government expense, west of the
Mississippi River. In 1838, at the end of the two-year period,
they were quite reluctant to leave, and after the white squat-
ters threatened a showdown they were forcibly gathered
together for removal.® The story of the 1838 Potawatomi
emigration is told by the official journal of its conductor
and bits of correspondence preserved in The William Polke
Collection. The letters of Father Benjamin M. Petit, who
accompanied the emigration as a missionary, give a vivid
description of the removal from Indiana in 1838.1°

Though it would have been much desired, the 1838 emi-
gration did not remove all the Potawatomi still remaining in
Indiana. Some of the sick, who had remained behind, later
formed a party of their own under Jacob Hull and joined
the main body en route.* Stragglers and many others who
became sick as the emigration progressed, lagged behind and
returned to Indiana to rejoin the remnants there.:?

Another emigration was contemplated for the following
year whereby the Potawatomi still remaining in Indiana

8“An Act to Enable the President to Extinguish Indian Title with-
in the State of Indiana, Illinois, and Territory of Michigan,” July 9,
1832, in tbid., IV, 564.

9 The background to the 1838 Potawatomi emigration is given in
more complete detail in Dwight L. Smith (ed.), A Continuation of the
Journal of an Emigrating Party of Potawatomi Indians, 1838, and
Ten William Polke Manuscripts,” Indiana Magazine of History (Bloom-
ington, Indiana, 1905- ), XLIV (1948), 393-408.

10 Ibid. “Journal of an Emigrating Party of Pottawattomie In-
dians, 1838,” Indiana Magazine of History, XXI (1925), 315-336. Irv-
ing McKee (ed.), “The Trail of Death, Letters of Benjamin Marie
Petit,” Indiana Historical Society Publications (Indianapolis, Indiana,
1895- ), XIV (1944), 3-141.

11 Entry for October 30, 1838, “Journal of an Emigrating Party
of Pottawattomie Indians, 1838,” Indiana Magazine of %-Iistory, XXI,
333. “Journal of an Emigration of a detachment of Indians belonging
to the Indian Emigration under the Charge of Jacob Hull,” September
27, to October 30, 1838, manuscript in The William Polke Collection in
possession of Mrs. Fanny Scott Rumely, La Porte, Indiana.

1z¢“Journal of an Emigrating Party of Pottawattomie Indians,
1838,” Indiana Magazine of History, XXI, 315-336, passim. Entries
for November 27 and 28, 1838, in Smith, “A Continuation of the
Journal of an Emigrating Party of Potawatomi Indians, 1838, and Ten
William Polke Manuscripts,” ibid., XLIV, 400,
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would be removed to join the others west of the Mississippi
River. Extensive plans were made and the Indians were pre-
pared. Plans and efforts came to nought, however, as the
panic of 1837 spread westward and began to affect the banks
of Indiana in the fall of 1839 so that funds were no longer
available to carry out the projected removal. It was not
until the following summer that another expedition was
formed.’* A method similar to that employed by General
John Tipton in the 1838 emigration was used to corral the
Potawatomi of southern Michigan and northern Indiana be-
fore the 1840 emigration could get under way.’* The move-
ment got under way late in September and included quite
a number of Ottawa Indians as well.’

The attempted Potawatomi emigration of 1839 has here-
tofore been unchronicled. Its narrative is now brought to
light through a journal and a series of letters by its princi-
pals that are here reproduced from The William Polke Col-
lection by the kind permission of Mrs. Fanny Scott Rumely
of La Porte, Indiana. They consist of letters chiefly between
William Polke* and Samuel Milroy'” and the “Journal of

13 Logansport, Indiana, Telegraph, August 15, 1840,

14 Indianapolis, Indiana, Journal, November 14, 1840. Niles’ Na-
tional Register (76 vols., Baltimore, Washington, and Philadelphia,
1811-1849), LIX, 148 (November 7, 1840). This publication was
variously known as The Weekly Register, 1811-1814; Niles’ Weekly
Register, 1814-1837; Niles' National Register, 1837-1849.

15 Niles’ National Register, LIX, 17 (September 12, 1840), 50 (Sep-
tember 26, 1840), and 85 (October 10, 1840).

16 Polke had been appointed conductor for the projected 1839 emi-
gration. For a biographical sketch of Polke see Smith, “A Continuation
of the Journal of an Emigrating Party of Potawatomi Indians, 1838,
and Ten William Polke Manuscripts,” Indiana Magazine of History,
XLIV, 396, note 10. For additional facts on Polke, see Polke to the
Editor, Chippewa, Indiana, February 3, 1840, in Washington, National
Intelligencer, February 27, 1840; Geneal Prather, “The Construction
of the Michigan Road, 1830-1840,” Indiana Magazine of History, XL
(1944), 243-279, passim.

17 Milroy, one of the prominent pioneers of early Indiana, was
born in 1780, in Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, and was a carpenter
and joiner by trade. In 1806, he crossed the Allegheny Mountains and
descended the Ohio River, settling in Nelson County, Kentucky. In
1814, Milroy moved his family to Washington County, Indiana, near
Salem, and soon became active in territorial affairs. He represented
the county in the 1816 constitutional convention and in eight sessions
of the legislature. He advanced to the rank of brigadier general in
the state militia, and was appcinted register of the Crawfordsville
land office in 1829. Beginning in 1836, he represented Carroll County
in three sessions of the legislature. Milroy also served as subagent
for the Miami Indians, 1839-1841, and in 1845, until his death in the
same year. James H. Stewart, Recollections of the Early Settlement
of Carroll County, Indiuna (Cincinnati, Ohio, 1872), 170-186, passim.
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procedings in Collecting Indians for Emigratio[n]},” Septem-
ber 25 to October 25, 1839, kept by the former. Accuracy
has been stressed in the reproduction of these manuseripts
even though the grammar and spelling would at times lend
themselves to revision and correction. A white line drawn
through words {cf the Agt) indicates that those words have
been crossed out in the original manuscript. All corrections
or additions to the original documents have been indicated
in brackets.

Samuel Milroy to Willian Polke [ALS]

Indian Agency
Logansport 30th May 1839
Dr Sir
This moment yours of the 29 inst has been received—In reply I
have to state that as yet I am not furnished with any instructions re-
lating to the removeal of the Potowatamis—but I am to be furnished
with instructions reletive to that matter so soon as I am enabled to
say that a portion of those Indians are willing to go, and to designate
the time &ec. I would be pleased to be posessed with all the informa-
tion you have on the Subject—You are aware that it is the object
of the Government to remove the whole of the Indians on this side
of the Mississippi to the west of that River—and that the sooner that
cbject can be affected the bettre [sic] for the Indians—I consider it,
a grate and benevolent object and worthy of the exertions of the wisest
and best of our citizens—and in as much as it, (so far as relates to
our Indians), is to be placed under my superintendence and I will
glady avail myself of the aid you tender me
Allow me to say that so soon as I am able to say to the department,
that a party worth going with, is willing to go, that the authority,
and instructions will be given to take them to their new homes—and
they can [illegible] git n[e]ither them annuities nor supp[l]ies of any
discription in this State, here they have no homes, and it is necessary
for their own good, that they remove—I have mad no engagements nor
given any promise to any one relative to aiding in removing the Indians
it is a matter that requirs deliberation—the applications are numerous
no engagements will be made untill we can settle the time for Action
—I have authorised no one to talk to the Indians on the subject of
emigration and wish to see them myself—and so soon as they decide
to go, I calculate to visit them at their residences or at such place as
they may convene—
Any information you can communicate will be thankfully received—
Your old friend Sr
Saml, Milroy
William Polk Esqr
P.S. At what time would it be the most adviseable to start with
an emigrating party My own opinion suggested not later than the last
of August as a proper time—
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[Addressed] William Polk Esqr Chippewa (P. Mast.) Fulton
county Inda

[Postmarked] LOGAN’sPORT Ia. Jun 1 [1839] Free

[Endorsed] S Milroy

William Polke to Samuel Milroy [C]**

Chippewa June 3rd 1839

D sir
Your friendly letter of 31 ult was duly received with you 1 fully
believe that the Speedy Removal of the Indians to their New homes
west of the Missippi [sic] is a great and Benev[ol]ant undertaking
worthy the exertions of the wise and good of the Nation and the only
thing that can save the Remnant of that unhappy people it was this
view of the subject that first made me interested in the Removal
of the Indians and caused me to turn my attention to the subject, in
my Intercourse with the Indians the last few years from the Numerous
Inquiries of the Indians to me on the subject of the Removal I have
but little Doubts but the most of them can be Induced to consent to
Remove the present season Indeed they are making preparations for
it Wewissah a Chief who Removed last year with the party and who
has returned this Spring to collect some Horses and other property
is Busily engaged in persuading his friends to go he is now gone to
see his friend in Michigan he may be useful as he was in the last
Emigration many others have Inquired of me at what time the Indians
would start west I have always Informed them I could not tell but
whenever they were Ready to go the their great father would send
them. I most heartily Concur in your views of Visiting and talking
to them yourself I know something of how you will be Harrassed with
applicants for places each one pressing his own Claims as to the Im-
portance of his being employed as tending to the success of the Emi-
gration particularly Interpretters on this subject by Experience I have
some Knowledge of the Qualifications and usefulness of some which
at the proper time I will Inform you of as at present it will be proper
to Maintain the position you [have] taken of making no engagements
untill Near the time of action we were embarrassed last year with
partial promises that were almost of Necessity made to overcome their
objections which I advised at the time should in future be avoided
and which I am Happy to find are your Correct views on the subject
An Emigrating party is so totally Different from any thing that I
was ever engaged in that many little Regulations of police may be
Introduced which will lessen both the expense and trouble and be of
much advantage in Conducting the party as to the most proper time
to start I would suggest between the middle and 25 of August as by
then starting by the time you enter the grand prairies the flies are
pretty well over and to start later there is Danger of the winter
overtaking you before your Return I thank you for your friendly

18 From a typescript copy in the Department of Special Collections,
Indiana University Library, Bloomington, Indiana. The original manu-
script has not been found.
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letter as it will Enable me to give the proper answers to such Enquiries

the Indians may make so that I can Render some service in that way

which will afford me pleasure to Render you all the aid in my power
I Remain your old friend

Wm. Polke

Ps. I shall hope to see you at Logansport about the 20 Inst as I

expect to be in about that time when we can fully talk of the Business

[Endorsed] Samuel Milroy

William M. Dunham to William Polke [ALS]

Plymouth June 3 1839
My Dear Sir
I have just written to Gen Milroy to obtain a situation under
him as assistant in Removing the Indians West, I also understand
that you are an applicant for the same situation and let me assure
you there is no man I am acquainted with that I would go in Stronger
for in almost any case than I would for you except myself and fur-
ther I do not pretend to claim the talent for the discharge of that
buisiness that you possess, for many reasons, and so have I repre-
sented you to Genr. Milroy as my friend & well wisher, and have re-
quested the Genr, to show you my letter, not fearing what you “would
say in relation to me” Now there is one subject that I wish to mention
and one favor I wish to ask, that is that I am poor and have great
need at this time of some assistance, You are well off my Old Freind
and can very well live without it, I really wish you to think of these
things, Knowing that you always have as near as you could done to
others as you woud have them to do to you, and I am convinced from
what I have seen that such will be your course towards me I have
nothing further to say at this time, only that you will do justice to
your own feelings and the result of such course I am sure will not
be injurious to my feelings
Yours with Respect
Wm M. Dunham
Wm Polke Esqr
[Addressed] Mr. William Polke PM Chippewa Fulton County Ia
[Postmarked] PLYMOUTH Ind. Jun 3 [1839]

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [LS]

Logansport June 22, 1839.
Sir,

Would you favour me with your views relative to the number of
Potawattomes residing within the states of Indiana, Michigan and
Illinois, and that if an effort should be made to organize emigrating
parties in these states, respectively, what number would be raised in
each, to go West of the Mississippi——Your immediate answer to this
requist will be thankfully acknowledged by

Yr. obt Servt.

Saml. Milroy
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Judge Wm Polke

Logansport

Indiana

[Addressed] Judge Wm. Polke Logansport Indiana
[Endorsed] Samuel Milroy to W Polk June 22nd

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [ALS]

Delphi Indiana
Septer 21st 1839
Dr Sir

I have received at last full authority to move the Potowatomy
Indians—so soon as one Hundred or upwards can be raised I am
authorised to cause them to be conducted to a Rendezvous—at which
place the[y] will receive the necessary Rations and a necessary supply
of clothing—nothing like force is to be used they must come volun-
t[aJrily for to the Randozvous—Be so oblidging as forthwith on the
receipt of this to let me know whether a party can in your opinion
be organized in time to avoid the cold weather I am extremly desirous
of sending of a party late as it is in the season—

The clothing for present use food from the leave their wigwams
to the Randezvous and on their Journey-—and food for a year after
they arive at their new home it would seem to me to be strong induce-
ments to these people in their present situation One Hundred is
sufficient to form an emigration party—But I should much rather
have more pleas write as soon as you receive this

Yours &c Respectfuly—

Saml, Milroy

Wm Polk Esqr

[Endorsed] gen s milroy [letter?] Sept 21

William Polke to Samuel Milroy [ALS]

Chippewa Sept 25th 1839

D Sir
yours of the 21st Ins was Recvd by yesterdays mail Informing me
you at length had Recvd Instructions on the subject of the Removal of
the PuttaWattimes I with you much Regret that Instructions had not
been earlier Received as in that case I have no Doubts a good emigrating
Party might hav[e] been attained I am still of opinion a party can be
had amounting to 100 or 120 and late as it is in the seaso[n] I thinke
it will be less Expence to the government than for them to Remain
here as from thier situation their case will be Desparate and I am
fearful unpleasant collisons will arise between the settlers and Indians
I would suggest the propriety of your making one visit as early
as practicable in order to consult with them on the Busi-
ness it might be appointed at or near where I now live as a
centreal point between the Indians at their several Incampments up
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and Down Tippicanoe and yellow River!® what even is Done must be
Immediately attended to <wesre were you to authorise me I would have
have them collected at such point and at such Day as you may Desig-
nate some Expense must necessarly be Incured as in making arrange-
ments for their me[e]ting you some provisions will have to be furnished
when I R[e]ceived your letter yesterday a young Indian was at my
house I sent word by him that the government was now Ready to take
them west to their friends in I am now unable to Ride from at [sic]
attack of Rheumatism and would go to Beracks to Day and see the
Indians on the subject to morrow if I am able I will go and ascertain
their viewse[?] if practicable I should like to hear from you by Re-
turn mail

I am sir yours with Esteem

Wm Polke

ps as your letter was post marked Logansport I have also Directed
a letter to you at that place as no time must be lost

[Endorsed] Wm Polke to s milroy sept 21st 1839

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [ALS]

Logansport Octr 7th 1839
Dr Sir

1 have just arrived after a very tiresom trip—I have seen Mr
Taber?® and he is ready to furnish all the supplies necessary for the
Emigration—and will wait for information as to whether the party
can be revised at the time you send a Messenger to me as to the fact
of reviseing the Emigration be so oblidging as to drop a line also to
Mr Taber—

I have also seen Mr. John Hamilton2! he is ready to undertake
the service we proposed for him and if a term or two would be
necessary to aid the Indians to the Randezvous he can furnish them
at the expected notice and further if you should need his services in
forwarding the Indians to the Randezvous he will be at your services
so soon as he is informed that you need him-—

Very Respectfuly Yours &c

Saml Milroy

18 The Tippecanoe River is a tributary of the Wabash River in
north central Indiana. Yellow River runs a few miles north of the
Tippecanoe River and enters the Kankakee River about five miles
west of Knox, Indiana.

20 Cyrus Taber, a native of Rhode Island, moved to Fort Wayne
in 1820 and became quite active in real estate speculation and the
merchandising business. He later moved to Logansport to supervise
a branch office. Becoming interested in politics he served as county
treasurer and four sessions in the state legislature. Nellie A. Robert-
son and Dorothy Riker (eds.), The John Tipton Papers (8 vols., In-
dianapolis, Indiana, 1942), I, 507, note 13. These volumes are XXIV-
XXVI of) the Indiana Historical Collections (Indianapolis, Indiana,
1916- .

21 John Hamilton had been a wagoner on the 1838 emigration.
‘I‘IList 3()8f7;igagoners, Potawatomi Removal,” September, 1838, in bid.,

I, 738-739.
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William Polk Esqr

P. S. If you need Mr Hamil{t]ons aid write him a line to this
place—

[Addressed] William Polk Esqr Postmaster Chippeway Fulton
co. Ind.

[Postmarked] LOGAN’sPORT Ia. Oct 8 [1839] free

[Endorsed] gen s milroy to W Polke october 7th

William Polke to [Samuel Milroy?] [ALS]

Chipewa october 12th [1839]
private & confidential
Sir
Some Indians was at my house during my Journey up the River
who said that they would not Remove this fall that the president had
written to mr Ewing?2 to furnish them with goods and that he Ewing
would Remove them in the Spring from all that I can learn and Com-
paring Different Circumstances I am Inclined to believe that pro-
posals has been made to Remove the Indians by Contracte in the same

posal was made me Idenctly made to me to become a partner in such
a project as you Could not Succeed &c and from the Conduct of the
Indians there all telling the same Story there has been emissaries
among them
yours as Ever
Wm Polke
[Endorsed] Copy to Gen Milroy october 12th

William Polke to [Samuel Milroy] [ALS]

Chipp[e]wa october 12th 1839

D Sir
agreably to your Inst[rJuctions early on monday the Tth Instant
in company with Thomas Robb2? as Interpreter I proceded up the
Tippecanoe in order visit the Indians camps and ascertain their views
to emigrating this fall on ariving at Benacks2?¢ I found the Indians
had generally Dispersed as they had aban[d]oned the Idea of Remov-
ing this fall on account of the Lateness of the season I found

22 Alexander Ewing and sons, Charles W., William G., George W.,
and Alexander H., of A. Ewing and Sons, moved to Fort Wayne from
Ohio in 1822, and were best known for their fur trading and real
estate operations, They carried on extensive trading with the Indians
and presented large claims against their annuity payments. Branch
houses were established in Peru, Logansport, and Lagro, Indiana, and
in Minnesota and Missouri. Ibid., I, 326, notes 44 and 45; 328, note 49.

23 Thomas Robb was a clerk for the Ewings and often acted as
interpreter. Ibid., I, 326, note 44.

24 Stephen Benack (Bennac, Osheakkebe) was the chief of the
Potawatomi village located a few miles north of present Warsaw,
Kosciusko County, Indiana. Ibid, I, 617, note 28.
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Checo Koos2®> one of the most Intelligent of the Indians who
said he could not go this fall it was so Late but that he would
early in the spring [Moses] Bunet [Bonet] being absent I left a letter
for him stating your proposition &c Requesting him to me[e]t me on my
Return of Thursday or friday and passed on the same evening to
Leesburgh in Kosciusco County where I found Mr Reid?¢ there were
also several Indians Drinking and objected on account of the Lateness
of the season and Declined assisting us the next morning I visited
the Cheif at his Camp who I found Intoxicated but who promised
me he would become sober and talk with me on my return I thus
proceded on to Blue River2? with in 20 miles of fort wayne when I was
Informed there was a small Band waiting to Remove when I arrived
I found about 25[?] the most wretched and Degraded Beings I ever
witnessed Intoxicated and were in a state of [manuscript illegible]
the Inhabitants exasperated at them and the person who supplyed
them with whisky they readily agreed to emigrate when they became
sober to prevent unpleasant Circumstances or Collisions I made ar-

rangements to have them Removed Lot and left Rob to conduct them
and Hastened on my Return to meet those I passed as I had seen as

I found them sober but Refused to go this fall it was so late but
all said they had been Ready to go earlier and would be Ready Early
in the spring on passing by Bunets he had left home I think we are
Released from all obligations to employ either Reed or Bunet here-
after on my arrival at home last evening I found learned that several
Indians had been here to see me in my absence this morning I again
Rode Down to the village at Robbs as I was fearful from what I had
heard they had separated and abandoned the Idea of Removing but I
found a few more Collected and anxious to Remove or to Know at
once so that they might separate and Hunt as they were nearly out
of provisions I prevailed upon them to Remain three Days by which
time Rob would be here under all the circumstance Can we colect
between 20 & 100 I shall Bring them on Believing we can so Explain
the Business to the Department they will approve of our course for
so small a party we must Dispence with guards and other unnecessary
persons as we must make it a Cheap Emigration

I send you this by Mr Moses Bonet who has Kindly agreed to take
it to you on monday he is a gentleman whc you may Rely upon any

tate any statements he may make to you he was very serviceable to

01

25 Chechaukkose (Chechawkose, Chicose, ete.) or Little Crane was
the chief of the Potawatomi village located between Benack’s village
and the present city of Warsaw. Frederick W. Hodge (ed.), Handbook
of American Indians North of Mexico (2 parts, Washington, 1907-
1910), part 1 (1907), 241.

26 Probably Charles Reid (Reed), an Indian trader. “Charles
Reed: Bond for Trader’s License, August 12, 1823,” in Robertson and
Riker, The John Tipton Papers, 1, 313-314.

27 Probably Blue Creek that flows into Eel River about five miles
south of present Columbia City, Whitley County, Indiana.
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us in the last emigration when I see you I can more fully explain
my Journey &c

Your obedient serv
Wm Polke

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [ALS]

Delphi Octr 21st 1839
Dr Sir,

A deputitions of the Potowatomis have been to visit me—with
Pash-po?® at their head Mr Barson?® Mr Robb—and Mr Trucky3? were
with them—and they have given me assurences that they can raise a
party of seventy at this late period—and are disposed to emigrate—
they say the[y] have the winter to endure and they may as well be
on they way as any where else—If on the receipt of this—you also are
disposed to go as conductor, on the terms we spoke of-—and a party
of the number you sbove spoken of can be obtained—you are hereby
authorised to take the most prompt measures for forwarding them
here, and every thing shall be ready for continuing thfe]ir Journey—
without any delay—I have given orders to Mr Taber, to furnish them
with blankets—who are here, and will have blankets and other clothing
ready for them when they arrive here—those here will receive their
blankets on their return home—

The regulations require that not to exceed 1500 lbs be taken for
every 50 persons—we will not be too particular on this subject, but
must conform as near as may be pssiblc to the regulations—something
like or near that proportion will regulate the transportation of bag-
gage I suppose five two Horse teams—will easy convoy th[e]ir
bagage—as to officers I shall leave it very much to you—and will
do with as few individuals as can be got along with—If on the whole
you conclude that it is imposible to go at this late season of the year—
you will so inform the Indians—and request them to hold themselves
in readyness for an early emigration in the spring If however you
think it practacticab[le] [sic] to go—you will be so good as to take
measures for furnishing them with provisions on the route to this
place for which your vouchers will be duely honoured and from hear
a Commisary will be appointed—I have by this oportunity written to
Mr Hamilton to hold himself subject to you orders—

28 Pashpo (Pashpoho, Pashpoo) was the chief of a Potawatomi
village situated on Yellow River, a tributary of the Kankakee River.
“Tipton: Memorandum for Moses H. Scott, May, 1829,” in Robertson
and Riker, The John Tipton Papers, 1I, 169-171.

29 Joseph Barron was a French fur trader from Vincennes and
has been characterized as “Harrison’s most capable and trusted
interpreter and scout.”” He had been present at the negotiations and
had signed nearly all the treaties negotiated by Harrison with the
Indians. Logan Esarey (ed.), Messages and Letters of William Henry
Harrison (2 vols., Indianapolis, Indiana, 1922), I, 165, note 3. These
volumes are VII and IX of the Indiana Historical Collections.

30 Joseph Truckey was probably a French trader. Tipton to Lewis
Cass, Agency Office, October 31, 1828, in Robertson and Riker, The
John Tipton Papers, I1, 113.
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Any thing not herein adverted to, will be left on the terms we
Spoke of, or left to your own discretion [?] is, you know enjoined on
me—and I doubt not you will observe it in all that relates to this
emigration—

Very respectfully your friend &c

Saml. Milroy
Supt

Wm Polk Esqr

P. S. so soon as you find the number of the emigration please
to drop a line to Mr Taber, who is to furnish each with a Blanket
and also the tents we spoke of will be furnished—If you so order it
Mr Hamilton will bring the Blankets and tents to the Rendezvous

S Milroy

Judge Polk—

[Addressed] Wm Polk Esqr Chippeway Fulton county Ind Care
of Mr Robb

[Endorsed] ge[n] S Milroy W Polk octo. 21st 1839

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [ALS]

Delphi Octr 22d 1839—
Dr Sir

I wrote you yesterday by Mr Robb I again address you least
something may not be sufficiently understood—I have informed the
Indians that none but them that would actually emigrate should under
any pretence whatever have provisions—and that none should be al-
lowed to have a pound of Government provisions unless enrolled to
emigrate—and that Government would under no pretence give pro-
visions or articles of clotheing to those who were not disposed to emi-
grate—this you will please make known to all the Indians—and the
gre[a]test care must be taken that none enroll to go with the intention
of obtaining provisions &c Ewing and his emisaries are at work and
every fraud will be attempted—

I am of opinion that Robb is not to be depended on—and have
informed him that you would be required in the strictest manner to
dismiss every man that would git drunk—I have been told he was
drunk when you and me was calculating on him for public service of
the most important character Drunkards in no instence will be per-
mitted to remain in public employ-——the bad example is a sufficient
reason for the enforcement of this regulation—

Dr. Sir. I rely on your judgement and discration in all that relates
to starting this handful of Indians so late in the season—The reasons
that induced me to accept of a less emigration than one Hundred is
that this party-—has been relying on emigrating and have not made
the provision for winter that otherwise they would have done—and If
I would refuse to send them when they are desirous of going it would
most probably be injurious as to future operations—The[y] say truely
the[y] have the winter to endure and if going they will be clothed for
it, if not they are without clothing as well as provisions humanity I
think requires them to be sent in as much as they are desirous to go—
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I have ventured to give those that came to see me blankets. I
trust I may not be cheated by them—we have risks to run with these
people—I calculate to be ready in all respects to send them on very
soon on their being brought hear—a dificulty had like to have arrisen
with these people the[y] pretended to believe that I would furnish
wagons to carry all thier plunder at that rate it would have required
a Wagon for every family or man—you know the regulations and we
must conform to them as near as may be as well as convaying their
Bagage to the Randazvous as on the route such deviations as discre-
tion and prudence would dictate may be made as to transporting their
household stuf hear but from here the regulations must be strictly
observed and I have so told them and it will be proper to so inform
them on all occasions—I say to them that the Government invites them
to go on the most liberal terms. While we would gladly accept half
such good terms—if they accept it is well, they will solicit to be taken
before they are again invited—and I hesitate not to say that as good
terms will not again be offered—I hope if they Indians go it will suit
you to go with them we need your experience and your age will com-
mand respect use your discretion as to sending a messenger to let me
know as to the starting of the party and when to look for them if
they go—

Your friend and obdt Srv [manuscript torn]

Saml Milroy
Ind Agent

Wm Polk Esqr

[Addressed] Wm Polk Esq Chippeway Fulton County Indiana
care of Pash. po

[Endorsed] gen s milroy to W Polk Oct 22 1839

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [ALS]

Delphi 23d of October 1839—

Dr Sir
After the party of Indians left my house having letters to you
from me relative to an emigration—I went into Delphi and the first
news that met me was the Bank Suspension-—from which I think it
indispensible to wait the orders of the department relative to funds
for the proposed emigration. My instructions did not authorise me
to anticipate the Department as to procuring of funds—tho’ for the
purpose of sending these people a way who were so desirous of going
I should have done so—but now as the Banks have all Suspended and
suspending specie payments3—I] have determined to wait the orders
of the Department and be strictly governed by my instructions which
is as follows Viz “Funds will be placed in your hands for the emigra-
tion whenever this office shall be informed that they will be wanted
upon reasonable calculation” I am making out this cal[c]ulation, or

31 On May 10, 1837, banks in New York suspended specie payment.
Gradually most of the banks over the country also suspended specie
ayment. Reginald C. McGrane, The Panic of 1837, Some Financial
groblems of the Jacksonian Era (Chicago, 1924), passim.
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estimate, and will forthwith forward it to the Department for an emi-
gration of one Hundred Indians and so soon as the funds are re-
ceived, then if the Indians are still disposed to go, an effort will be
made to send them, not with standing the effort of the Logansport
people—doubtless under the present circumstances you will think with
me—that it is altogether necessary to allow the Department to furnish
the funds as they have promised to do—if the funds are not needed
they need not be drawn from the public depository—I therefore have
to request that you will take such means as you find most convenient
to require the Indians that were disposed to emigrate to hold on for
the present, untill funds are obtained from the Goverment-—The funds
were and are obtaineable but they would be in Bank paper—that might
become unavaileable on our hands—You will as requested in my for-
mer letter pleas certify the services of the individuals employed by
you to communicate inteligence to the Indians, as also your own time
so employ—as also the ammount of provisions furnished to the Indians
—and a requisition will be made for the money—to pay the expense
I am rather of opinion, Robbs account is larger as he give it to me,
I presume he was drunk a part of the time—

You will again hear from me shortly—If it could be ascertained
that any other mode than that adopted by the Government as to
sending away the Indians would be more effecatious or cheaper—I
certainly would favour it, and heartily recommend it to the Govern-
ment, whether it was by Contract or any other way—the object is to
git the Indians away and if the Logansport people can move them at
a saveing to the Goverment I will certainly favour their plan, and
you are hereby authorised to say so to them if you think proper—I
care not who moves the Indians, so it be done speedily—and with
economy——pleas write me on the receipt of this

Your old friend And obdt Servt

Saml Milroy

Wm Polk Esqr

P. S. I have by last mail received a letter from Mr Ketchen of
St Joseph Co Michigan—relative to the Indians in his vicinity—he is
of opinion that nothing but an armed force, will move the Indians in
Michigan—1I trust milder means will be found to answer—

[Addressed] Wm Polk Esqr Postmaster Chippeway Fulton Co
Indiana Delphi Ind Oct. 23d Free

[Endorsed] S Milroy to Wm Polke october 23rd

William Polke to [Cyrus Taber] [ALS]

Wm Polke

Chippewa october 23rd 1839
Sir
Chippewa octobe[r] 23
handed me by T Robb this morning I thank you for your Suggestions

as to the proper course of proceeding this winter it is in accordance
with my views but I know not whether the Gen Melroys would Instruc-
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tions weculd will authorise such a Course of proceedings with out
special Instructions from the Commissioner of Indian affairs I have
Sent him a Copy of your letter with my own views views there on and
should the Department authorise such a course 1 have no Doubt that
it will be an act of Benevolence & Humanity on the part of the gov-
ernment and will advance the cause of emigration next year I have
given Robb & Pashpo three Days to Raise the Required number of
Emigrants and should they (Contrary to my expectation) Raise them
I will forth with advise you there of and start
I am sir your with Respect
Wm Polke

William Polke to Samuel! Milroy [ALS]
Chippewa October 23rd 1839

Dear sir
yours of the 21 by Robb and 22 Pashpo come to hand this morning
I am Decidedly of the opinion under with the Difficulties we have to

encounter that the Requisite number of Seventy Cannot be obtained
and I so Informed Mr. Robb and Pashpo this morning and Informed
told them we could not Incur any further expence on uncertainty but
that if they Could obtain seventy I would forth with ke Ready

I
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take them west I Informed him T would he zaid he would Return in
Al e o ~ M a annsld mad dla nresvtmiba - 3 H H 3
three Days if he could get the Reguisite Number it will be Difficult

should he get the Required Number this late {should the weather szt
in should the weather set in cold and wet) in passing the Illinois
prairies but I think it practicable and wiii in all my Communications
with the Indians I have invariably told them that we could not promise
them as good terms Next year and have on all occasions told them
they ought to go this season for if they Did not go they need not
expect any mony in this country I am much pleased that you Informed
Robb that you should Require all Drunkards to be Dismissed the public
service I fully agree with you that Robb is not to be Depended upon
Indeed there are but few that have lived with the Indians that we
can put Implicit Confidence in but must guard agains their Deceptions
on my Return from the head of Tippecanoe I wrote to Mr Taber that
probably an emigrating party would be Raised but expressed some
Doubts and Requested his opinion on what would be the proper Course
to pursue this winter in order to Insure a prompt emigration Next
spring in case we failed this fall Mr Robb this morning brought me
a letter from him of which I enclose you a copy and my Reply on this
date Some time the ensuing week I will visit you so that we can
Digest our mode of operations during the winter to counteract the
movements of Mr E[wing] & his emissaries which I think may be
Done by Beginning in time

I am Sir your obedient ser
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ps I have certified Robbs Bill as you Requested please when you
pay him Retain sixteen Dollars which I have advanced him and Which
he obtained on my Credit whill [sic] to Defray his traveling Expences
W P

[Endorsed] W Polke to S Milroy Octo 23 1839 Copy

William Polke to [Samuel Milroy?] [ALS]

Chippewa October 28th 1839
Sir

yours of the 23 was rec[e]ived on the eveing of the 25th it un-
fortunately at Logans was not put in the way mail that after I had
mailed you my letter of that date Directing me to suspend all futher
operations in Regard to the emigrating Puttawattimies and on the
morning of the 26th I proceeded to the Incampment about 14 miles
from my house in order to Inform them of the necissity of postponing
the emigration I was mueh perplexed tc Know how to to Xnow Deter-
mine in what manner to Communicate the Intelligence to them in a
way that they could understand was not to let them know that it was
on account of our not having the money to gc Defray the expenses
of the emigration but on my arrival at their camp I found that Ewing
had in order to prevent the emigration (as he is advised) of every
movement by his Emissaries among the Indians) had had procured
precepts[?] I maid of a Justice of the peace of the Township against
the most of them for small Debts and had the Constables after them
and had Chased[?] of[f] about 20 so that there was only about 6032
on the ground I told them as we could not get enough to emigrate
this fall at present wc would they had Better go to their Hunting
Camps and Hunt this winter untill I heard from their great father
and then we would Quietly[?] assemble and start them on their
Journey so that they should not be Intercepted they appeared pleased
with the project but said they Did not Know how they were to get
ammunition as we did not want them to Commence with and but five
of them had guns I promised them a few pounds of powder & had
tc be taken out of say 4 pounds powder & 10 pound of lead which I
have sent for for them I found them Destitute of any thing to eat
as they had eaten up [manuscript illegible] and had to give them one
order on Chamberlain3® for 500 pound flour to subsist upon untill
they arrive at their hunting grounds I told them they must expect no
more and that they must subsist by Hunting and Trapping I recvd[?]
it a case Dictated by of Imperious necessity and such a one under all
the circumstances that csuld ezsily be the Department would sanction

without Hesitation

I am sir you obedient serv

Wm Polk Conductfor]

32450” or “60.” “5” and “6” have been written over each other
on the manuscript.

. %% Alexander Chamberlain had built a log tavern on the Wabash
River opposite the mouth of Eel River which was used as temporary

uarters for the Indian agency. Robertson and Riker, The John Tipton
apers, II, 35, note 29.
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ps by Next mail I will furnish you with a Detailed acount of
all my procedings with an abstract of the expences that has been con-
curred so that you can advise the Department of our full operations I
will also give my views in full of what will be the most prudent
Course to pursue this winter to Insure a speedy and and Cheap Emi-
gration Next year as I [our?} I heartily Concur with you in the wish
Desire that the Indians may be Removed Next year with the least
possible expence to the government. consistent with Humanity Let
who may Remove them repert

[Endorsed] Copy to gen milroy october 28th

William Polke to A. Martin [ADS]3*

The united states to A martin Dr
october 26 furnishing three Indians and their Horses supper Breakfast
and Lodging as per directions of Wm DPolke Conducter they being
engaged in public Business by Direction of said Polke on the 26th
October 1839 at one Dollor for each man and Horse amounting to three
dollors $3 [manuscript defaced] 1 hereby Certify the above account
to be Cor[manuscript defaced]
Chipewa october 31st, 1839
Wm Polke Conducter
[1st endorsement] Copy to gen milroy November 1st 1839 [over
penciled endorsement] A Martin Duplicate

Robb 62 50
Barron 62 50
Trucky 81
W Polke 185
Chamberlain 15
Martin 11 50
Lassele3s 4 75
$422 25

[2d endorsement] W Polke to S Milroy Nov[ember?] 1st 1839

William Polke to [Samuel Milroy] [ALS]

[Chippewa, Indiana]
[November, 1839]
Dear sir
by to Days mail I transmit you the papers made out of all ex-

3¢ A duplicate of this manuscript, probably a copy, but without
the endorsements, is in The William Polke Collection. It is entirely
lined out. To it is appended the following letter of Polke to [Milroy],
[November, 1839].

35 Probably Hyacinthe Lasselle, Sr., an Indian trader and son of
a British agent to the Indians along the Wabash River. He maintained
a trading post near the mouth of the Vermillion River on the Wabash
River. About 1804, he moved to Vincennes where he kept an inn for
a number of years. In 1833, Lasselle moved to Logansport and main-
tained a business there until his death in 1843. Robertson and Riker,
The John Tipton Papers, I, 539, note 34.
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pences Incured in Regard i assembling the Indians I Regret that so
many circumstances conspired to stop the emigration this fall these
Indians were so anxious to Remove I believe had not the Logansport
people traders have Interfered we Should have had near 150 by ths
first of this mont{h] I submit to you the propriety of putting in the
gun to Pash po if you think it Improper on that Department wont
sanction it I have made a conditional Bargain with Mr [Martin?]
for him to take Back his gun in the spring when they Remove pro-
vided pashpo has not Injured in whc the powder & laad [sic] they
could not Commence their Hunt without I was in hopes by this mail
to have made out a Detailed statement of my proceedings with some
suggestions what in my opinion will be a prudent course to pursue
this winter in order to Insure a good emigration Next spring some
four or five of the principle Indians in Michigan under the Influence
of some Canadian french Traders are opposed to emigration but the
majority are willing and can be engaged many were prepared when-
ever they were Informed of an emigration from Indiana was Ready
to start to come on and Join we must watch those who “are continually
throwing obstacles in our way as their object is to hinder both the
Indians and the government Should you believe same not entitled to
the pay of conductor or that you might be [Blamed?] for the appoint-
ment before the Certainty of an emigration you will so Inform me and
I will so make out the accounts I have been as Economical as the
nature of the Business would admit of Both Barron & Trucky Claimed
more but I would not consent only what I believed was as much or
more than they were Intitled to should feel your self authorised you
allow me the pay of conductor you will be so good as to make out a
formal appointment Dated on the 26th of sept when I commenced
constant operations to enable to certify the accounts which I have
[?] as conductor by next mail I hops tc [manuscript illegible} for I
will write you [manuscript illegiblel” as
I am sir your friend and obedient servant.
Wm Polk Conductor
ps would it not be asured for you to make out a formal order to
suspend further operations in the emigration after the 31st of october
to be Dated on the same Day as your Letter that is the 23 so that
the pay should cease on that Day until again ordered in service.

William Polke to [Samuel Milroy?] [ALS]

Chipp[e]wa November 4th 1839

D sir
Agreeably to the suggestion made in my last letter to you that I
would give my views as to what would be the proper Course to pursue
this winter in order to Insure the emigration of the principal part
of the Puttawattimies the ensuing season with out Difficulty Recent
occurrences in Respect to the Emigration attempted the Last month
shows the necessity (of as far as practicable) to take the Indians
from under the Controll of the traders and putting them Immediately
under the guardianship of the Superintendant who I would should be
authorised to furnish them with a few guns ammunition and some of
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the most Destitute with some Clothing and a3 what Remains as there
is more than a common proportion of widows & orphans among what
Remains some provisions occasionally be supplied all to be furnished
them with a positive understanding and agreement that it should be
furnished them at a fair valuation and to be paid for out of their
annuities at some Future payment over the mississippi and with the
further understanding that no supplies be furnished only to such as
would Consent to emigrate in the spring should the government
authoris such a course of proceeding I would take a trip to their

wants I would purchase supplies only from such persons as would
aid us the ensuing spring I know a gentleman Near the head of
Tippecanoe who would gladly furnish any supplies on the most Reason-
able terms and who I can fully Confide in and who has obtained the
Confidence of the Indians by his Correct course in his dealings with
them and his Refusing on any Condition to furnish them with Intoxi-
cating liquor that when I was on my late tour they pointed to him
as a good man who would not Cheat Indians he has promised to aid
us should the Department app[rlove of such a course and you be
Instructed to carry it into effect it might be as well to extend it to
Michigan I think by employing two or three persons that I am
acquainted with to furnish them this winter what you may [manuscript
illegible] by spring the most of the Michigan Indians would Remove
Should the above plan meet your approbation and you Should think
proper to Correspond with the Department on the subject I would
thank you to Drop me aline [sic] with such amendments and sugges-
tions as you may Deem necessary

I am sir as ever your friend and obedient serv [manuscript
illegible]

Wm Polk
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ps accompineng[?] this you will Receive a Journal of my pro-
cedings which I thought was proper for me to communicate to yo[u]
so that you can fully advise the Department of my procedings &ec
should my course meet your approbation should you be authorised to
pay my accounts and have the public funds in your hands I would
thank you to transmit by mail at my Risk as I have I am pressed
just now for some mioney which I had promised on the emigratio[n]
Deduet the 20 Dollers you handed me at my house &c
Wlilliam] [Polke]
[Endorsed] Copy to gen milroy Nov 4th 1839

Polke Journal of Proceedings [AD]
Chippewa Sept 25 1839
Journal of procedings in Collecting Indians for Emigratio[n]
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Sept 25

Recvd aletter [sic] from superintendent Informing me he had at
[manusecript illegible] Recvd Instruction on the subject of puttawattomi
Emigration and proposing for me to Conduct the emigrat[i]Jon which
by Return mail on the 25 I acccpted I informed gen melroy of my
aceptance

S[eptember] 26

being still unwell and unable to travel I Dispatched Thomas Robb
agreably to directions of superifn]tenden{t] up the River to notify
Indians

[September] 28

T Robb Retu[r]nf{e]d with the acco[u]lnts that prospects were
Favourable not having Recvd any further Communications from super-
intendant Remained at home unwell [manuscript illegible]

Th october 3rd
gen milroy having Recover[e]ld his health so far as to be able
to travel visited my house to Confer on the Emigration

Fridfaly 4

in Company with gen melroy visited pashpos Incampment about
13 miles Down Tippecanoe found about 50 assemblfe]d anxious to
Remove Left Joseph Barron as Interpretter to tak[e] Care of them
and to aid in Collecting Indians and Retu[r]n{e]d home same evening

satuday 5
Visited plymouth for Info[r]mation Respect[in]g yellow River
Indians find them generally Dispers[e]d to Hasty Camps

Sunday 6
Retu[rJn[e]d to Chippewa

monday 7

in Company with T Robb as Interpretter started up tippecanoce to
notify Indians of Emigration at 12 stopped at Benacks village about
12 miles found Abraham Burnet3® who I was Instructed to see and
propose Imployment to absent left a message for him to Remain at
home on friday by which time I Intended to Return Conversed w[ith]
Che co Koos one of the most sensible and Respectable of the Indians
who saw [said] he had Intended to Remove this season but that it
was now so late he Could not go this fall but that he would give me
his honour to emigrate in the spr[ilng and advise the Emigration
might be Early as the squaws were unwilling after they planted their
Corn to leave it

pass[e]d on the same Evening through rain to leesburgh where
on my arrival a [sic] found some Indians Intoxicated I also Called
on Mr Reed who I was also Instructed to Employ to assist me in Col-

36 Abram or Abraham Burnet was a Potawatomi who had acted
as an interpreter for the 1838 emigration, Abel C. Pepper to Carey
A, Harris, Forks Wabash, September 6, 1838, in ibid., I1I, 696-697.
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lecting Indians found him not Disposed to Render us any assistance
founded his objection on the lateness of the season

Tuesday 8

proceded by way of Oswego situated at Musquabuchs3? old village
my friend mr french acompanf[iled me to the Indian Camps found
about 30 Drinking on my making Known my Business the Chief said
he was unfit for Business but would be sober on my Return and give
me an answer proceded on to Bluegrass Creek?® about twenty miles
from fort Wayne where I was Informed there was a Band of some
fifty or sixty anxious to Remove arriv[e]d at mr Godfrys about one
hour after Dark much fatigued having travell[e]d upwards of thirty
miles this day

wednesday 9

after Breakfast visited the Indian Camp where I found between
20 & 30 of the most wretched Degraded Indians that I Ever witnessed
Drunk and almost in a state of Starvation[?]

not said they would go when they Became sober I left Rob to
Bring them on as I could not Remain upon uncertainty Retu{rlined
Direct[e]d Rob to Remain but two Days and Returned same Day to
oswego 27 miles

thursday 10th

Remained at oswego as the Indian Chief had promised my friend
mr french in my absence he would give me an answer had a Confer-
ence with him in the afternoon saw it was getting so late in the season
his people had Dispersed to their Hunting Camps and Could Not be
Collected in time but they would all go Early in the sp[r]ling said
something about being fu[r]nished with ammunition for Hunting &ec
which I promptly Inform[e]ld I was not authorised to give him but
that they as they Declined going must Rely upon their own exertions mr
Reed acted as Interpretter

Friday 11th

started early as I passed Burnets found he was again absent from
which I concluded he is not Disposed to assist in the present season
arvd at home late in the Evening through a Heavy Rain

Saturday 12th

this Day visited pashpo Camp which was appoint[e]d as the
Rendesvous or starting point found about seventy assembled Ready
to Emigrate and without any subsistance waiting with anxiety for my
Return ordsra Directed Trucky to furnish them with three Days
Rations of Corn & Beef he having those article on hand whic[h] untill
the arivel of Robb and his party Return[e]d home to make arrange-
ments for Starting Immediately on the arrival of Robb & his party
should he suceed

87 Mesquawbuck (Mesquabuck, Musquabuck) was chief of a Pota-
watomi village of that name near present Oswego, Kosciusko County,
Indiana. Hodge, Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico,
part 1, 847.

38 Probably Blue Creek. See note 27.
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wednesday 16th

Robb arrived without any Indians I Instructed him to proced to
the Camp and Inform them they must Disperse to their hunting Camps
and Directed Trucky to furnish them with three additional Days
Rations which with the five Days previously furnished made Eight
Days Rations for 70 Indians furnished thus Business Remained antill
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wednesday 23

[manuscript illegible] Rob & pashpo errive arriv[e]d with letters
from the Superintendant Instructing me Could seventy be obtain[e]d
they were so anxious to go that he would send them on my expressing
Doubts whether the Number Could be obtained pashpo proposed to go
and Colect that Number against the Next Day or and Return in three
Days provided he succeded on the Next Day Returnfe]d said he had
eighty and those would be 100 I Dispatched him to Camp the same
Night to make preperations and I would be Down the next Day and
Inroll & start them on to the general Rendesvous—

thursday 25 [sic]

on passing Rochester on my way to the encampment I learned that
the pashpo and Baron had been arrested the Night before and were
in Confinement for Debt on pashpo for something upwards of two
hundred Dollars on Reflection I concluded to Bail him out as without
him the Emigration must fail and it would have an operate against the
Emigration hereafter and if the government we would not Retain the
amount out of his proportion of the annuities to Bring him Back with
me and Deliver him up at the spring Courts which he consented to
and Immediately Dispatched him to Camp with the Intelligence and
post poned my Journey to Camp until the Next Day on the arrival
of the mail I Receli]v[e]d a letter from the superintendant Dated 23
postponing all further operations on account of the suspension of pay-
ments by the Banks untill further orders from the Department and
advising that I communicate the Intelligence to the Indians in that
way that I might think proper

Samuel Milroy to T. Hartley Crawford®» [ALS]

Indian Agency
Delphi Indiana Nov. 8. 1839
Sir
In conformity with what I conceive to be my duty I transmit a
sumery, for the information of the Department of my proceedings
under authority of the instructions contained in your letter of the 9th

39 Thomas Hartley Crawford served as United States Commissioner
of Indian Affaijrs, 1838-1845. A biographical sketch is given in Bi-
ographical Directory of the American Congress, 1774-1927 (rev. ed.,
Washington, 1928), 859,
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of Sept. last relative to the removel west of the remaining Potowatomy
Indians-as; [sic] soon as my health would permit after the receipt of
the Instructions refered to I visited the Indian country—and took all
the necessary steps relative to raising an emigration— I appointed
William Polk Esq. conductor—the Same Gentleman who had charge
of the Emigration of last year—this appointment I believed to be a
good one his perfect aquaintance with Indian caracter, his personal
aquaintance with the Indians, to be removed—his respectibility his age
and experience, all combine to render him the most fit person I could
find for that office, I visited this Gentleman at his, residance, made
him perfectly aquainted with the instructions under which I was
authorised to act—Under the direction of Mr Polk Several Individuals
ware Sent to the different camps or villages to communicate to the
Indians the intentions of the Goverment relative to their removal—
with these they ware well pleased particularly when they understood
that their Great Father allowed them to dicide for themselves as to
the propriety of emigrating—and I cannot doubt but the conciliatory
measures enjoined in my instructions will effect much more with these
people than measures of an opposit caracter—for a further view of
the proceedings I hercewith transmit extracts from the letters and
also the Journal of Judge Polk, which he has forwarded to me—from
these it will be scen, that when a party was assembled sufficient to
warrint their organization, some of those individuals resident at
Logansport who now posess much wealth which was maid from the In-
dians, sent their emisaries amongst them with the civil off[i]cers, and
arrested some for debt, and frightened others to the woods. this
would not have occasioned but the postponement of a few days, had
I been furnished with funds to have proceeded according to my cal-
culation, I had contemplated to have obtained an accomidation on some
terms in Bank, by selling a draft or otherwise for which I had been
making araingements. when the news of the Bank Suspension reached
us, I then conceived it improper to reccive Bank paper the value of
which was wholely uncertain for Goverment funds—I was therefore
forced to adopt the course of Sending tlem to their hunting camps;
until further—This party is now prepaired to Start West, at any
time it may be deemed expedient to Send them—But I have concluded
in conformity with the opinion of Judge Polk that it would be most
proper not to start an emigration before the opening of the spring
when a much larger emigration can be obtain[ed] than at present—
for my Self I doubt not but with proper management the Potowatomies
of Indiana and a large portion of them of Michigan may be removed
the next Season—You will be aware that some expense has been
incured and in some instances I have had to furnish [manuscript
illegible] funds to pay them out of my own means (which I have had
frequently to do, the last sumer—the nature of the case not being
such as to await the receptions of funds)-—

I herewith transmit an abstract of those expences trusting that
I will be furnished with funds to pay them the vouchers will be trans-
mitted in due time in conformity with the regulations—

In conformity with the views of Mr, Polk T would most earnestly
—but respectfully recomend the expediency of furnashing some Sup-
plies to these Indians until they can be taken West—particularly those
that have been ready and willing to emigrate if this is not done the
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utmost extream of Suffring must be experianced by them this winter—
the only means of subsubsistance [sic] they can look to is hunting and
they have neither guns nor amunition sufficient for this—they raised
no corn last sumer expecting to emigrate—I cannot but think that
humanity and charity call imperiously for the adoption of the course
suggested by Mr. Polk to give limited or rather indispencible supplies
to these people for the winter with the understanding that they will
emigrate so soon as required to do so charged to their accrueing
annuities—this policy of course as reccomended by Mr. Polk will
take them from under the influence of those villinous traders that
have always stood in opposition to the views of the Goverment in
this matter—and place them at once under the guardianship of their
natural protectors the Goverment-—I have taken the responcibility
though unauthorised to order a very limited amount of supplies as
has Judge Polk as will be seen by the extract from his letter herewith
transmitted—which I trust the department will approve—and author-
ise payment—if otherwise Mr Polke and myself must be the loosers—
You will also see that Mr Polk was constrained to becom security
for Pash-po a chief of the party that proposed to emigrate to have
him liberated from prison where he was confined for a debt contracted
for supplies for his people—which supplies was necessary to enable
them to hunt—for food for their families—if the payment refered
to be authorised in every instance bills of particulars with prices
anexed[?] will will [sic] be furnished so that no fraud or deception
can be practiced on either the Goverment or the Indians—I will feel
prepared to say that a liberal policy pursued towards these Indians
such as is here suggested will do more as to their removal than any
other course whatever that can be proposed—Under present circum-
stances it will not be necessary to furnish funds as required in a former
communication to the department for emigration as it is to be pre-
summed that an emigration can not now start until spring But it is
extreamly desireable that funds be remitted to pay the expences in-
cured

Very Respectfully Your Obt. Servt.

Saml, Milroy
Supt. ind.

T Hartly Crawford

Commr. Indian affairs

Washington city

William Polke to [Samuel Milroy] [ALS]

Chippewa Jan 14th 1840

D sir
yours of the 4th Ins was Receiv[e]d on the 10th with you I much
Regret that that [sic] the Department decline furnishing any supplies
this winter tho I am not much Disappointed as such a Course might
be Hercafter be used as a precedent to the embarasment of the Busi-
ness of the Department they in forming Regulations in their offices at
washington for the government of our Conduct in any Intercoursfe]
with Ignorant and wretched savages under the Influence of ava-
ricio[uls traders if I they cannct form they are not aware of the Dif-
ficulties we have to encounter and the necessity there is Sometimes
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of using our sound Discression but it is gratifying our procedings

mission of [Reverend] mr Francis and my self I think it Indispensibly
necessary to be underway as early as practicable before the Indians
Disperse to thier Iunting Camp sugar Camps I have lately been ad-
vis{ed] Informed that Down the Kankake near the state line there is
between 4 and five hundred [?] as there is a District of country in
which there was a good oak most and Deer is there collected in
abundance I think the proper course to be pursued in of so much Im-
portance that before I gce we undertake the Business I had better
have a personal Interview with you so many things is necessary to
be taken into view that We cannot so well do arrange the plan by
a Correspondence in which Case when which if you think necessary
when you Receive the money to pay the Claims I will Come to see you
at your office and you can prepare the proper Instructio[ns] and I
can see the Different persons Barron Robb &e¢ and pay them and take
their Rece[i]pts in proper form

as Respects the Claim against Pash po if it Rejected we must
give him up at the spring court and let him Come out by Insolvent
act on at any Rate they will not Keep him in Gaol when they find
we will not assume the payment of the Debt

in Respect to mr Barrons Case I entirely agree with you that he
cannot be trusted for any thing or Relyed upon as Interpeter and were
he away from the Indians we could do Better with out him but situated
as he is among them he could do much mischi[e]f were he now formally
Dismissed froim alt and no hopes of being employed in the emigration
the same may be said of T Robb & J truckey Indeed there is but few
of those Indivi[d]uals who Reside with the Indians who have taken

smallest of our Difficulties in our transactions with the Indians that
we have to employ of necessity men in whom we have not full Confi-
dence as Interpreters (more when I see you) I by this mail as you
Reguested suggest Informed mr francis of the proposed mission and
Requested him s ha in Readiness should you approve of the course
suggested of paying you a visit write me a line on the Recel[i]lpt of
this and I will Immediately pay you a visit or should you have Busi-
ness at Logansport I would meet you at such time as you might Name

I am sir your obedient serv
Wm Polke

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [ALS]

Delphi Ia Jany. 21st 1840

Dr Sir
It may not be improper to inform you that at this time Mr Bar-
ron and a party of the Potewatomies are hear, and as usual the object
of this old man is to obtain something that the Department will not
authorise—Pash-po is of the party—I read the letter to them that
is herewith sent to you, so that they are informed—that they are not
to be furnished with supplies for the winter—Old man Barron, and
Pash-po, has had a violent quarrel—Pash-po accuses Barron with
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appropriating the grater part of the goods that Vigust® sued for,
and imprisoned Pash-po for, to his own use. Old Barron as a matter
of course denies it, the truth I doubt not is that Barron appropriated
a[t] least a part of the goods to his own use—it is his nature so to
do—1I have came to the conclusion that it is too uncertain a buisiness
to depend on this old man as interpreter, in making up the emigration,
he will tell his own story and not that of those for whom he inter-
prets—I will not yet say he ought to be dismised—but an other such
deception or so, such as he has been caught at will procure that
result—He may answer as interpreter on the route of emigration—
but it would be very uncertain to employ him as a home interpreter
more of this when I see you—I think it possible that we will obtain
the payment of Pashipo debt but it was unfortunate that Barron and
him got to quarrelling as to which had the use of the goods if it was
intended to the Department, that the entire goods or any part of them
had went to other, than the Potowatomies it would effectually defeat
the payment of the debt—This old man, has been so accustomed to
tricking, that it is dangerous for any one to have any thing to do with
him—I] Shamed him for living with the Indians and having a squaw
for a wife so young that she is hardly grown, and also for having
more than one wife—he said in extenuation, that he would give them
up &c Enough of this, be so good as to write me, on the different sub-
jects of this communication—
Your friend &c
Saml Milroy
William Polke Esqr

Samuel Milroy to William Polke [ALS]

Delphi Ia February 1st 1840
Dr Sir,

I hasten to communicate to you a copy of a letter I have received
from the Indian Department you will see that the Commisioner request
the suspension of the proposed Missions of yourself and the Rev Mr
Francis—to the Potowatomies of Northerin Indiana for the Present—
The commissioner has in operation measures for the same object—
the result of which he wishes to see determined, before any other
means are tryed—You will therefore have the goodness to inform the
Rev. Mr Francis of the wishes of the Department in relation to this
matter

Abram Burnet and a party of his people and others, head men,
of bands, have just left my House—they were hear to learn of me
the views of the Goverment as to thier removeal—they say that all
thier several parties are willing to emigrate and the Goverment
terms pleases them, and as to time of Starting, I told them that it
was my wish to start a party so soon as their poneys could live in
the Prires [sic] say about the first of May—and if they had

40 Jordan Vigus was born in 1792, in Virginia, and moved to Ken-
tucky in 1810. After serving in the War of 1812, he moved to Corydon,
Indiana, where he kept a tavern, opened a tailor shop, and served as
a bank director. When Indianapolis became the state capital, Vigus
moved there and opened a tavern. In 1828, he moved to Logansport
where he became closely associated with Tipton. Robertson and Riker,
The John Tipton Papers, 1, 169, note 11.
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a successful journey they might arrive at their new homes, in time
to plant some late corn, this view of the matter seemed to pleas them
well—I informed Abram Burnet, that he must look to you, for all
information relative to emigration, as well the time of starting, as the
place of rendezvous, that I would communicate with you and you would
be in posession of all necessary information, after giving him at
length the views of emigration agreeable to my instructions, I re-
quested him to make them known to the Indians as extensively as he
could, and I informed him that he would be employed in some suitable
capacity in the emigration—and I would availe myself of his aid in
collecting Indians to the rendezvous when the place of the same should
be determined, I have thought it necessary, to inform you of this
understanding; He informed me, that an individual, when absent
with the last emigration broke open his house, and plundered it of
$200 worth of property, for which a Suit is now pending in the Fulton
[County] circuit court, in relation to this suit, he requested me, to
bespeake your attention in aid of his obtaining justice, he say, you
understand all about it, and can meterially benefit him—I therefore
present to you his request, and have to state that in my opinion it
will be highly proper to see justice done in the case

I have received your letter of 28th ult relating to the Mare in
posession of Mr More of Rochestert? I am not able to direct the
course to be persued in this case—it is to be presumed that Mr More
will be entilted [entitled] to pay for keeping of this creature, if he
insists on it, and perhaps in this case it would be best to apprise the
owner, of this claim, and doubtless he will direct its payment, if the
demand is reasonable, if otherwise it, as in cases of estray animels,
will have to be left to men to decide—in most of cases the use of a
horse is worth its keeping—If you think it the best course, I would
advise the writing to the owner, and have his authority to act for
him, without making yourself liable for any thing, and I will further
remark, that I will take it as a favour if you will manage this buisi-
ness, with out my haveing to see to it; and further I do not see that
I can do better with the case than you can—In any event, the keeping
of the creture, must be paid for, if insisted on, as well as any other
necessary expence, which must [manuscript torn] out of the owner—

I have the draft for the money to pay them the expense of last
falls attempt at emigration, I must so soon as the money comes, find
means to pay it to the several claimants—can you aid me in this
matter, I can leave it at Tabers*? in Logansport and git him to pay
the money, and take the vouchers if the claimants can come there
for their money—

Be pleased to write me when any thing of worth occurs as respects
emigration &

Respectfully your friend &c

Saml Milroy

41 Early in October, 1838, a mare had been stolen by some Pota-
watomi from the Thomas Houghan residence near Springfield, Illinois.
It had eventually been taken to Rochester, Indiana, where a Mr. More
came into possession of the animal. Houghan had been attempting to
regain possession of the mare through Polke. Houghan to Polke,
Springfield, Illinois, November 27, 1839; and Polke to Houghan, Chip-
;ée\ﬁa, January 28, 1840. Both manuscripts are in The William Polke

ollection.

42 See note 20.
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Wm Polke Esqr

[Addressed] William Polke Esqr Postmaster Chipewa Fulton
County Indiana Delphi Ia. Feby 2 Free

[Endorsed] S milroy to [manuscript illegible] answered

William Polke to [Samuel Milroy] [ALS]
Chippewa Feb 4th 1840
D sir
yours of the 11 Instant [February 1, 1840?] was Received it is
fortunate that the letter from the Indian Department was Received
previolus} in time to prevent the proposed mission of mr Francis and
my self and I trust that the arrangements in contemplation at the
Department will be attended with the Desired and wished for success
I am more than ever anxious to succeed with a good emigration early
in the spring as the opposition at Logansport still have thier [mine?]
workers among the Indians I have lately learnt that Mr Taylort3 has
made proposals to Robb and Trucky to employ them as you would
not have the Removal of the Indians next year but that [t]he[y]
should be employed but his efforts was not crowned with success I am
truly glad Burnet has been to see you and you have Explained the
views of government to him, under all the circumstances I do not
think we can do Better than to give him Employment the case he
named to you of the Indivi{d]uals Robbing his house is Correct and
I think we have sufficient evidance to Recover the value the man has
left these parts but I succeded in having him taken and got Bail
before he left and have one of the Bist [sic] attorneys employed that
attends our court and with pleasure will attend to the Business for
him as I have thus far and hope we shall get a Judgment at the march
court in Respect to the mare in mr mores possession I had previously
written to the owner as you suggest and trust we shall be able to
settle the Business amicably and satisfactory settled in Respect to the
payment of the claims by mr Taber at logansport the only Difficulty
in the way is that Barron Robb and Trucky have been living on their
the credit of thier money this winter on my Informing the persons
they had some mony Coming to them and they have so many old
debts at Logansport that were they to go there for their mony the
Honest needy settlers in thier Neighbourhood might be the loosers how-
ever I will if you will Inform me at what time the mony will be at mr
Tabers I will endeavour to let those persons Know and attend with
them and have the Business arranged you can Inform mr Taber to
drop me a line when to attend
yours as ever

Wm Polk

43 Henry Taylor [?] who had been an interpreter on the 1838 emi-
gration. Pepper to Harris, “Office of Superintendant Emigration of
Indians, Forks Wabash,” September 6, 1838, in Robertson and Riker,
The John Tipton Papers, 111, 696-697.



