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pelled him, the author admits, to “disclaim” his understanding
with John A. Campbell about recognizing the Virginia leg-
islature. His plan for peace “failed in the sense that it failed
to be adopted.” The opposite plan “failed miserably by be-
ing adopted.”

It’s a book to read and read again; its value is in inverse
ration with its size.

Melrose Highlands, Massachusetis F. Lauriston Bullard

A History of Indiana State Teachers College. By William
0. Lynch. (Terre Haute, Indiana, Indiana State Teach-
ers College, c. 1946, pp. 438. $2.00.)

Only infrequently are author and subject so appropri-
ately fitted as in this particular instance. The author at-
tended Indiana State Teachers College as a student and later
became a member of its faculty. After ten years of teaching
he transferred to Ball State Teachers College and later be-
came a member of the history department of Indiana Uni-
versity. After a lifetime of educational experience, he is
now a professor emeritus, his evaluation of developments is
seasoned and mature but not sharp. He wrote as a friend,
but as a friend who could point out errors without offense.

The history of this institution is not long nor involved
but the combined record of administrators, faculty, alumni,
and students, with their relations to the community and the
educational system of the state has many ramifications. The
author has realized this and has included many details that
often seem too minute, but the readers of the volume may
think of these details as its most interesting part. Probably
no one will complain that any essentials have been omitted.

The founding of the normal school in 1870 was a part
of a statewide “Great Awakening” in education. After three
difficult years the institution appeared to be firmly estab-
lished. The first president, William A. Jones, placed much
emphasis upon training the mind and upon the factual basis
of knowledge. It was fortunate that the foundations were
soundly laid, but President Jones made such an impression
upon the institution in its formative years that future adapta-
tions to changing conditions were adopted slowly and with
difficulty. The employment of former students as teachers
helped to maintain the original policy into the present cen-
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tury. Often these former students lacked advanced degrees,
and, as late as 1928, pressure from the North Central As-
sociation of Colleges was exerted to secure faculty members
with more advanced graduate training.

A college course leading to the bachelor’s degree was
founded in 1907 and entering students were required to be
high school graduates. All courses were placed upon a college
plane in 1924 and a graduate school was founded three years
later. The state legislature gave the Normal School the title
“Indiana State Teachers College” in 1929 in recognition of
this progress. Its standards have been recognized by the
accrediting agencies as of collegiate rank.

The creation of the college course has created an interest
somewhat different from the training of teachers and has
tended to strengthen the arts and science courses. But this
has been somewhat offset by emphasis upon athletics and
other services which have public relations possibilities. In-
diana State, however, has developed conservatively and has
not adopted frills and fancies.

The present administration is to be congratulated for
its wisdom in planning for this historical record of the insti-
tution’s past and for its choice of author. The latter is to
be commended for producing this useful account and for his
sensible comments upon various phases of educational policy.

The Wilderness Road. By Robert L. Kincaid. (The Ameri-
can Trail Series, edited by Jay Monaghan. Indianapolis,
Indiana, The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1947, pp. 392. Il-
lustrations, bibliography, and index, $8.75.)

With this delightful volume a new series is presented to
readers who are interested in American history. Its appeal
should be strong and general, but particularly so to those
drawn to the pioneer days. The author’s pleasant style and
deep reservoir of information should stimulate all who be-
gin the work to read it to the end. It should be popular with
those who are historically minded, with students who seek
something beyond a textbook, and with teachers and histori-
ans.

The title and scope of the work may prove slightly con-
fusing, for the volume is not confined to Boone’s Wilderness
Trace, but defines the Wilderness Road as beginning at





