
Documents 
TWO PIKE COUNTY HOOSIERS IN WORLD WAR I 

.Since the United States is again involved in a world 
conflict, records of the earlier World War may be timely, 
interesting, and of some value to the scholar. In  addition 
to revealing more details about the previous struggle, they 
may call attention to the need of keeping similar records of 
the past and of the present. Young men going into the armed 
services should be encouraged to keep diaries or  to write 
letters to  record their experiences ; and diaries, letters, and 
other records should be preserved and turned over to libraries 
for preservation and, in some cases, publication. 

Soon after word was published that Indiana University 
was interested in collecting the records of Indiana’s part  in 
the present war, two veterans of World War I brought their 
diaries to the University. They were Private Harland L. 
Osgatharp, Station Hospital 50, Fort Custer, Michigan, a 
Hoosier from Winslow, Indiana, and John E. Howard, 1304 
East Locust street, Petersburg, Indiana. They belonged to  
the same company and were attached to  Field Hospital num- 
ber 148 of the 112 Sanitary Train of the Thirty-Seventh 
Division. 

These diaries are the records of the common people, of 
the privates in the Medical Corps of the Army. They give us 
two accounts of many experiences, and show us how some 
of the soldiers lived and served in France. The diaries 
were written in small books which contained little room for 
extended notes. They were not written for publication, but 
were the brief, hasty, even carelessly written reminders of 
what each day meant for the men who kept them. Little 
care was taken in respect to spelling, abbreviations, 
punctuation, and the like, although i t  seems obvious that 
both men could have written much better had they supposed 
that their words would one day be published. The original 
form of the diaries has been retained, although the men would 
have preferred to have the obvious errors of spelling and 
grammar corrected. 

Osgatharp had a typewritten copy made of his diary 
a t  one time, and since the original entries previous to May 22 
seem to have been lost, the typewritten copy was followed 
to May 22. In the published form which follows, Osgatharp’s 
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entry is given first, and is followed by Howard’s entry after 
the designation [B]. The cnly variation from the written 
record that was made intentionally was the omission of 
what might be considered paragraph indentations, which 
seem not to have been significant. In addition, a few words 
were omitted. 

The story of the Thirty-Seventh Division to which 
Osgatharp referred was prepared by Major H. W. Fenker, 
H. Q. 37th Division, and entitled The Thirty-Seventh’s Bit. 
It is a brief sixteen-page pamphlet printed in Paris. 

Sunday, April 22. At 2:30 P. M. Clifford and I started to  
Petersburg. Most of the folks were at home to see me off. There 
were no formalities or  affectations when I left. Mother smiled back 
when I smiled. The rest were rather joshing about the matter  except 
Flora, who took the matter rather seriously. John said when I got 
over there and they needed any more just  let him know and they 
would all come over. 

We had a bountiful supper, fifteen of us at the Chandler Hotel. 
A special Church service f o r  us at  the M. E. Church. We received a 
mess fund of $4.00 there and afterwards had a t reat  at the Greek’s. 

We were given our  lodging and breakfast at 
the Chandler Hotel and next morning amid many clamors we were 
taken to  Winslow in a patriotic procession. 

Marched over 
to the depot. Professor Johnson spoke a few well chosen words before 
the train arrived. The Red Cross ladies gave each one of us a well 
filled lunch box. Most everyone was of a cheerful mood and there was 
a general shouting among the selectives. 

I spoke to Sister Allie at Velpen and received some more lunch 
from her. 

Selectives were taken on at several places-Huntingburg, English, 
and some other places. 

We arrived at Camp ‘I’aylor about three o’clock and were given 
some kind of an examination and assigned to our barracks, which 
happened to be that  of the 25th Company, 7th Training Battalion, 159 
Depot Brigade. After supper Lieutenant Schlemmer gave us a lecture 
on a soldier’s discipline. 

We had a few things issued to  us  in the way of a siicker and some 
toilet articles. 

Tuesday, April 30. We received our complete uniform today. But 
we got something previous to  this. I mean a vaccination and an 
inoculation. 

The boys, tho, 
are  certainly feeling the effects of their “shots”. We went to  the 
“Y” in the evening to  an entertainment. 

Thursday, May 2. We are drilling regularly now. We have games 
about an hour each day. I got a haircut from a fellow who had been 
back in old Pike County when he was a young man. We was related 
there. 

Monday, April 29. 

We checked up with the local board at Winslow. 

Wednesday, May. 1. We drilled a little bit today. 

I began reading “At Plattsburg”. 
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Friday, May 3. We had a tuberculosis test today. I bought an 
artillery service pin today. 

Saturday, May 4. The most interesting test was today. I refer 
to the psychological test. I slept most of the afternoon, i t  being a 
holiday. 

Sunday, May 5. Service three times at the “Y” today. I met 
Tony and Edna Dillon Ruby Meadows and Laurence Meadows. I 
also wrote Miss Robinson a letter and sent her the artillery service pin. 

We dolled ourselves up in our fatigue suits today 
and played some games. There were certainly some fine singers at 
the “Y”. 

Tuesday, May 7. I drilled in a small section today. I learned 
a little bit about “To the rear, march”, I think. We had need of our 
slickers also today. 

Wednesday, May 8. We had our second inoculation today. Passed 
the personnel and worked in officers mess hall. 

Thursday, May 9. I’m feeling slightly 
the effects of the shot. 

Friday, May 10. 
Saturday, May 11. I received $2 f o r  my 

Sunday, May 12. Out of quarantine. Rained most of the day. 

Monday, May 13. The lecture today was on machine guns. I 

Tuesday, May 14. I’m feeling not very good today. We tried a 

Wednesday, May 15. It threw me into 

Thursday, May 16. Hiked a little today. 
Friday, May 17. 
Saturday, May 18. I got dizzy headed when we started out to  

drill and was carried in. We stood a n  inspection of our clothing and 
our toilet articles. 

Sunday, May 19. A lady took me in her car to Highland Park 
Chiistian Church and home with her for dinner. I am preparing for  
a transfer. 

Monday, May 20. I served as a K. P. f o r  a short time today. 
I was relieved to  stand an inspection of the contents of our barracks 
bags preparatory to being transferred. 

On this our last day at Camp Taylor we drilled 
pretty hard. 

Early this morning we arose had breakfast 
and afterwards emptied nur bed sacks of straw. Later packed our 
barracks bags with all our belongings and marched over near the 
place of entraining, our barracks bags being hauled. We stood an 
inspection over there and at 9:45 A. M. we entrained for  somewhere, 
I wasn’t exactly sure. Our troop train was cheered lustily all along 
the route. We stopt off in Nashville Tenn. and paraded one of the 
streets in the rain. The Red Cross ladies furnished us with candy 

Monday, May 6. 

I served as a K. P. today. 

I listened to two interesting lectures today. 
It rained nearly all day. 

services in April. 

Went to  the Liberty Theater in the evening: 

watched a baseball game. 

few squad movements. 

a chill and fever and my head felt like it would burst. 
Got my third shot today. 

Stood an overseas examination today. 

Tuesday, May 21. 

Wednesday, May 22. 
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chewing gum, postcards and lead pencils besides magazines and 
cigarettes to those who used them. 

Along in the wee hours of this morning I stood 
guard for  a little better than a n  hour. At  about 6 oclock this morning 
we detrained at Camp Sheridan Alabama. We stood physical examination 
and was placed in a detention camp. In the aiternoon I was transferred 
to 148 Ambulance Company. A soldier came to my tent and he and I 
wcnt over to  the Y in the Coliseum and wrote some letters and saw a 
show. [B] Arrived at Camp Sheridan A h .  Jus t  before daylight 

Today I was attached to  148 Field Hospital. So 
it seems I have become a non-combatant in  this world war, all this 
without my knowledge or consent, but I bow to the Powers that  be. 
[B] Assigned to Field Hospital No. 148. 

Saturday, May 25. We stood a n  inspection today wearing our 
medical belts. 

Sunday, May 26. We had been issued a few things since we came 
down here and I turned in some of them today. Those of us  who had 
been assigned to  148 Field Hospital and others elsewhere were placed 
in a provisional training company. 

Stood some more inspections today. We in our 
tent had some stamps furnished us today. Among other curiosities 
today was that  of being sprayed in the nose mouth and throat. 

Tuesday, May 28. We had some instructions in the litter drill 
this afternoon. We have foot drills every morning and are  inspected 
physically twice daily. 

Wednesday. May 29. We had instructions in bandaging today. I 
had my first letter from home today since coming to Camp Sheridan. I 
thought I was all out of luck when I first came down here and was 
placed in the detention camp but I am liking i t  better each day now. 

Today being Decoration Day, it is a holiday. 
Our inspection today was dental. I was Class “A”. [B] A Holiday. 
Over in the Provisional Training Co. A. 

Friday, May 31. Rec’d two letters today. One from Fern; the 
other from Opal June, my little neice. We exchanged the blankets we 
rec’d at Camp Taylor for  0. D. blankets. Had a lecture on the gas 
mask-box respirator. We signed the payroll slso. A Y secretary 
came over and led some singing f o r  us. 

Saturday, Julie 1. My turn at furling the tent came today. Nothing 
doing in afternoon. 

Sunday, June 2. We had religious service this forenoon. Nothing 
doing the rest of the day but write letters. [B] Had Church in the 
St. Led by the Y. M. C. A 

Monday, June 3. I handle the broom today. We had our platoons 
shifted somewhat today. I was placed in with those who could move a 
little bit fas ter  than some of the rest. Gas masks and bandaging this 
afternoon. 

Tuesday, June 4. I rec’d my box respirator (gas  mask) today. 
Had a psychological test quite similar to the one at Camp Taylor. 

Wednesday, June 5. I didn’t realize one year ago today when I 
registered that  I would be in training but such is life. I tried out 
my gas mask today. Today is pay day. I rec’d $23.00. $7.00 went for  

[B] Left Camp Taylor, Ky. 
Thursday, May 23. 

Friday, May 24. 

Monday, May 27. 

We were sprayed agairl today. 

Thursday, May 30. 
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my insurance. The quarantine was lifted long enough t o  allow us to  go 
to Montgomery. I went and saw the Alabama state  capitol building 
and bought some souvenirs of Camp Sheridan. [B] Pay day. I drawed 
$8.10 but had $23.40 Coming. 

Thursday, June 6.  Nothing much doing today. I was issued a n  
overcoat. [B] Drilled with the “Gas Mask.” 

Friday, June 7 .  Nothing doing much today. I went over and 
visited a few of the boys who came down from Camp Taylor when I 
did. 

Saturday, June 8. Washed my trousers and some other things 
today. This is my first attempt at washing pants but I did a pretty 
good job. We were transferred back to  Field Hospital 148 today. 
Helped haul a little horse feed in the afternoon. Witnessed almost 
a total eclipse of the sun. [B] Eclipse of the Sun. 5.37-7.35 Moved 
back to  our regular P. Field Hospital No. 148. 

Sunday, June 9. I was all in today. [B] Loaded the 112th Train. 
Raining. 

Monday, June 10. Drilled pretty hard today. Pret ty  hard rain 
and wind storm. I slept under Lutz’s bunk. [B] Late for  dinner. 
Thunder Storm at Mid-nite. 

Tuesday, June 11. A big hike today. A review of Camp Sheridan’s 
forces by a British officer. Had a hard time getting my pack adjusted. 
[B] Review. A 3 mi. hike, with all our packs. 

Wednesday, June 12. I don’t feel very sore over my big hike. 
Nothing like I thought I would. A mighty hard rain fell tonight. Big 
fire at the store room. One man seriously injured. [B] Regular pro- 
gram 

Thursday, June 13. Began packing my belongings today. Washed 
my 0. D. shirt. 

Friday, June 14. I had a n  introduction to  tear  gas today [B] 
In the Gas house. with Gas Masks. 

Saturday, June 15. Washed a lot of 
clothes. Went over and found Delbert Campbell. [B] Took the Tents 
down. 

Sunday, June 16. We got the “dope” today that  we were to  
entrain for  Camp Upton tomorrow (perhaps). The Ohio lads of 112 
Sanitary train gave the Indiana lads the hot ally game just a f te r  I had 
retired. [B] Hot Alley. Last Nite to be in Camp Sheridan Ala. 

We arose at 4:30. Barracks bags packed and 
down to the end of the company street. 9:45 we left the company 
street with our rolls. 10:45 Our train left Vandiver park. Nothing 
interesting much till we get  t o  Columbus Geoygia where the Red Cross 
ladies and citizens gave us quite a reception. We didn’t detrain. 
[B] R. Cross met us  at Columbus Ala at 5 1’. M. We left Ala. 

Tuesday, June 18. Augusta Georgia was a nice little southern 
city. Detrained at Florence South Carolina at 3:OO. Not very enthusiastic. 
(Shaved on the train) ? Fayetteville North Carolina compares favorably 
with other towns on the way. [B] Crossed the Savannah R. at 8:15 
A.M. Parade at Florence S. C. 

Wednesday, June 19. On the wav thru Virginiz we past the house 
where Stonewall Jackson died. Detrained at Washington D. C. 9:00 

[B] The Same [as on June 121 

Tore down our  tent today. 

Monday, June 17. 
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We arrived at Baltimore 11:15. Aberdeen Md. 12:30; Wilmington 
Deleware 1 :30 Detrained at Philadelphia 4:OO. Plainfield New Jersey 
7:OO P. M. We were viewing the Statue of Liberty at 7:40. Detrained 
at Jersey City, New Jersey. New York City in plain view. [B] 
Parade at W. D. C. Also at Philadelphia. Arrived in  Jersey City 
just at Sunset. 

Thursday, June 20. After sleeping on the train all night stationary 
in Jersey City, we arose at 4:OO. Crossed the Hudson river f rom Jersey 
City to Long Island. Entrained there for  Camp Upton. No preparations 
had been made for  any dinner for  us so I went down to a canteen and 
tried a meal in the grill room. Pretty steep in price. Cup coffee & 
pie, 406. [B] Crossed the Hudson R. on a steamer. Landed at Camp 
Upland at 2: P. M. 

Fiiday, June 21. Clothing inspection. 
Saturday, June 22. Big rain 

Sunday, June 23. [B] I worked in the Kitchen. Me 

Monday, June 24. Signed the payroll. Received some clothing, 
[B] 

Tuesday, June 25. Physical examination final before over seas 

Wednesday, June 26. 
Thursday, June 27. Left Camp Upton and returned to  South 

Brooklyn where we embarked on the Plassy 3:40 P. M. [B] Left Camp 
Upton Long Island N. Y. at 10: A. M. Boarded the Transport 4: P. M. 

Friday, June 28. We began our over seas t r ip  at 7:15 this morning. 
By the time I had eaten my dinner I was willing to  feed the fish [B] 
The Ship pulled out of the N. Y. port at 7: A. M. 

I didn’t realize two months ago when I first 
Entered the service that  I would be out here on the Atlantic ocean 
leaning over the railing of a deck and heaving like a bellows. 

I notice we had no subchasers with our convoy 
this moining I tried drinking a kind of a ginger ale but i t  failed to  
stay down. [B] Had Service on the ship. 

Monday, July 1. I made what food I a te  s tay down today. [B] I 
was on Guard for  my f i rs t  time. 

Tuesday, July 2. A submarine was reported today I never saw 
anything myself 

Wednesday, July 3. A “Y” secretary gave me the Service Song 
Book fo r  which I am very thankful. 

Thursday, July 4. Independence day was observed on board today. 
Singing and boxing and wrestling were the events. [B] I and Ernest 
Lutz were K P’s. Had light Championship boxing on Deck. 7 days out. 

Friday, July 5. I was a table orderly today. [B] The Ocean 
was Calm and very beautiful. 

Saturday, July 6. Tried washing my clothes but can’t do much 
with the kind of water I had to  use. [B] I was on Special detail. 
Juggling provisions. 

The same and toilet goods included. 
fell. 

and Osgatharp. 

including helmet. 
We got our woolen clothes. 

departure. 

K. P. all day. 

Went over and saw two troop trains detrain. 

Confined all day t o  barracks. 

Saturday, June 29. 

Sunday, June 30. 

On the Plassy. English ship. 
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Sunday, Ju ly  7. A rough sea today. Stood muster. [B] The 
ocean very ruff ,  and the weather was cold. 

Monday, July 8. I notice we have quite a few destroyers and 
subchasers along with us this morning. Shaving on board a ship on a 
more or less rough sea compares favorably with shaving on the train. 
[B] The English Convoy of Sub-chasers met us. 6 met us before noon. 

Tuesday, July 9. Land was sited when I f i rs t  arose. We have 
traveled all day long on the Fir th  of Clyde and Clyde river. Very 
beautiful scenery. Then went 
to Glassglow in the Nite. Where we stayed till Morn. 

Wednesday, July 10. When I awoke this morning the “Plassy” was 
moored in docks of Glasgow, Scotland. A little af ter  8 o’clock we en- 
trained and speeding thru a par t  of Scotland and England. Some of 
the most beautiful scenery and the neatest and prettiest farms and 
homes I ever have seen Interesting towns 
were Lancaster Crewe Manchester Birmingham Stratforu on Avon. 
Oxford and about midnight detraining at Winchester and hiking out 
to  camp. [B] Unboarded the Ship. Boarded the train for  Winchester 
England. We landed at Mid-night. 

Thursday, July 11. I think it was something 10 o’clock this 
morning when we arose. This is a rest camp for  soldiers on the way 
to France. I went down 
to the Y and wrote some letters and cards. I was a table orderly all 
day. [B] Stayed 2 nites at Morn Hill Camp. At Winchester. 

We arose rather, early, and made our rolls, and 
left the camp and hiked into Winchester by 9:30. Entrained there f o r  
Southamton which is only a short  run. Detrained here and waiting to 
embark for  France. Some 
sick who were not across the Atlantic. [El We took about 20 min. 
ride on the train to  Southhampton. Left there at Sun-Set. to  cross the 
Channel. 

Disembarked a t  Cherbourg and hiked to  a rest 
camp. Nice and cool here Clean up self and clothes [B] A t  Morning 
we were in a Harbor in France. About 6 hrs  Crossing Crossed the 
English Channel on the Queen-Victoria. 

I arose 
at 330 this morning on account of misunderstanding the bugle. Went 
to some kind of religious service Hiked back to Cherbourg a f te r  a 
4 o’clock supper and entrained. 36 men in a car very crowded. I 
crawled under a bench in the center like and slept. [n] We were in 
an English Rest Camp No 1. I was on guard. 
Left a t  Sunset. 

stopt along the way and 
had something to eat and drink. I paid two bits for  two eggs. Past 
in sight of Paris. Pretty scenery. [B] We rode Sun pite and all 
day. We Came by Paris. Saw an airoplane attack at night. 

Tuesday, July 16. After riding again all night we stop at 
Neufchateau and are  served coffee and sandwich by Am Red Cross. 
Detrained at Bourmont Detailed to  load baggage Swimming f o r  first 
time in several years. Pretty location here. [B] Reached our destination 
about noon. Took a swim in the Muese R. at  Bourmont. 

[B] Landed a t  the Clyde R. in the eve. 

So quaint and interesting 

I t  rained during many spells during the day. 

Friday, July 12. 

8 o’clock we steamed out very rough sea. 

Saturday, July 13. 

6 hrs. ride. 
Sunday, July 14. Today is Independence Day for  France 

Stayed about 1% days. 

Monday, July 15. Riding all day today 
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Wednesday, July 17. We are  quartered in a hospital ward. Swim- 
ming again. On water detail till late in the night. [B] We took 
another swim in the evening. First time to write home from Europe. 

Stood in  Meuse river today and  washed my 
clothes. [B] Washed Clothes and pitched 
and moved into our  new Tent. 

Friday, July 19. We drilled for  the first time in France. Turned 
in Red Cross goods (sweaters & helmet) and other extra  stuff. [B] 
Turned in all but one outfit. U p  in  the 
top of the Church 

Saturday, July 20. Hiked a couple of miles and back this morning. 
Litter drill in afternoon. [B] Took about a 2 mi. hike over on the 
Hill. Began working on our regular schedule. 

Sunday, July 21. On detail to  lug baggage today. A pleasant 
stroll with Sgt Leslie. [B] Order to keep our Helmets on or  with 
us. I was detailid for  Policing up the Switch Yards. Service in the 
evening at the Y. 

Monday, July 22. Unloaded horses and loaded cars and trucks 
preparatory to moving. A 
fight at noon. 

Lane and I slept in  our pup tents last night. 
Arose about 3 o’clock packed and left on trucks f o r  somewhere anyway 
we have stopped in Rambervillers. It was pretty late when we got 
to go to  bed. But I certainly did sleep some. [B] Left Bourmont at 
daybreak in  Truck. We arrived at Ramervillers by sunset. 

Finley and I saw some of the town today. 
Wrote a letter at  L a  Foyer du Soldat. [B] Policed up around quarters. 
Took a bath. 

Thursday, July 25. I staid in pretty close quarters today. I 
was up town and wrote another letter. [B] Went out for  Gas drill. 
Up in town in the afternoon. 

Friday, July 26. K. P. Postcard Enemy airplane [B] Our 
regular schedule. 

Saturday, July 27. Had a fainting spell this morning as I started 
out for  gas mask drill. This is due I think t o  indigestion. [B] I was 
K. P. With Lane & Anthony. A rainy day. 

Sunday, July 28. High mass in the forenoon and program in- 
teiesting at the “Y” in afternoon. [B] Went through the Cathedral 
Church on the Corner At  the Y. in the eve, With Lane Wrote to  
Eden King. 

Monday, July 29. Mask drill and lecture. Airplane raid a f te r  I 
retired. [B] First Airoplane raid at 10:30 P. M. 25 men detailed to 
get  horses. 

Tuesday, July 30. On detail most of the day. [B] Another Air 
raid About the same hr. A bright nite. 

Wednesday, July 31. Mask drill in the forenoon. Afternoon loaded 
trucks. Left Rambemiller at 8 o’clock and came over in a truck to 
Baccarat. Transferred to Creche Hospital along with five others. [B] 
Moved from Ramervillers to Baccarat in Trucks. About 15 mi. Pitched 
Tent on the Hill. 

Thursday, July 18. 
Put  up tents and moved in. 

Took a stroll over in the Hill. 

[B] Took the Tents down and packed up. 
Sergt, and a Pvt. 

Tuesday, July 23. 

Wednesday, July 24. 

Up in town af ter  mess. 

Jus t  Coming into Ramervillers. 
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Thursday, August 1. I have been given the scarlet fever ward. 
There a re  only six patients and they are  wrell enough to  be sent away. 
I handled the commissary goods what I could get today besides getting 
the laundry. [B] Mopped floors till Noon. On’ a Suppy Truck till 2 
1’. M. First in Co. to be in a Gas attack. With March & Bronie. 

Friday, August 2. Higgason got the commissary stuff today. I 
looked over the town a bit af ter  7 oclock. [El Worked in I?. Hospital. 
Rec’d 4 letters and wrote 2. 

I took another 
walk today. Only two patients left. [B] Worked in the fore noon. At 
the Y. in the eve. 

‘This is the beginning of the fifth year of the 
war. Rained in the afternoon. [B] Washed clothes and Swam. Went 
to Singing service at the Y. af ter  supper. 

Monday, August 5. Commissary and Salvation Army goods were 
handled by me today. Took over the laundry. Rec’d 7 letters. [B] 
Regular work in the Hospital. Went up in town af ter  supper. Met 
Higgason & Osgatharp. 

Tuesday, August 6. Two trips to officers headquarters today. 
Commissary and baths for  diphtheria patients. Blankets wet. I’m 
reading H. G. Well’s Mr. Britling sees i t  Through. [B] Begin washing 
Officers and patients Utensils. 

Wednesday, August 7. Higgason and I dusted blankets in the 
forenoon. I staid in the office in the afternoon. Bought a Frencn 
grammar 1.25. [B] Air raid East 
of us, 3 enemy machines. 

Thursday, August 8. It was some 
dirty. Finished reading my book. It is the best work of fiction con- 
cerning the war  I have read. Higgason and I began our night duty 
tonight. We hare  left the window shutters open and are  in for  a 
balling out. [B] Another a i r  raid about the same time of day just  
before Sunset only North of us. 

Friday, August 9. Bought me a writing outfit this noon and 
studied a little French. [B] Every thing is quiet near here. Rec’d 
letters from Aunt Flora H. & Mary Ockerman also Eda. 

Saturday, August 10. I sat up  all night last night and I felt 
somewhat glum this morning. I weighed 66 kilograms. [B] Ally 
planes goes over. 

Sunday, August 11. I went over to the company and got some 
rations this morning More booming of artillery than usual. Rec’d 
132.80 francs today. [B] 12 planes go  East Just at daylight. We 
drawed June’s pay. 

I went over t o  the company and paid Howard 
and Crofts what I owed them. Higgason and I went to a French class 
in the afternoon. I’m reading “Extricating Obadiah” by Jos. C. Lincoln. 
He is the author of the war  poem “Yellow.” [B] Air raid at Nite 
Heavy Shelling. 

Tuesday, August 13. Hig and I was over at the A. 1’. 0.bldg.  
this morning. I bought “IdCes et  Mots,” a n  elementary courso in the 
French language. The Huns have just given us 

Allies shoot shells at a German plane. 
Saturday, August 3. Col. Darby was over today. 

2 observation baloons up  all evening. 
Sunday, AugusL 4. 

Observation baloon up  all day. 

Saw some shots a t  an enemy plane 
They were turned back by our Shells. 

Swept out‘ the property room. 

2nd man dies. 

135 F & 10 centimes. 
Monday, August 12. 

It is a good textbook 
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a little aerial music. [B] I and Lane went to  town (Baccarat) Bot. 
Souvenirs. Air raid at 11 P: M. 

Wednesday, d u g u s t  14. I sat up last night and as usual I don’t 
feel any too well. I got Bill Nye’s “Re- 
marks” at the Y. [B] A German aviator brought down and took to  
147 Amb. Co. 3 blocks away. 

I was transferred to  the Company hospital 
this morning and af te r  sleeping a par t  of the day I went on duty at 
7 oc[l]ock P. M. in  ward 21 Previous to this I sent $20.00 home thru 
the Y sec There a re  19 in this ward and none are  dangerous except one 
Higgins who has  influenza in a severe form. All through the night it 
was not the most pleasant experience in the world to sit up here with 
ho lights and men coughing and calling for  this and tha t  [B] 3rd man 
dies. I washed some clothes. 

Friday, August 16. About 4 or 5 o’clock this morning I lay 
down on the bare floor to sleep. I slept 
till 4 in the afternoon. I came on a little bit early tonight to  get  any 
instructions the nurse or  lieutenant might give. I find Higgins with 
death rattle in his throat. At  ten minutes past taps he breathed his 
last. Reported his decease and helped carry him out. Had a n  op- 
portunity to rest the remainder of the night. 

Saturday, August 17. Went down to le hologerie [horloger] and 
left my watch. Lind is  my sickest man. He acts like Higgins. 
[B] Lane, Lutz, and I went to the river and took a swim. 

Sunday, August 18. Higgason and I hiked over to the observation 
balloon this morning. I t  surely was worth while. “Y” At a little 
af tzr  taps the Boches gave us some aerial entertainment. Received 
a new patient with lung trouble. Only 9 in my ward now. Lind is  
improving. [B] I was at the Y in the afternoon. 

Monday, August 19. A fellow came in last night who had the 
cramps. I had one time getting him eased. Lots of aerial music 
[B] Lots of shelling during the Nite. 50 American brought to  Evacua- 
tion H. Has been gased. 

Tuesday, August 20. A new man with bronchial trouble H[einie] 
M[usic] [B] Air raid at Nite. 

Wednesday, August 21. 5 f. charges. 
Some casualties in last night’s a i r  raid. [B] A Bomb 
dropped within 3 blocks of our barracks. 2 Amex. Killed instantly and 
4 died afterwards. 

Thursday, August 22. I went over to  Haxo Barracks a f te r  8 
o’clock and took a look at the results of Heinie’s raid last night. 
Plenty to see in the way of broken tiles window lights and plaster be- 
rides fou- dead horses and a mule with a hole in  his side I tried to  
take a bath but couldn’t take much of one. [B] Lessingy Captured by  
French & British. 

Friday, August 23. Very quiet last night. The Allied planes kept 
th i j  vicinity well patrolled. I gave one dose of medicine before taps  
and sl-pt the rest of the night. I slept and read and gave my washing 
to  a Madame. Helpt Weimer till midnight. [B] Sent Mary 0. a 
handkerchief. Wrote to  Dad. 

Not sick just kinder all in. 

Thursday, August 15. 

I was relieved at 8 o’clock. 

[B] 4th man dies. 

Got my watch from hologer. 
3 new patients. 
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Saturday, August 24. Cleaned up my ward today. More mail. 
Rainy. [B] Allies Capture Albert. I wrote to Floyd G. 

Sunday, August 25. I was 
on most all night too. Orders to move. Make my roll. [B] Bray was 
taken by the British. In the outskirts of Bapaume. 

Monday, August 26. Came in an ambulance to 145 F. H. Sick 
when attending a demonstration. Slept most of the afternoon. [B] The 
Brittish and F. take Bapaume. 

Tuesday, August 27. Not feeling very well today. So weak I 
can’t do much and still dizzy. This is the longest case of dizziness I 
have ever had. An enemy plane attacks the 
observation baloon. 

Wednesday, August 28. In  bed all day today [B] Roye Cap- 
tured. Chaulnes Captured. Wrote to Edward. 

Thursday, August 29. Got up to  eat  my supper. [B] Germans 
Attack the Observation balloon. 

Friday, August 30. Attended lecture today. Feeling pretty spunky. 
Cleaned myself up. I was looking as bad as I did on the Plassy. 
Heard some shells screech. Our observation balloon was hit in the 
afternoon. I am reading “Long Live the King” by Mary Roberts 
Rhinehart. [B] Peronne menaced French take Noyon. 

Saturday, August 31. I was in the dispensary today. [B] French 
advance on several miles front. 

Sunday, September 1. In a ward till noon. Made my roll and 
motored back to  the Creche, which is operated now by F. H. 146 Put  
on night duty in a spinal meningitis war[d]. A very serious case. 
[B] British take Combles & Bailleul. 

Went to  F. H. 147 and got my handbag a 
fellow from F. H. 145 brought me. My patient seems to rest slightly 
better. He has some fever. [B] Huns destroy the balloon. Lane & I 
take a walk across the River. Letter from D. G. 

Tuesday, September 3. Rullo rested pretty well during the night 
but this morning still has some fever. [B] Haircut .  Dentist works 
on my teeth. Rec’d word that  Hiram was dead yesterday. 

Wednesday, September 4. I felt pretty bad during the night. 
This morning I hiked out to 112 Ammunition Train to  see Parker. He 
was not there. I was all in when I got back. Took some medicine. 
Had a bad night of it. Stomach trouble again [B] Queant falls. 
While British advance on whole Battle front. 

Ate a little dinner. 
Read a little. [B] A Rainy day. Wrote to  Lizzie & Dewey G .  5th Man 
dies, a Negro. 

Friday, September 6. Arose this morning at 7:45 and cleaned up 
and a te  a light breakfast. Paid today 148.80 f. [B] French Capture 
Coucy. Letter from Mary 0. 

Saturday, September 7. Slept till 9 o’clock this morning. Don’t 
feel well yet. Went with Barrett to a hologer where he bought wrist 
watch paying 70 f. Movies. [B] Moved into other barracks. Air 
fight 

Sunday, September 8. Slept till 9 o’clock again this morning. Went 
to Y for  religious service. Moved to F. H. 147 in afternoon. Assigned 

Took England’s place in a ward today. 

[B] Went to the Dentist. 

Monday, September 2. 

Thursday, September 5. In bed all day today. 

We drawed July pay-150% F’s 

3 Allies af ter  a Boche. 
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to  Ward F. for  night duty. There a re  only two or  three cases that  
require very much attention. A new patient with sprained rt. ankle at 
10:40. Had to call the night nurse several times to man not resting 
well. After midnite and I have had mess. Raining very hard. 1:45 I 
have just finished reading Long Live the King. A very interesting 
s tory-ent i re ly  European in its setting and characters for  the most par t  
but a n  American version or dissertation possibly on Uneasy is  the head 
that  wears the crown. 

Monday, September 9. Two trips t o  CrCche today Redheaded nurse 
balled me out this morning for  the alleged offense of leaving a table 
untidy. The latter 
article was of little value to  me when I went on in the evening 
Another fellow at 9:15 Un[u]sual nurse calls. Rainy weather. 
[B] Since Aug, 8th 465 enemy planes brought down, 262 Allied in 
same time. 

Tuesday, September 10. Had a new battery put in flashlight but 
i t  lasted but a few lightings. Read quite a bit during the nite. [B] The 
weather is very rainy. Allies Advance slowly all along line. 

Wednesday, September 11. The patient who helped me do the 
dishes tonight was somewhat stewed. Another fellow came in during 
the night who had had his fist smashed in a fight. [B] Allies are 
near St. Quentin, Laon, and La Fere. Band Plays in the Afternoon. 

Thursday, September 12. All serious cases a re  evacuated now. 
About two oclock in the morning a fellow with a broken colar bone 
was brought in. He was thrown into a nervous chill and suffered 
intensely [B] Made our packs up ready to  move any time. 

One of the March boys,and I saw the glass 
factory this morning. Very interesting Left F. H. 147 this noon. 
Went back to  company and nelped clean out wards. Left Bacarat about 
8 oclock and came in trucks to  Romont Billet in a barn loft, where 
there is plenty of good fresh hay. [B] Left Baccarat at 7 P: M. Arrived 
at Romont 10 P. M. 

Saturday, September 14. Rather late breakfast today. Only two 
meals during the day Looked around over this town a little bit today. 
Not much to see. [B] ‘I’oni Wooden & I go out under a shade tree. 

Sunday, September 15. Received 3 letters and the Evansville 
Courier today. Had clothing and ration inspection Visited the 
Aviation Camp. Issued an overcoat and af te r  I retired the company 
was called out an[d] issued a n  extra blanket. Several fellows stewed. 
[B] Inspection in orchard. Visited Aviation Field. On Guard at Nite. 

Monday, September 16. I am sitting here on a truck waiting f o r  
orders to  leave. Been here nearly all day and haven’t gone yet. 
[B] American Capture 13,000 prisoners in vicinity of St. Mihiel Firs t  
big Blow. 

Tuesday, September 17. Arose at 1:30 this morning and had 
breakfast and started. Have past thru Luneville and Nancy. Later  on 
the trucks past thru Toul but I was asleep. Travel’d till late at night. 
Put  up alongside of the road. Rained during the night [B] Left 
Romont at 3 A. M. Lost on our way. In  the outskirts of-Barle-Duc. 

Wednesday, September 18. Motored into Bar  le Duc about 11 
o’clock this morning. Have all my belongings all f ixt  up in a barracks 

[B] Ham & Chauny taken by the French. 

Bought a pocket knife 3% f. and flashlight 6 f .  

Friday, September 13. 

4 of us  get a private room. 
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Cleaned up myself. [B] Arrived at  Noon in Barle-Duc. on the Big 
Hill. 

Thursday, September 19. Unloaded and loaded trucks this morn- 
ing. Bought me a watch 70 f. 
Sitting now in a theatre waiting for  performance t o  start. Some 
entertainers f;om the states. Entertainment best I’ve heard f o r  quite 
a while. Bob Hart 10 f. [B] A Rainy day. Play Eucher in the  
Truck. Wrote to  Fannie. A t  the Show. 

Arose at 5 oclock ce matin and unloaded 
trucks. Rolled up in a blanket and slept and read some from the 
Mississippi Bubble. Got 
a pass to go down town again this apres midi. Had a fine shower 
bath. Got a grat is  
hair cut. Permitted again to  come to  Bar  le Duc theatre. Waiting 
now for  Derformance to begin. A laugh every minute. Lasted longer 
than a n  hour. [B] Through the Church Letters from Mose & Mary 0. 
Unioaded trucks before daylight. 

Saturday, September 21. Gas mask inspection. Left Bar-le-Duc 
at five oclock in the afternoon. Also ration inspection [B] Left Barle- 
Duc. At  4:30 P.M. in Trucks. 

Sunday, September 22. Traveled all night last night and until 
3 o’clock this morning. Rather late breakfast. Orders to put up  pup 
tents. Clay Sheldon and I worked about 2% hrs. fixing up ours. We 
dug out a place by the roots of a tree and besides ditching around i t  
we camouflaged it with brush. We mist our dinner and had nothing 
but some hard crackers and a can of lobster. Read a little bit. 
[B] Landed in the Forest at 2: A. M. Pitched Pup Tent with Author 
Lane. Beechnut Grove. Went in dug outs. 

Monday, September 23. Cleaned up myself this morning and 
owing to  having cold damp feet I have just  put on my woolen socks. 
Rainy weather with all its discomfitures of mud & feeling chilly. 
Rec’d a big lot of E’ville Couriers and Ot. Stars. Packed and loaded on 
a truck to  leave but orders were changed. Moses Lane & I bunked 
together. 2 gas  alarms, besides some shell. [B] A Rainy day. 
Carried rock for  the Kitchen. Loaded up but failed t o  Move. 

Tuesday, September 24. Read all forenoon. Left 4:30 f o r  Brabant. 
On a detail now to clean up a barracks. We surely had one good feed 
for  supper. [B] Shelled all nite. Mon. N Gas alarm given 3 times. 
Move from the Beach Grove. To Brabant. 

Wednesday, September 25. On detail again this morning. Turned 
in my 8%-D hobnails sans hobs and got a pair of 9 E ditto. I’m out 
here in this beautiful moonlight listening to the barrage being put  over 
by the Americans Im on guard. Nothing much t o  do. I went off 
guard at 2 o’clock in the morning. [B] 250 mi. Fro. A t  the Obser- 
vation balloon. Big Amex. Drive began at mid-nite on the Verdun 
Front. 

Thursday, September 26. Blanket issued today. The cannonading 
continued most of the day. Some wounded 
brought in. 1,500 prison- 
ers pass us on the road. 

Friday, September 27. I counted a file of 214 Boche prisoners. 

Permitted to go down town in evening. 

Friday, September 20. 

Looking over the Shoes and late f o r  dinner. 

Rec‘d some mail that  had been somewhat delayed. 

Prisoners past thru here. 
[B] Went on a Truck af ter  Medical supplies. 
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There were four such besides 32 officers. Washed my clothes. [B] More 
Prisoners go thru, 

Saturday, September 28. Went out in the woods and pickt up  a 
good pair of shoes-a good fit. Set around or looked around rest of 
the day. Shells bursting near. [B] Hair  Cut. Amex. advance 7 mi. on 
20 mi. front. 

I’m all ready to  go-all packed up-wait- 
ing for  orders. 11:15 While waiting finished reading The Mississippi 
Bubble. Journey’d a distance past a ruined 
village where most of the co. was sent up to the front as stretcher 
bearers. Quite a congestion of trucks. [B] St. Mihiel Sector. Leave 
Brabant at 2: P. M. Arrived at Auvecourt at mid-nite. Star t  to  put 
up Tents. 

Right now at 10:30 I am sitting on the 
ruins of the above village (Avecourt) guarding the packs of 6 of us 
while waiting orders for  further work along the lines of liason. A man 
gave us a pretty good feed for  dinner & supper. Congestion [B] 5 of 
us helps at Recieving Station. Wait f o r  Trucks to  come. Stay all nite 
around fire. 

Tuesday, October 1. I tried to sleep last night, but having no 
blankets I gave i t  up as a bad job and at 12 oclock I went to  the 
dressing station and worked there. After noon we hiked over to  the 
Company over the ground that  the Germans had held. It was full of 
shell holes. Engineers constructing new roads. Helped put up hospital 
tents. Many wounded brot in. [B] We hiked about 3% mi. t o  the Co. 
On guard Directing Ambulances to the F. H. 148. 

Wednesday, October 2. Worked at camouflaging hospital tents 
till afternoon. Left this place near the front in evening. Saw a Hun 
plane brot down [B] On guard. They shell the Cross roads. Great 
a i r  fight. Leaves the Hospital at Dark. 

Thursday, October 3. Arrived here at Brabant about 4 oclock this 
morning. A good feed by Red X. These are great  days f o r  living now. 
This is one of the greatest if not the greatest offensive put over by 
the Amex forces. Bulgaria has laid down arms. My work so f a r  hasn’c 
b e n  more than carrying litters and camoflaging but I have at least 
heard a great  battle if I haven’t seen so very much of i t  [B] Arrive 
back in Brabant at 5:  A. M. road all night Pitch Pup Tents. 

Friday, October 4. We left Brabant some time last night and 
traveled all night in the worst crow[d]ed condition we have ever  
traveled. Along this morning we past thur  Bar  le Duc and had break- 
fas t  not f a r  from there, near Trouville. We are  now stopt a way out 
here somewheres in the country and have had a bite to eat. I tried to  
lie down and sleep but its too chilly. We have past thru some of the 
most beautiful par t  of France I have yet seen Its is threatening rain. 
[B] Left Brabant at 10: P. M. Arrived in outskirts of Trousville at 
7: A. M. Leave at 10: . P M. 

Saturday, October 5. The 112 San. Tr. moved again about 2 o’clock 
this morning. We are  located near a little village, Lanenville. The 
sun is shining warm and bright this morning and altho I couldn’t lie 
down all night I slept a little bit before breakfast and having performed 
my morning ablutions I am feeling 0. K. Went up  and carried 

Wrote t o  E. K. Dad and Mary Ockerman 

Sunday, September 29. 

Left Brabant at 1 oclock. 

Co. goes to  dressing Station. 
Monday, September 30. 
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water for  a bath. We left this 
place in the afternoon and came into Troussey about dark. We had 
some supper, believe me! Then Lane Howard and I f x t  up  a place 
to sleep on the truck and I reckon we slept some. [B] Arrive in 
outskirts of Lanesville at 9 P. M. Go to Bernecourt early next morn. 

Sunday, October 6. Peace rumors a re  being circulated now. I 
went to  some kind of a service in the church in the afternoon. We 
hauled out of town just af ter  dark and one would have thot we were 
a party of picnickers by all the music we were making It surely was 
a merry crowd Along about 11 oclock. We same three pitched a pup 
tent and I reckon I slept some again. [B] Austria, Turkey & Bulgaria 
ask for  immediate piece. 

Monday, October 7. This morning just a f te r  breakfast we came 
to Bernecourt and now we have pitched pup tents according to  squads 
and I am lying here on my back by the side of Corp Waychoff. 

All evacuated by about 5 
o’clock The Corp. went to  a chateau to bunk so Howard and I sleep 
together. [B] Hospital at Bernecourt Monday morn. Oct. 7th. Moved 
out  to  the Hospital. Trade Tents with the other Company, already up. 

Tuesday, October 8. Sleeted some today. Ward full of patients 
when I went on duty this morning. Only 5 gas patients. One serious 
case of neurosis came in for  a while. Helped a Sal. Army man bring 
over some lemons for  the Company. A Sal. Army woman with us. 
[B] Wrote to  Edward & Jack Frost. Wilson says nothing but a n  
unconditional sur. 

Wednesday, October 9. The usual number of patients today Some 
badly burned ones. Howard, Lane & I moved to  basement of Chateau. 
[B] Move from Pup Tents over to the Cave. Lane, me & Osgatharp. 

The biggest rush of patients we have ever 
had. Evacuating some 
of the patients to  F. H. 148. [B] British French & American in a 
Triple drive. gain 3 mi. on 20 mi. front. Extending from Cambari, 
to St. Quentin. 

Got a waist 
from a German salvage pile and sent home to Pearl. Cleaned out my 
dugout [B] Hindenburg lines runs from Metz to Lille. 

Saturday, October 12. Pay day 143 f .  Fixed up the ward till 
it  looks like a real hospital. Heard of fathers death today [B] Pay 
day, Aug, pay 145 Fr. & 50 centimes. 

Sunday, October 13. Had a good bath and changed underwear 
this morning. No patients till af ter  supper. [B] German reply to  
Wilson’s Note was sent Sat. Oct. 12 Accepts terms Wilson’s asks for  
Jan. 8th--18. 

Monday, October 14. We handled 47 gas cases today. Mostly tear  
gas. All kinds of peace rumors going 
the rounds of the press.+. g. Germany has  excepted the peace terms 
of Pres. Wilson. I’m reading The Rainbow Trail by Zane Grey. 
[B] Laon, Le F6r6 & Nish fall to  the Allies. Sent tag f o r  Xmas pres- 
ent  home. 

We had one wild man in the ward with us 

The first time the system was used. 

Lieut Ray Announces it. 

I have been assigned to  a gas ward. 

Thursday, October 10. 
My best blanket was taken over by the Q .  M. 

Friday, October 11. Had but a few patients today. 

A very beautiful sunny day. 

Rec’d my Xmas pkg. coupon. 

Tuesday, October 15. 
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this morning. Swearing and praying were his specialties. [B] The 
fellow that  was Nuts in Our Ward. 

Wednesday, October 16. Pulled down some of our tents Evacuated 
all patients. Relieved by 28th Division. [B] Left Bernecourt at 10 P. M. 
Arrived in Menillot and were billited in town. 

After traveling a good par t  of the night 
we stopt and billeted in a barn loft in Menillot. Our hospital ward tent  
and one or two other tents a re  put up just  outside the bakery in 
Choloy, 5 KI from Toul 3 K1 from Foug. [B] Set up 2 ward Tent. 
Lane & I go to Foug,in the after-noon. (Took a bath) 

Friday, October 18. Went over to Foug this morning and got 
some souvenirs that  I sent home, Right now i t  is a little af ter  supper. 
I have just climbed the steepest hill I ever climbed. It’s a table land 
up here and one has a view of some very pretty scenery. Quite a num- 
ber of towns can be seen. Among the ones I know a r e  Toul and Foug. 
I go on duty in a ward at 7 o’clock. The ward was full by 9 o’clock. 
Influenza and stomach trouble [B] Lane, Mc Pal  Callahan, Jameson 
& myself go up in the Mountain & around thru, Foug & back to  Camp. 
(Took a bath) 

Saturday, October 19. Helped feed 
the patients. Then slept till noon. We are  getting ready to  move. 
[B] Lane & I take a walk. Got some Turnips. Left Menillot at 9: P. M. 
Got to Pagny at 11: P. M. 

Slept 
in barracks. Left about 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon and went in a westerly direction. Past thru Sens, 
Bar le Duc and on edge of the Argonne forest. Stopt out in the 
country near a n  aviation camp about 20 K of Chalons. [B] Stayed in 
barracks. Went around the prison Cage. Left Pagny at 4:P. M. Got 
near Chalons at 10 P. M. 

Monday, October 21. Miss Wall’s birthday. Waiting to start having 
[not clear] breakfast. Past thru Chalons Montmirand and St. Jean. 
Some other good towns whose names I couldn’t get. Meaux at  about 
5 oclock and billeted in the 3d floor of barracks Bish Kreiter 10 f .  
[B] Left Chalon about 8 A. M. Arrive in Meaux at 5 P. M. 

Tuesday, October 22. Left Meaux [not clear] Past thru 
[ Erhmannville,] Desert of France Sevles, Rantigny, Beauvais, Grand- 
vill[i]ers and pulled into Poix at about 7 oclock. Looked over town a 
little bit bought beaucoup chochalat. Slept in a haymow sans hay. 
[B] Leave Meaux at 9 A. M. Arrive in Poix at 7 P. M. Sleep in 
Billets. 

Wednesday, October 23. Herschberger 4 f 50 Very pretty day 
for  traveling. Abbeville was the largest town we past thru till we 
reached our destination viz S t  Omer. Looked over the town a little 
bit. [B] Leave at 8 A M. Arrive at St. Omer 5 P. M. All go to  town. 
I was on guard at the Gate. A Large town. 

Thursday, October 24. Left St. Omer about 8 oclock. Past thru 
Cassel. Not f a r  from part  over the boundary line into Belgium. By 
midday we wera in sight of the ruins Ypres. My imagination had 
been inadequate in picturing the desolation of Belgium. Trucks were 
held up on acct of bad roads. We went up  t o  Hooglide but turned back 

Italian gives me a Souvenir. 

Thursday, October 17. 

About 3 kilm. 

I went to bed af ter  midnite. 

Sunday, October 20. Pull-d into Pagny sometime last night 
Visited a cage of Boche prisoners 

Sun. N. Pitched Pup T. 
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and past thru Staden and stopt for  the nite in sight of this place. Most 
of us billeted in a German barracks. [B] Leave St. Omer at 8: A. M. 
Arrive near Staden at dark. In  Belgium. 

Friday, October 25. After  a breakfast of fried hdrd tacks I went 
out and looked over the grounds around here. Pret ty  badly shot up. 
We had steak and mashed potatoes tonite for  supper. Beaucoup fine. 
[B] Pass thru, Ypres, and the old Hindenburg line. Everything wipped 
& clean for  several mi. 

Saturday, October 26. Left this morning and came t o  a convent 
in Lichtervelde. I t s  afternoon now and we have it pretty well cleaned 
up with the view of using i t  for  a hospital. After  I had dinner Howard 
& I got in “Corps” detail and f ixt  up a Q M tent. [B] Leave Staden at 
8 A. M. Arrive in Lichterveldt at 9:30 A. M. Take over a large 
church or  convent. 

Sunday, October 27. K. P. all day. Witker and Brockway had 
a few fistic maneuvers. [B] Began Standing Reveille. Washed a few 
things. 37th Div. 2nd to  be in Belgium. Firs t  nite at o r  in Staden. 
Church at  2:30 P. M. 

Monday, October 28. Bathed and washed my clothes [B] Rec’d & 
Ans. Letters from, Phelps & J. W. H. Got a Hair  Cut. Rainy day. 

Tuesday, October 29. I couldn’t know 6 mo. ago that  I’d be in a 
convent or  looking over a Belgian windmill. Besides all that  I rec’d 
beaucoup lettres and got my watch fixt. Prix 2 f [B] Rec’d letter 
from Cousin Florence. Troops pass through all day. Going to the 
front. A pretty day. 

Fox & I went down to see the windmill 
grind this morning. I had the dentist do some work on a decayed 
tooth. 6:30 P. M. I am all ready to leave this place. Left about 8 
oclock and about 11 oclock stopt beside the road near Denterghem 
[B] Left Lichterveldt at 8 P. M. Arrive at Dentergem 10. P. M. 
Pitch pup Tents at the Edge of town. 

Thursday, October 31. Heavy artillery this morning. Some of i t  
gas Laid around 
and slept most of the day. Went over 
with two squads to  do some manual labor at 145 F. H. Nothing doing. 
Prisoners. [B] Spits & Graham’s squads go to  145 F. H. Heavy 
artillery firing around us all day & nite. Bring prisoners back. 
Ha 11 ae F n 

Friday, November 1. I had beaucoup sleep last nite and now at 
9:21 I have policed myself up and sitting around a stove with Scully 
Beaucoup guns early this morning Slack 5 f. Bombs dropt close at 
nite. [B] Papers drop from a plane. 2 planes brought down. Air 
raids at nite, several Bombs drop around us. 

Saturday, November 2. Policed around here a little bit this 
morning Left in afternoon and about 4 o’clock came to [Chryshautem.] 
In a convent here that  was preoccupied by the Boche. It has  been 
shelled o r  maybe bombed. [B] Left Dentergem at 2 P. M. Arrive 
in Kriushouten 4 P. M. Located in a Convent. Belgium Orphans 
there. 

I’ve been cleaning up wards this morning. 
Finished what I was doing about 10:30 Policed myself up and now its 

Wednesday, October 30. 

An old Belgian lady gave me some bread & coffee. 
Nothing much to  see in town. 

Sunday, November 3. 
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nearly noon and I am ready for  mess. Some of the most pathetic 
sights of the war  to be seen here. Lots of artillery to  be heard this 
morning as well as last nite. Interesting sight to  watch the Belgian 
children play their games. Called out of bed at about 8 oclock to 
help in a ward. A French battery struck by shell. Got a bump over 
the right eye. [B] French Artillery Batt. hit many wounded 10 Killed. 
Was on ward work also on guard. Town shelled all nite 

Monday, November 4. Went over to  Y canteen and got some 
cakes. More bombs towards getting up  time. Loaded trucks before 
dinner and left [Chryshautem] about 1:20. Past thru Meulebeke A 
pretty good town Arrived in Pitthem 3 oclock I'm already to  look 
over the town. [B] Leave Kriushtem at 1 P. M. Arrive in Pittgeni 
3 P. M. Billeted in a Convent. Wire catched Jerry. 

I looked over Pitthem in the forenoon. It 
seems t h a t  one man, Ferdinand Veirbest, went to  China as a Jesuit 
missionary in  [blank]. They have quite a statue by  the church erected 
in his memory. 1 wrote letters in the afternoon. At 5 oclock I called 
on a Belgian family where, with perhaps a dozen other soldiers I 
past a pleasant two hours. I am to help guard Bill Graves truck a 
day. [B] Rainy day. A Y. M. C. A. is here. Plenty Chocolat & 
Cigarretts. 

Wednesday, November 6. Rainy dreary day. Pay day 143 f 
Dentist. [B] We were paid Sept. pay today. 145 Fr.-5.50 Fr. to 
the $. More Clothes are issued. 

Thursday, November 7. Still dreary looking but I rec'd beaucoup 
papers and two letters. I had the curious experience of having a 
Belgian cut my hair and shave me. The curiosity was the way he 
performed all this. Its 1:20 and I a m  waiting for  the dentist to  tell 
me its my turn. I'm sitting in a Relgian home writing at  a Belgian 
table [B] Rumors that  the fighting is over. Wrote to  Wilma Fark. 
Guarded the Truck. 

Friday, November 8. I've set around and read and wrote letters 
all day. We move tomorrow. [B] Rainy. The ground has  frozen 
slightly in the last wk. 

Saturday, November 9. Left at 8 oclock Past thru Thielt. Got 
here to Deinze [Deynze] in about an hour and a half In a convent 
St. Henri. Cleaiied up the place Non-coms. busted [B] Leave Pitt- 
gem at 8. A: M. Arrive in Deynze at 10. A: M. Jer ry  & Colliek 
scraps. Set up a Hosp. in Convent. Triage 

We had the most cases of severely wounded 
brot in today that  I have ever seen I put in one steady day of it. 
[B] Worked in the operating room. Handled 140 Cases f i rs t  day. 
Hostilities cease within 24 hrs. 11-11. 

Monday, November 11. 11 Novembre 191- 
Cq de F1 Marechal Foch a Commandants en Chef 1" Les 
Hostilities seront arretbes s u r  tout le front a partir du onze Novembre, 
onze heures (Heure Francais) 2" Les troupes allies ne de passeront 
pas jusqu'a nouvel order ligne atteinte a cette date e t  B cette heure. 

I copied the above this morning when I went down town. 

Tuesday, November 5. 

Sunday, November 10. 

Signe: Marechal Foch 

I think i ts  
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one histcrical communique We had some more badly wounded to  dyess 
befo-e I went off duty. [B] Last man wounded 8 3 0  A. M. Husung 
fires guns accidently. Send Jer ry  & Keller back to  the Base Hosp. 
Few Patient today. 

Tuesday, Novernbcr 12. I took a bath and washed my under- 
clothes today. Not many patients received [B] Fellow shoots himself 
with a 45 c. Automatic. Osgatharp & I take a Bath. Separate the 
salvage junk 

Wednesday, November 13. I helped Baker handle some Q.  M. 
stuff today. [B] Horse runs over 
a Frenchmzn. 

Thuxday,  November 14. Wcnt to  dentist again [B] Me, Lane & 
Shelton go to town in the afternoon. Received 8 letters today. Turn 
in surplace Clothes. 

Friday, November 15. Had a clothing inspection today. I went 
down town and had supper consisting of coffee and cakes. [B] Lane 
and I go to  town at Nite. We met the Belgian Took us to a cafe. 
Had a drink around. Visited Sp. H. 

Saturday, November 16. Had inspection with our packs today. 
Issued a leather vest (Jerkins) [B] I & Osgatharp go down town 
a t  nite. Go to the Dance. A very beautiful nite. 

Sunday, November 17. Hike before breakfast. Pared spuds. Shaub 
& I visited a Belgian home. [B] Hiked down Town before Breakfast 
Get Oct. pay. 144 Fr. 5.45 to the $. Began on new Schedule Had 
my picture taken-a Belgium. 

Monday, November 18. Lcut. Stuckey gave us  setting up exer- 
cises before breakfast. In the 
afternoon Lt. Stuckey hiked us t o  a little town and back without the 
slightest kind of a rest. [B] Firs t  Snow to fall. Drill up on Main St. 
Take Calsentenes before Breakfast. 

Tuesday, November 19. On guard two hrs  ce apres midi. Beau- 
coup souvenirs. He 
goes to fas t  to suit the Co. 

Wednesday, November 20. Left this morning at 1 O : l O .  Traveled 
along quite a ways counting all the back tracking we did. Along about' 
half past two we pulled into some little berg and got billited in a 
room-8 of us. Bcaucoup straw and blankets [B] Leave Deynze at 
10: A. M. Arrive at I'aulaethem. Billeted in a Cafe. Had Beer and 
other drinks. 

Paulathem is the name of this little berg. 
I went over to Maria Laathem this morning. Its about the size of this 
town. There a re  a bunch of us left here on acct of the truck we came 
over in having to  go  to  some other place for the company to  which 
it belongs. I am sitting here now (10:30) waiting for  a Belgian woman 
to get me du pain et du lait. We left at a little a f te r  12 and came 
back to Deinze. I had my picture taken. [B] All come back to  Deynze. 
Our Truck s tay behind. 

Capt. King took us on a hike this morning. 
I weighed 65 kilograms. On guard trois heures. [B] Captain Kink 
take us  out for  drill. 

The calesthenics and hikes were not so 

I am better oif for  clothes thereby. 
Higgason and I run over town in the afternoon. 

Higgason & I go to  the Dance. 

Then Let. Ray drilled us  for  a n  hour. 

[B] Lieut, Stookey takes us on a hike for  a n  hr. 

Thursday, November 21. 

Lane & I get  milk and bread & Butter. 
Friday, November 22. 

P a r t  of the 37 Div. go thru, going West. 
Saturday, November 23. 
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bad today. Right now I am in a Belgian home parleying une peu 
with une mademoiselle-a Belge. I don’t like 
them very well. [B] King takes us out in the morn. & Stookey in the 
afternoon. Rec’d & ans. a Letter to  E. King. 

Came to Oost-rcosheke this morning. Bil- 
leted in some kind of a building for  about two hours, then ordered 
to make our packs and move to  another par t  of the town. I a m  billeted 
now in a Belgian home. The family consists of a pere, mere et  sept 
kinde The oldest being neuf ans, the youngest trois mois. [B] Bird’s 
birthday. Left Deynze at 9:30 A. M. arrived in Oostroosbeke at 
11: A M. 

I wonder where I’ll be one month from 
today. I won’t forget last night soon. I slept just  over Shaub on 
a bur,k. The slats came out and I went on thru on to  him. Of all 
the laughing we four, Howard, Lane, Shaub and I, did. Ive had lots 
of fun today with some Belgian kids. [B] We are  billeted in a private 
home. 4 of us in a room upstairs. Detailed to  peal Spuds at the 
Kitchen. 

Tuesday, November 26. Capt. King took the company out f o r  a 
little hike this morning. I carried water for  bathing purposes in the 
afternoon. Right now I am waiting for  our turn to  take a bath which 
is t o  be at 10 oclock tonite. Ho oh! the order changed and I knew 
nothing of i t  so no bath for  me. [B] I got the best jump while out 
on a hike. 

Wednesday, November 27. Wrote some letters in the forenoon. 
Hiked in afternoon. [B] Bot. Ring from Belgium Kid. Hike in the 
afternoon. 

Thursday, November 28. Today is Thanksgiving Day in the 
States. No turkey or  cranberry sauce here but a good feed anyway. 
Took my washing down to a washerwoman before dinner. Beaucoup 
Boche prissoniers past thru here ce matin. I t  is now about 10 P M. 
I a m  guarding the kitchen. I go off at midnitc [El  Spit’s squad in 
charge of Ward at nite, also Kitchen. I was kitchen guard from 12 
to  2:  A. M. 

I have been a soldier seven months today. 
I went over to  a Belgian home and stayed till 10 o’clock in the evening. 
[B] I & Lane take his gun & go down the river about 2 mi. in the 

after-noon. 
Saturday, November 30. I had one fine bath today. That, to- 

gether with a change of clothes, makes me feel tres bien. [B] Drilled 
in the forenoon. Have our pictures taken in the afternoon. 

Sunday, December 1. Today was bright and sunshiny to begin 
with but by the afternoon i t  became cloudy I enjoyed reading Brand 
Whitelock’s article on Belgium in “Everybody’s” very much. [B] Wash 
my clothes & take a bath. Wrote a 2 letters & sent news paper home. 
No formations today. 

Monday, December 2. We began a regular 5 h r  skedule consisting 
of calesthenics lectures drills and recreation. [B] Capt. Eyestone lec- 
tures on the service given to  the wounded. French lesson by George. 
A big shinny Game-9-13. 

Tuesday, December 3. The rain interfered with the skedule today. 

I got my pictures today. 

Sunday, November 24. 

make beds then move to other side of town. 
Monday, November 25. 

Carry water to  take a bath-we miss it. 

Boys here have a rabbit feast at mid-night. 

Friday, November 29. 
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An interesting lecture in the afternoon by Capt. Borden on shell shock 
I’m on guard again tonite. We are  expecting to  move soon. [B] To 
rainy to drill. All Clean up their Clothes. Capt, Lectures on she11 S. 
patients. Get Pictures. On K. guard. 

Wednesday, December 4. The order to move came while I was yet 
on guard. We left about 9 oclock and traveled along thru that  
desolate country in and around Ypres. About 4 oclock we pulled into 
Mendinghem [Menin?] (Proven) We past thru Courtrai, Poperinghe 
[B) Leave Oostroosbeke at 9 A. M. Arrive in Proven at 2:30 P. M. 
Pass thru, Courtrai & Menin both large towns. 

Calesthenics in which we did the windmill 
exercise in sight of two, one running. Squad drill pas bon. [B] Drill 
1 hr. in the morning. Lane & I take a hunt in the Afternoon. Up 
in town in the evening. 

Friday, December 6. I carried water instead of drilling ce matin. 
Visited with Finley cet aprcs midi. Lane 
& I visited the old wind-mill. 

Saturday, December 7. Crost the border 
near Rexepoede Stopt au Killem a while. Right now--5 oclock- 
billeted in a big barn awal  out in the country. [B] Leave Proven at 
1: P. M. Arrive in Hoonshout at 3:30 P. M. Billeted in Barn loft. 
Flax wheel at work. 

The forenoon was one of the loveliest, pret- 
tiest, sunshiny days I ever saw. Howard and I took a stroll out in the 
country thru some of the most progressive portion of Northern France. 
At 1 oclock we left the ba.n and by 3 oclock we were in Dunkirk on 
the North Sea. We past thru Bergues. We a r e  located 6 kl. from 
Dunkirke in a big hotel near the beach. I go on guard at Midnite. 
[B] On the North Sea. Osgatharp & I take a walk in the forenoon. 
Leave IIooshout at 1: P. M. Arrive in Dunkirk at 3:  P. M. Guard the 
K. at nite. Billeted in “Casino Hotel.” 

Monday, December 9. Here I am on guard. A lighthouse is 
flashing a revolting light in plain sight of here. I retired again at 
2 o’clock in the morning and arose again about 7:30. Shaub & I 
strolled along the beach a while then Finley and I took a round at 
it. I was on guard again from noon till 2 o’clock in the afternoon 
then Merkert and I saw Dunkirk together. We bought a few postcards 
and other souvenirs. Took supper at a French CafC and English 
Salvation Aimy Hut. Letter from Miss Robinson. [5] Spit’s squad 
all go to  town on St. Car. 35 centime fai[r] Casino Hotel Termi[n]us. 
Right on the Beach. 

Rec’d 
the intelligence that  we sail for  America Dec. 29. We rec’d 10 f. this 
noon from a Woman’s Auxilliary of Toledo Supper again in Dunkirk 
I’m on a street car now on my way back to  quarters [B] Put  up 5 ward 
Tents. Move from T’erminus to Tents. Rainy 
day. Hair Cut. 

Wednesday, December 11. Visited a French battery along the 
coast. [B] Croft, Shaub & I take a walk on the Beach, also visit the 
Fortification. Rainy. 

Thursday, December 12. Sick ce matin. Came to Wormhoudt to- 

Thursday, December 5. 

[B] Drilled in the fore-noon. 
The Band plays in the Street. 

Left Proven at 1 o’clock. 

Sunday, December 8. 

Tuesday, December 10. Put up ward tents in the forenoon 

Go back to  town at nite. 



Indiana Magazine of History 

day. Billeted 3d floor over cafe (An Tonnelier) [B] Leave Dunkirk at 
10: A. M. Arrive in Wormhoudt a t  12 noon. Billeted on 3rd floor 
over the wine shop. 

A frenchwoman cut my hair and shaved me 
today. Hig and I hiked over to Esquelbecq cet apres midi and got some 
stuCf from the Y. GO 
thru the Church & the Gas flour mill. 

Saturday, December 14. Rec’d paybooks. Pay day 141 f. 70. An- 
other trip to  Esquelbecq with B. Hart. [B] wood- 
row Wilson Ar:ives in France. Pay day. Nov. pay 143 Fr. 90 centimes. 
Spit’s squad on guard. 

Sunday, December 15. Peele6 spuds 2 hrs  ce matin. Cet apres 
midi Crofts, Hig and I hiked up here to Cassel. Had a fine time 
looking over the town. I ts  upon a hill and you have a good view of 
the country. We are  now (4 P M) in a tea  room. We have ordered 
pork chops chips bread, butter a[n]d coffee and are  waiting now for  it. 
Hig and I liked our feed so well we ordered seconds. Enough was 
brot in for  Crofts also but he didn’t partake, so we two had quite a 
repast. We hiked back to  our billet and related some of our ex- 
periences to  the boys. I rec’d a letter f rom Standford. Along about 9 
o’clock “Curly” March brot a couple of doughboys who were more or 
less diunk to our  billet They were from 91 Division [B] I was on 
K. P. 1st since we left Ramervillers. 2 birds come in stewed. Some 
of 148 F. H. fail to get in. 

Monday, December 16. I ts  a rather gloomy day. I have just 
finished reading the elcction news in the Courier. Pas bon. I am now 
sitting in a home occupied by Belgian refugees. There a re  two ladies 
here past middle age. They have done my washing for  me and one 
of them now is darning my socks. We had battalion drill in the after- 
noon. [B] The Whole Sanitary Train, in Battalion drill. Pass a re- 
view for  the Officeis In the Outskirts of town. 

Tuesday, December 17. I bought a set of spoons this morning. 
Later on I bought a purse and a tres  jolie scarf for  mother. I got 
them wrapped and censored by Lt. Ward. “Shorty” Galligher, Merkert, 
Beckley and Ludwig represented F. H. 148 when the officers Lt. Ray 
& Capt. Eyestone rec’d medals at the divisional decorations at Esquelbecq 
in the afternoon. [B] The Officers & a few men go to  a review. 
Eyestone & Rae get  the Div’s Decorations. 

Wednesday, December 18. Mailed my package this morning. In 
the evening I met with some other fellows and started a brief of the 
history of F. H. 148 to  be used in the division’s history. [B] Wash a 
few Clothes. Company goes out for  drill. Read in  the after-noon. 

Thursday, December 19. I read Evansville Couriers most all morn- 
ing and wrote a letter to Willie Bob in afternoon [B] Stand Reveille. 
No other formations all day. 2 trucks go for  Clothing. I read & write. 

Friday, December 20. At -  
tended a good 37 Div. entertainment in the evening. [B] Spits Squad 
on guard my shift from 4: A:  M. Carp is  K. 1’. 

Saturday, Dccember 21. It’s now a little past midnite and I 
am guarding the kitchen again. Shaub and f are  to go to  Dunkirk 
in the morning. We got ourselves all fixt up and had our passes 

Friday, December 13. 

[B] Shaub & I take a walk in the afternoon. 

On guard 6 to  8:30 

Set  around and read a little bit today. 

till wake the cooks. 
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signed by the major and partied to  Dunkirk. We hadn’t been there 
very long till our ambulance went t o  Calais and we went along as two 
of nine Blesse. We had a good time looking over this historical town. 
Came back to  Dunkirk and had a bath and was back to Wormhoudt by 
a little af ter  9. Lt. Ray was with US. [B] Osgatharp & Shaub go  to 
Dunkirk. Peal spuds. Get shaved lady Barber. 

Howard Lane Shaub & I hiked to  Cassel cc 
matin and we have been over a par t  of the town and now we are  in 
the same room I was in last Sunday waiting for  dinner. After  our 
repast we looked around a little bit more Howard and Lane making 
quite a few purchases. Along about 3:30 w e  started back to Worm- 
houdt but Howard & I decided to s tay a while longer and risk the 
chance of going back on a truck or its letting up on the rain. We 
went into a store where I bought Hugo’s [blank]. Then we went 
to another store and spent more than an hour talking with two French 
girls who spoke quite good English. When we returned I had a dandy 
long letter from home [B] Me, Lane, Shaub & Osgatharp walk to  
Cassel. Rains all evening. Bot several Souvenirs. Get girls add. 

Monday, December 23. Shaub and I a re  on detail down here at the 
Y. They are  without any stationery so I have had to buy some. Very 
little to  do in the way of work. Set around and read and \\rite letters 
[B] I & Easterday go on wood Detail. Me & Merket sends our Boxes 
home. A rainy day. Letter from H. K. 

Tucsday, December 24. Xmas Eve. Wrote more letters. We 
presented the old folks with whom w c  are  billited some Xmas presents. 
. . . Heard the same Y entertainment of last Friday nite with a 
few flourishes. [B] I was on guard 11: P. M.-1:30 A. M. Begin 
snowing at 2: 1’. M. Ground not froze-goes off. Xmas Present for 
Old folks. 

Wednesday, December 25. Xmas Day. I am K. P. today. A big 
chi-ken feed is on. Have rec’d a Xmas card from the same Auxilliary 
that  gave us the 10 f. [B] Osgatharp & Shaub K. P. Rest of Spits 
squad Speal S. 

Thursday, December 26. Went on a truck to  Bernes to  get traveling 
rations. Several companies left this noon but were ordered back. 
[B] Head-Quarters Move out. Send Fannie Birthday card. The lady 
prepares my box then do not get it off. 

Friday, December 27. I slept till 11:45 I. e., I was lying on my 
blankets that  long. [B] 8 are  detailed on 2 Trucks 
af ter  wood. H. Q. move out then return. Sent 2nd Bx. Letter from 
H. G. C. 

Saturday, December 28. My Xmas box came today 0. K. I’m 
wearing a 6 months service stripe. Hiked to  Esquelbec [B] Rec’d 
Xmas Bx. Some are  wearing their Service 
Stripe. 

I’m 
in a estaminet where eggs and chips are served. Talked with Carl 
Block quite a while. [B] Spit’s squad on guard. My Shift from 
8:30 P. M.-11: P. M. Read & Write Some. 

It now is 3:30 in the morning and I am 
again guarding the Kitchen. I go off at 4’ oclock. I awoke Lane 

Sunday, December 22. 

A Chicken dinner. With lots of Extra  Notions. 

I’m feeling rotten. 

6 mos “Over Seas” today. 

Sunday, December 29. This makes 8 mo of uniform wearing. 

Merket on K. P. 
Monday, December 30. 
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Rec’d a letter from Katie and Vi:-gie. Before the day was over I wrote 
a couple of letters and looked over a little French. [B] Take a bath & 
wash Clothes. 5 persons dead now in this town with the 
“Flu.” Rainy. 

I heard the sad intelligence this morning 
that  there were five deaths from la grippe in this town. Yesterday 
morning while paring potatoes I made the remark that  the whole popu- 
lation must be dead on acct of so much tolling of the church bells. 
Hiked to  Herzelle in  forenoon. Talked with returned French prison- 
er. [B] Major Sonders has  me to look 
up Sergt. Branigan. Streets full 
of people. Tents a re  sit up  all over the Streets. Two more die in 
town with “Flu.” A rainy day. We haven’t had any snow yet. The 
ground has  never been froze up solid. It is warm and nice. But rains 
some very near every day. We hear now that  we embark 30th of 
January. I ts  now 8 o’clock time 
to close the joint. The room is full of American Soldiers. Reading 
writing & playing cards. So this is the way the Old year of 1918 goes 
out. This is wrote with Higgason’s Fountain Pen. So here’s hoping 
the new year may be brighter and happier than the old one. The old 
lady Treats the crowd with cakes. Rec’d very gladly. Good nite to all. 

I celebrated the New Year by writ- 
ing a few letters. Here in Wormhoudt today there is a beaucoup des 
malades there being seven deaths. The f i rs t  thing I did, tho, tha t  
I won’t forget soon was paying seven francs t o  get  my right shoe 
half soled and heeled and my left shoe heeled. [B] Lane & I walk to 
Herzeele in  the forenoon. They a r e  having a Catholic 
funeral. We go up in  the Belfery. We go to  the Movie Show at nite. 
They show Tom Sawyer & Huckleberry Finn. 

Lett:rs from Arkansas that  read mighty 
good to  me. [B] G. W. Crofts & I 
go to Esquelbecq 3 Kilos. Sergeant Graham falls in the tubs just as we 
were go to bed. 

Friday, January 3. Pay day, 141.70 Rate 5.45 Went to  Dunkirk 
af ter  gasoline. Bought 
some presents for  the folks at home. [B] Pay day Dec. pay. I drawed 
143 Fr.-90 centi. Spits Squad on guard. I was on from 1 : 3 0 4 :  A. M. 

I went on guard at 4 oclock this morning. 
It’s 5:45 now and I have awakened the cooks and I am now sitting at 
the foot of the stairs to  my billet reading letters Reading a bunch of 
Couriers and writing letters finished the day. [B] Peal Supds at the 
Kitchen. 

Sunday, January 5. A rainy day. I bought a “London Opinion” 
and “Chronicle” and read most everything in them. [B] Rainy day. 
I play cards & read all day at no. 66. 

I read an interesting Joan of Arc story in 
the Strand today. [B] G. W. Crofts & I take a walk. We ride a 
Tommy Truck to  Cassel The M. P.’s will not let us stay in town. 
We go over and climb to  the Top of the heighest mountain in this 
par t  of the country. We go 
to Steenwood which is out of Bounds for American Soldiers. Fmnch 

Peal Spuds. 

Tuesday, December 31. 

Over to  Wylder in afternoon. 
This is market day in Wormhoudt. 

Wrote to Eden King & Mary E. 0. 

Wednesday, January 1, 1919. 

About 6 Kilos. 

Thursday, January 2. 
J a i  ais un bon douche oe matin. 

Climbed to  the top of the big tower, 200 ft.  

Saturday, January 4. 

Husung & I take a little walk out of town. 

Monday, January 6. 

We start to  another town and get lost. 
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officer makes us leave town. We get back to  Wormhoudt just in time 
for  supper. 

Tuesday, January 7 .  Mailed home a pkg. today. Band concert 
(French) in evening and cacao Chaud. Reck went on a snipe hunt 
[B] French Band Plays in the Street at nite. I & Higgason go 

down. Slack & Tom Wooden take Rex out snip hunting. 
Wednesday, January 8. Beaucoup parle la madmamoiselle [ ?] 

Be[l]gique avec. I’m on guard out here. Hussung & Merkert a re  out 
here with me. [B] Spits Squad on guard. Carpenter Serves my term 
of K. P. I stand his guard from 6: P. M.-8:30 P. M. Teddy Roose- 
velt dies. 

Thursday, January 9. Hiked to Esquelbecq alone ce matin. Cet 
Apres midi I was out with Hussung and McCormack. I’m reading 
“Laddie.” [B] Peal spuds a t  the kitchen. Have a long talk with the 
Melle hanging out clothes. Take a bathe and let Hig. take my clothes 
to the washwoman. 

Friday, January 10. Another hike to  Esquelbecq Ce matin avec 
Shaub. I spent nearly all the rest of the day mailing home post cards. 
Shrill bird call [B] Get a Hair-Cut from the lady barber. Hai r  Cut & 
Shave for  50 centimes. Shave 20c-& Hair  cut 30 centimes. 

Saturday, January 11. Malade de estomac ce matin. Cinema 
“Curly” March, Bob Hart  Herschberger Abe Stearns June Beckley & 
Mose Lane “jugged in the brig” at Calais. Brot to Wormhout by 
M. P.s. [B] Crofts & I go to the Show in 
the afternoon & Evening also. The M. P.’s bring 6 of the 148 F. H. 
men from Calais and keep them in the brick.-Mose Lane Harry March, 
Jack Sterme, Bob Hart ,  June  Beckley & Hershberger. They leave on 
A. W. 0. L. while major Sanders is absent from the Company. 

Read some in Review of Reviews-Simonds’ 
article Une bonne cinema ce soir [B] Crofts, McPal & I attend the 
Catholic Church in the forenoon. 

Saw “true Blue” at the cinema. I liked i t  
“Bish” . . . got stewed. [B] Peace Conference begins to-day in 
Paris. Spit’s squad on guard-my shift from 4-6: A. M. I wake the 
Cooks. Go to  the Movie show in the evening. 

Tuesday, January 14. On guard from 1 : 3 0 4  this morning. In- 
dications point to the effect that  that  is the last time No 2 squad 
will guard the kitchen. I went on a hike in the afternoon. After 
supper I spent a pleasant hour and a half with some Belgian people. 
[B] Crofts, Easterday & I go down town in the afternoon. 

I was out hiking around and fell in with 
a French lad who could parle Anglais Had a pleasant time with him 
while he was at work. The latter part of hier was repeated. [B] Crofts, 
Lane & I walk out towards Bergnes. Lane & I meet on the  bridge at 
5:30 P. M. . . . 

Thursday, January 16. Loaded trucks preparatory to  leaving to- 
morrow Hier soir encore ein Dommerik ich bin. [B] . . . . In- 
stead of Roll Call a t  9:30 A. M. Bill has us to  make our Packs ready 
to move. We were to assemble at 1:  P. M. to  load the Trucks I have a 
date at 1: P. M. also. Spit lets me off. That nite-Ludwig-Lee 

Released by Capt Eyestone. 

Sunday, January 12. 

Monday, January 13. 

Wednesday, January 15. 
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Parish-Ralph Foster, June Beckley ex-Sergt. Ross all come out there 
and find me there. . . . 

Friday, January 17. A t  7:55 by the church clock we left Worm- 
houdt. We have just pulled outside of town a little ways and waiting 
for orders to  move. Cassel-St. Omer-Fauquemberges-Fouges-Hes- 
din. We thot we were 
going to  Abbeville. A sore bunch. [B] Leave Wormhaudt at  8: A. M. 
scheduled.for Abbeville but stop about 10 Kilos. before we get there. 
Stay in a barn in a little country town.-Nothing there. We traveled 
thru some level country during the day. 

Saturday, January 18. We left Canchy before sunride. Ere long 
we were passing thru Abbeville-Martianncville-Blanchy-Keufchatcl 
and arrived heie a t  Rouen about 4 P M Big 
bunch of stews. Two t n p s  to town. 
[B] Leave there at 7:30 A. M. A very thick fog around Abbeville as 
we passed thru. Cannot see but a little of the town. We pass thru 
?owe very hilly & Mountainous Country. We arrive in Rouen at 4: P. M. 
No one wants any supper. Spits squad on guard-I’m 
on from 11 P.M.-1:30 A. M. I meet the 
Englishmen. 

Sunday, January 19. I rolled out at 4 A. M. and helped build a f i re  
and called Otley and Callahan at 5. Pretty foggy when we left Rouen 
ce matin. Chateau Robert-Brionne-Bernay-Broglie We arrive at 
Gac& a little af ter  3 o’clock. We went outside of town and billeted in 
a modern barn. I went up avant soupe and bought some post cards and 
got shaved [B] Rouen is where Joan of Arc was burned at the 
Stake. Leave Rouen at 
8: A. M. Arrive in Gace at 3:30 P. M. All the Train is billeted in 
town but the 148 F. H. We go out to a wealthy farmers residents 
and sleep in the barn loft. 

Monday, Januaiy 20. We slept till nearly sept heure ce matin. 
Movent [?]-Sees. Came into AlenCon by 11 o’clock. Are billeted in 
a pretty good quarters. Rec’d mail. I’m writing now in the “Y” 
[B] Leave Gace at 7:30 A. M. Ex-Sergt. 
Lesslie go on a wood detail. We 
ar3 billeted in a large building up-Stairs on the floor. 

Tursday, January 21. Issued a sweater 
by Croix Rouge Americaine. Put  in my application to  be transferred. 
Right now I am in the Y reading room. [B] I & 5 
more go on another wood detail and get 2 truck loads at the same place. 
Get back just in time for dinner. Lane Shaub & I go to town in the 
aftcrnoon. 

Wednesday, January 22. I came down town about 10 o’clock and 
got a haircut and remained till af ter  3 oclock. Right now 6:15 Howard, 
Shaub and I a re  in the Jewish Welfare reading and writing room. 
[B] We turned in Our leather Jerkins today. We ge t  new gloves to- 
day. Shaub-OsgatharpRagel  & I come to town to-nite. I’m wiiting 
n w -  at the Jewish Welfare Board. Its a nice warm room f o r  reading 
and writing for  the American Soldiers. The room is now full of com- 
rades. 

Shaub and I spent most of the day down 

Pulled into this berg-Canchy-about 4 P. M. 

In a n  English rest camp. 
I stood guard from 6.00 to 9:30. 

All go to  town. 
About all the  Co. get full. 

Take a Car back to  Camp. 

We stay down on the River in English Tents. 

Arrive in Allencon at Noon. 
Don’t get back until af ter  supper. 

On wood detail ce matin. 

With Cyrus Ragle. 

Thuxday,  January 23. 
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town at the Jewish Welfare reading and writing room We visited also 
a very interesting museum. [B] Lieut. Ray takes the company out 
for  Short drill. Osgatharp Shaub Lane and I go to down [town] at nite. 
Shaub & I go thru the Mesuem at Alencon. 

Friday, January 24. Squad two on duty connected le cuisine avec. 
We had our pictures made and I had some made of myself. [B] Spit’s 
Squad on K P. peal spuds. Lane & I take a walk before noon, we see 
the big billy goat. Spit’s Squad have their pictures taken in tha 
afternoon. 

Saturday, January 25. On duty encore ce matin. Gen Pershing 
was slated to review the troops but failed to  come. [B] Spit’s squad 
dig a Trench for  the 122th Sanitary Tr. We put  3 stoves u p  below. I 
have my service stiipe and Division’s insigiia sewed on by the Madam. 

24 of 
us from F H 148 to run a sterilizer, delouserie Lane & I work to- 
gether [B] 24 men are  detailed from 148 F. H. to  run a delouser at 
Fresnay about 15 kilemeters from Alencon. We 
leave Alencon at 7 3 0  A. M. Eat a n  early breakfast. I t  is snowing a 
light snow on the ground. Began work 
about 10: A. M. We eat  with the Supply Tr. up in town at the church. 
(Rainy 

Monday, .January 27. They made one grand mess of things this 
morning in getting the men deloused. I came up town and bought me 
a n  English Sheffield knife with a chain. Wrote letters 
at the “Y” [B] A very beautiful moi-ning, but rains in the afternoon. 
Osgatharp, Shaub & I go to town a f t e r  supper. I get a Hair-Cut & 
Shave. We go to the Show at the Y. M. C. A. i t  is pas-bon. 

Tuesday, January 28. I came up here to  
the Y and wrote letters. In the afternoon we worked pretty steady. 
I’m up  here at the “Y” now. Gen. Pershing reviewed 37th division at 
AlenGon today. A ra ther  disagreeable day for  it. Some snow. [B] 37th 
Division pass in review before General, Perishing at  Alencon France. 
24 from the 148 F. H. a re  on detail work, running a Delouser at Fres- 
nay 15 kil, from Alencon. We don’t start the Delouser until noon. 
Shaub & I iun  around over town. Visit the monument yard, Sawmill & 
the Station. It snows in the forenoon and rains in the afternoon. 

Wcdnesday, January 29. Worked steady again today I amused 
myself by trying to read Le Petit Parisien by means of a dictionary. 
A little bit of snow ce matin. [B] Snows in  the forenoon. We run the 
delouser all day. Fresnay is located on the Sarthe river. The De- 
louser is located on the river on the North side of town. We eat with 
the Suppy T’r. at the Church up in town. 

I worked the 
steadiest today since I have been delousing. Hig and I a r e  up here 
at the Y. Gen. Jackson and Col Galbraith were looking over the plant 
today. [B] Snows in the forenoon. Don’t s ta r t  up until 10: A. M. No 
mcn here. 

I a m  on the 
second trick 3:30 to  11:30 [B] Snows sligktly. Begin running 3 eight 
hrs. shifts instead of 2 twelve hrs. We run the delouser all day. Write 
to  W. B. K.-M. E. 0.-Dad.-E. K. 

Sunday, January 26. We came to this town, Fresnay, today 

All go  in one Truck. 

We run a day & nite shift. 

I’rix 8 Pr 50 c. 

I didn’t work till noon. 

Thursday, January 30. A little more snow encore. 

Friday, January 31. We began using 3 shifts today. 



Indiana Magazine of History 

Saturday, February 1. I read and looked over the town a little 
bit this morning going out as f a r  as the salvage dump. Kept running 
steadily from 3:30 t o  11:30 [B] Shaub & I take a good boat ride up  
the river after work at 3:30 P. M. Land and climb to  the Top of a 
Rock Cliff. A t  the Y. M. C. A. in rhe evening. 

Sunday, February 2. Ground hog day. The sun has shone most 
of the day. I didn’t arise this morning for  breakfast. I was snoozing 
away till along about 10 oclock when Charlie Tracht called out “148, 
fall in! pay day” 141 f. 50 pour moi. [B] Groundhog-day. One year 
ago to tay  [day] I was examinated at Winslow Ind., We get  paid to-day. 
I draw 225 Fr. & 50 centimes. Got my $15.00 back pay for  May. They 
brought our money from Alencon to Fresnay. Shelton, Lane, Shaub 
and I promenade af ter  supper. Sun shines today. 

Monday, February 3. The weather is  disagreeable today. I have 
been up town here since 9 o’clock looking around. Got a shave and a 
tonique tha t  cost 2 francs. When I returned to  the delouser I learned 
of the untimely death of McCormack by drowning. He was in a f la t  
bottomed boat with March & Weimer when they were drawn into a 
kind of a whirllpool. He couldn’t swim a stroke. [B] Mack McCor- 
mick drowns in the Sarthe River at 1:30 P. M. at Fresnay. In the 
same boat at the same place in the River where Shaub & I were Sat., 
1st. Clawrence March and Weimer were with him. The f i rs t  man to 
die from the 148 F. H. He repairs the boatlock that  Shaub & I broke. 
Get a shave a t  the French Shop. 

Tuesday, February 4. I went over this morning and saw the 
scene of yesterday’s tradgedy. The tank was out of order f o r  a while 
ce matin Warmer than yesterday. 
No snow nor rain but cloudy. 

Weanesday, February 5. I came up to the Y ce matin apres break- 
fas t  and set  by the fire most of the time. I went out and bought six 
mouchoirs pour les fils de m a  soeur. Prix vingt cinq francs. [B] We 
run the Delouser. I t  rains abput all day. Lane & I get a candle and 
go thru, the old Chateau and all thru, the Summer Resort back of it. 
At  the T in the evening. 

Thursday, February 6 .  A force of men are dragging f o r  McCom- 
mack’s body today. 3:30 to  11:30 was the most disagreeable trick I 
have ever work. J t  rained. It was slushy. The men were ill-humoured. 
The basket would come off the track. Bundles would fall off inside. 
None of this had a tendency to  build up piety. That was while I was 
on duty tho. You should have seen me in the forenoon writing to  M. & 
Mde. Coquel. Pas bonne Francaise! [B] Run the  Delouser. Began 
raining in the afternoon. Get letters from E d  & M. E. 0. Virgil Gladish 
goes thru, the Delouser. I go to the Y. and write af ter  supper. A 
squad comes from the Co. and tries to find the body in the River, But 
they fail to  find it. General Jackson has  the men in the mess line to  
call “Attention.” 

I wrote a letter this morning to  Miss Walls. 
Within the last 3 months I have written her  more often than I did in 
the States. We had the moonlight to  work in. [B] Run the Delouser. 
Shaub and I go back over the cliffs. Lcoking towards the sun and the 
River running between us and it made a beautiful scene. The river is 

4 of us go to the Station. 

[B] We run the Delouser all day. 

Friday, February 7. 
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raising. Pret ty  cold. The nites a re  light. This old Chateau is  where 
Joan of Arc was held a prisoner by the English. 

Not many men came to  be deloused during 
my trick. [B] We run  the 
Delouser. The Coldest day we have had. 
The first day the sun has  shined. All day for  several wks., Shaub & I 
go thru, the old Chateau and cross the River bridge and go to  the 
out-skirts of town. It is 
very Cold & Clear-new moon. 

Sunday, February 9. There was quite a little bit of ice on the 
river ce matin. We put thru only a few men during my shift. [B] Lane 
& I take a hike over the country. Climb over rocks and hills. We meet 
the Petit Garcon in the lane. We get  back 
and there IS several men there waiting, but we do not start up until 
12-noon. 

Monday, February 10. I slept till nearly dix heure ce matin. Met 
Boy from Madison Illinois. We don’t run the delouser at night any 
more beginning with tonight. [B] Stop running the Delouser at nite. 
Our Shift works all day from 7:30 A. M. until 7:30 P. M. Not many 
there. Jus t  af ter  the town clock strikes 12: M.-N. I looked out from 
the window and see a fellow drunk falling around. Lane & I get up  
and go down and put him to bed on the 2nd floor. He is  gone the 
next morning. 

I 
heard a pretty good lecture at the Y in the evening. [B] Lane Shaub 
& I take a long hike, thru,  Souge and get  our  dinner at Douilet-le-Joly. 
We have Egg-Omlets and French fried spuas. We are  very tired by the 
time we get in. We start out about 9: A. M. and get in about 4: P. M. 
We go thru, the Water-mill in Fresnay, Its a very neat machine and does 
great  work. 

Wednesday, February 12. Lincoln’s Birthday I bought some 
postcards of the scene of McConnack’s drowning. We came back here 
to  Alencon in the afternoon In the meantime I have lost my over- 
coat and several other things. [B] We leave Fresnay and arrive back 
in Alencon just in time f o r  supper. 3 stays to  watch f o r  the body in 
the Sarthe River. Lynch isn’t there when we leave. All come back 
in one truck which is crowded very much. 

Thursday, February 13. I was down town most of the day. I 
bought a collar for  Willie Bob. In the meantime and all the time 
before going to  Fresnay I am billeted just  outside of Alencon in a little 
burg called Le Pont du Fresne in an excreamery building. [B] Our 
C. 0. gives us  a holiday. Lane Shaub and I s tay in town all day and 
till 10: P. M. We take in the Carnival, go to  the French Show at nite. 
We have Our pictures taken at nite. Higgason, Shelton and I ride 
out to the billets in a Truck. A military funeral prossession today, 
-4merican. 

Friday, February 14. St. Valentines Day. Lt. Stuckey hiked us 
a ways ce matin. But before all this 
Lt. Ray gave us  a good talk on how we should conduct ourselves at 
home-what they expected of us. Old coins Get my overcoat back 
[B] Stookey takes us  out for  a hike in  the  forenoon. Lieut. Ray gives 

Saturday, February 8. 
It gets pretty cold out there before 11:30 
It has been clear all day. 

Almost miss our supper. A t  the Y-at nite. 

He is scared and crying. 

Tuesday, February 11. I worked s l l  day today at the delouser. 

After dinner I was down town. 
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us a lectum. There’s a civilian funeral procession today. A rainy day 
they all have umbrellas. Shaub and I come to town. The Other fellow 
returns fioni Fresnay today. Lynch comes with them. 

Saturday, February 15. I read “The American’’ 811 morning. In 
the afternoon and evening I spent quite a while in a store where 
antiquities were bought and sold. I bought some old coins. So did 
Crofts and Ragle. [B] Do not drill any. We make our packs, but 
don’t move. Down at  the Carnival a f te r  supper. I talk to Barrett.  
Callahan, Snaub, Anthony and I go back t o  the  billets. I send my 
4th box home. 

Sunday, February 16. I went to a French Reformed Protestant 
Church this morning. They gave me a New Testament and some other 
reading matter. Came over here to Beaumont sur Sarthe in the after- 
noon. We have our hospital in the building that  is called Hotel du 
Baton d’Or. We a r e  billeted in a baim nearby. [B] Lane, Shaub & I come 
to Alencon in the forenoon. We leave Lane there to  get  the pictures 
and we go back. We leave 
Alencon at 2: P. M. Arrive at Beaumont at 3:45 P. M. Go off leave 
Lane, he gets another truck. Spits squad on guard. My shift f rom 

Monday, February 17. Shaub, Howard, Lane and I saw a little 
of the town ce matin In the afternoon Howard and I and a new 
fellow went over to Maresche. There is a n  agency for  the Osborne 
farming impliments here. [R] We stack up  Our F. H. Equip. in  the 
formoon. Osgatharp the new man & I take a hike to Maresche 3 Kil. 
in the  afternoon. We go thru, the Church also the cemetary. They bur ry  
their dead in a Vault, one over the other. I get  
3 letters. Write some at the Estamnent [estaminet] at nite. Shaub & I 
go to  the Dance. 

Tuesday, February 18. We are  eating in a kind of a stable-hog 
pcn or some kind of a domicile for  beasts. Howard, Shaub and I was 
over at the station and set by a fire made by P. G’s. Afterwards 
Shaub and I wt re  on a wood detail that  took us  beyond Ch, Orance. ’ 

[B] McPal brings Our pictures from Alencon. Lane, Shaub & I hike 
to Marescheau 5 kil, in the forenoon. Osgatharp, Shaub & I go  down 
to the Station in the afternoon. Some German prisoners have a fire. 
We go over and talk with thein until the Work t ra ins  goes out. We 
stay at the fire until i t  starts to  raining. 

Shaub 
and I hiked outside of town here a little ways and watched them break 
flax The 146 Inf. gave a pretty good show ce soir a les Halles. [B] Stay 
around the billet all day. It is raining. We go to  the Show at nite 
over the Market hall. Given by the 146 Infantry. Rain and mud is  all 
we’ve seen for  2 wks. raining now. The CO. takes a bathe in the 
forenoon. 

F H. 148 had a bath this morning. Je 
promonade en l’apremidi. [B] It is raining. Spits squad on guard, m y  
shift from 10: P. M.-12-0’c. Shaub and I take a walk in the 
evening. We go as far as the R. R. Crossing, then come back pass 
the dancing hall. Bronnenberg fails to  go on guard and does not wake 

A rainy day. I put the gloves on with Brockway. 

Get orders to pack up and move at once. 

9-11-P. M. NO K. P. 

Its a very rainy day. 

Wednesday, February 19. I sat by the stove all morning. 

Thursday, February 20. 
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the cooks. We have a late breakfast. Priemen-M. Clemneau-gets- 
shot. 

Friday, February 21. It’s between two & three qclock in the 
morning, I am sitting out here guarding the kitchen I have the lantern 
on my knee as I write. I rec’d three letters from Arkansas. Went 
to 135 Artillery show. [B] Raining, Lane Shaub & I take a hike down 
the track to  the Culbert over the Sarthe R. on the R. R. We amuse 
ourselves by setting rocks on the bridge wall and see who can knock 
the most off. The Co. gets mail also they issue candy. A can to each 
2 men. 

Saturday, February 22. Washingtons birthday Wrote letters in 
Hig’s ward most all day. Y entertainment pas bon. [B] We go to  the 
Show last nite. C.-oft, Lane, 
Shaub & I take a hike. We go out thru,  the grove to  a wealthy farmer’s 
place and get  in the barn out of the rain. Shaub & I take a hike af ter  
supper, then go up in the market hall but do not s tay for  the lecture. 
I get a Ehave. 504 

I went over to the station in the forenoon 
In the afternoon I was over to St. Marceau. [B] Lane, Shaub & I go 
to  Maresche, then across ta  the Railroad. We amuse ourselves by 
throwing Cans in the Sarthe R. and sinking them. In the afternoon 
Hershberger & I play catch, then Ar t  Emit t  and I take a hike down 
to the station and back into town on the dirt-road. We go to  the 
Divisional Show af ter  supper. It’s a par-bon. . . . Rainv-as usual. 

Monday, February 24. 4 letter f rom Joe, Minne & Tommy with 
a money order for  one dollar. A K of C man cashes it for  me and 
I buy John’s baby a hood. There is a rumor that  all the drafted men 
in F. H. 148 will be detached toute de suite. [B] Lane, Shaub & I play 
catch a while in the forenoon. Read the newspaper in the afternoon. 
After supper Lane & I go  over to the Market Hall, Chaplain Hughes 
gives a short lecture on the war  propositions. Spits Squads on guard 
at the kitchen I’m on from 12:-2: A. M. 

It’s a little a f te r  1 oclock in the morn and 
I’m guarding the kitchen again. We had a n  inspection today of our 
equipment. [B] We havs a n  inspectior. of Our Equipment. We pre- 
pare in the fore-noon but the Inspector does not come until in thp 
after-noon. Then Lane, Shaub & I take a hike around thru, Vivoin, I 
catch a truck and ride in, they come in later on foot. Raining as usual. 

Wednesday, February 26. Staid pretty close to the  billets today 
on account of inspection. We were standing in line and some of us 
had eaten our  f i rs t  course when i t  came off. Shaub left. Area in- 
spection) [ B] Prepare Our Equip. for  Inspection. Immediately af ter  
breakfast. The Area. Inspector drives up just  as we are  eating supper. 
All is 0 K. Shaub gets orders to  leave at once. Lane & I go to the 
Show over the Market Place given by the 105 Engineers. 

All men who are  going to be discharged 
at Cp. Taylor Kentucky were formed into a company today [B] We 
turn in all medical Equip. All the Co. except Camp Dick & Taylor 
Det, passes a physical exam. The Camp Taylor men form a new Co. 
with Major Huitt as C. 0. Osgatharp & I walk over to the Suspension 
bridge. w e  go to  the lecture at the Hall af ter  Supper. 

Given by the 135 F. A. was very good. 

Sunday, February 23. 

Tuesday, February 25. 

Thursday, February 27. 
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Friday, February 28. Inspeced f o r  Cooties and otherwise in- 
spected. Supposed to  be on guard. 
Pay  day 142.35. [B] New Co. assembles at 9: A. M. Lane and I 
go to  the Station. We turn in our Salvage. The new Co. has  a 
physical exam. at 1:30 P. M. Lane & I get  paid af ter  coming from 
the intertainment at 9: P. M. I draw 143 Fr. & 90$ 5.45 to the  dollar. 

Saturday, March 1. Cootie inspeced encore. Bought 90 f of 
souvenirs. t o  take home. Right now waiting to  start over to  station. 
Entrained 4:30 Parti 6. Manger a LeMans. [B] Coodie Inspection 
in the fore-noon. We assemble with packs at 2:30 P. M. Leave f o r  
the Station at 3:30 Hike about 4 Kilos. The Y. M. C. A. gives us 
refreshments at the Station before boardin the train at Beaumont. We 
board the train at 3: P. M. and pull out at 6: P. M. 56 men to the 
Bx. Car. 

Sunday, March 2. When I awoke ce matin we were at Rennes. 
Traveling 52 men in a car is  not as convenient as riding the cushions. 
Past thru some interesting scenery After a little better than 24 hrs. 
journey we have arrived at Brest and have eaten a substantial supper. 
I sure was some tired when I finally got to  a wet and damp tent. Six 
of us  in  one tent. [B] Arrive in Brest at 7:30 P. M. We Eat Supper 
at the Debarkation Camp mess hall, about 9: P. M. We hike about 3% 
mi, out to Camp arrive at 1: A. M. We get  Tents, 6 men to each one. 
Callahan and I bunk together. 

I caypeed all day today. [B] We have Coodie 
and Equip. Insp. and put up our little Stoves in  the Tent, then go  get  
wood. Raining study all time and lots of mud. 

Inspected for  cooties and otherwise inspected 
ce matin. Right now about 8 oclock I am on a detail working in  a 
ware room. [B] The whole Sani tary Tr. had 
Coodie Inspection in the forenoon. We turn  in Bully Beef and Hard 
Tack. 500 from the Tr. on Detail all nite. I work in the Kitchen. 
Lane & some others carries wood at the same place. 

Wednesday, March 5. Right now i t  is  in the wee hours of the 
morning. We haven’t done much so fa r .  Handled 9 loads of sugar  
[not clear] We hiked back by about: 2:30 this morning I slept till nearly 
noon [B] Return from detail at 8:30 A. M. 
Sleep till noon. I go to the K of C af te r  supper, They are crow[d]ed 
everywhere. Wilson leaves N. Y. for  Brest on the Ship Geo. Wash- 
ington. Accompanied by the Montana and 3 other Ships. 

On detail all day but  did very little actual 
work. [B] Our Co. is on Detail. I go out but  get sick and report 
back t o  Camp. I s tay in bed all day. Mail Comes in. I get  4 letters, 
from-E. H.-H. K.-F. H. & M. E. 0. 

We rolled out ra ther  early ce matin and now 
we have arrived in a truck along the wharf and waiting for  orders. 
Unloaded a barge o r  lighter McCormack says all day Mauvaise 
temps. [B] I s tay in  all day and go on K. P. at nite. H. Goad & 
I Clean and Shine the Stove. We get done about 1: A. M. and take 
a French leave for  our  Tent. 

Saturday, March 8. Its af ter  8 oclock ce matin and we have 
had one inspection. I n  the  afternoon we had our  final area inspection 

I was out in the kitchen 6 to  8. 

Raining as we hike out to  Camp. 
Monday, March 3. 

Tuesday, March 4. 

We arp here for  7 hrs. 

A bath in the afternoon. 

Thursday, March 6. 

Friday, March 7 .  
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[B] Inspection of Equip. at Our Tents in the forenoon. In the after- 
noon we make packs and go to the large Hall and have our finial 
Equip. Inspection. We lay everything out. After supper we turn 
in our Extra pair of hob-nails. I send 1,000 Fr. by Capt. Stewart 
to be change to U. S. Money. 

Sunday, March 9. On a wood detail ce matin Handled beau- 
coup des pain le premier chose cet apres midi. A bath and change of 
underwear & socks [B] On Detail doing Carpenter work. We go 
down at 8:30 P. M. and get an  oil bathe and Clean under-wear. Capt, 
Stewart returns our money, not till the 10th Mon. 

Monday, March 10. Encore inspection ce matin We are  getting 
ready to leave Camp Pontanezen toute de Suite. But we didn’t get 
very far. We merely hiked over here to some barracks. [B] We 
make packs immediately after breakfast. We have Coodie Inspection 
and move to the framed barracks before noon. After noon we ge t  
blankets and bed socks issued to us. 

Tuesday, March 11. On a kind of a carpenter detail today. I 
salvaged a good fitting pair of shoes and some leather gloves [B] 
Co. on Detail taking up and laying new duck boards in the mud. It 
is a very uncomfortable job. 

Wednesday, March 12. I gold bricked all morning. But I’ll tell 
the world that the detail I was on in the afternoon was no gold 
bricker’s detail. We carried tent floors. [B] Co. on Detail after 
running all over the Camp we find Our job carrying sections of floors 
for Tents. A Capt, balls Our Sergt. out for resting on this end of 
the job. 

Carried 2 x 4’s ce matin. Ditched and burnt 
shaved [ ? ]  cork cet apres midi. Met Elmer Rhodes after supper. I 
hadn’t seen him for 13 yrs. [B] My Birthday, 25 yrs. old. Raining 
all day. Our Co. on detail digging ditches around barracks. Wilson 
arrives in Brest a t  midnight. 

Friday, March 14. Moved to a barracks jn Section 9 ce matin. 
Afterwards I was a guard a t  the exit of the “Y” canteen We are to  
partee demain We Clean around 
barracks in the afternoon. In the forenoon we moved to other bar- 
racks to stay one nite. Turn in and get different blankets again. 
Take a bathe a t  8:30 P. M. 

Saturday, March 15. Had a pack inspection first thing Delouser 
burnt jus: after we came away After dinner we hiked to the docks. 
Red X treat. Nenette 3:30. 4:OO Montana. Left Brest at 6 oclock 
Seasick. Have dinner at 
11:30 A.M. Leave Camp 12:30, Arrive at docks at 1:30 P.M. We 
board a small ship out to the Montana at 4:  P. M. She starts to 
pull out a t  6:  P. M. I get good and Sea sick immediately after Supper. 
The Delouser & Laundry buildings burn up just before noon. 

Sunday, March 16. Beaucoup de ma1 de mer [R] They have 
Chicken for dinner on the boat. Stay 
down in the Deck on my bunk about all day. 

Monday, March 17. St. Patricks Day. J’ai le meme chose au- 
jourd’hui [B] Still Sick. It is Cloudy and windy. I was out on Deck 

Thursday, March 13. 

[B] Last day to Spend in France. 

Last one in France. 

[B] Make packs and police up before-noon. 

I’m too sick to Ea t  any at all. 
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part  of the day. The 2 best days speed was 376 mi, in 24 hrs. from 
noon one day until noon the next. 

Tuesday, March 18. I a te  a little bit today [R] Still sick at  my 
bunk the most of the day. I t s  a fine day. 

IVednesday, March 19. \Ve sure a re  sailing pretty these days. 
Read some today and wrote some letters P u t  in a radio message 
ce soir 11 words $1.70. Movies, “Tres Arms and a Girl” [?I  Rand 
concert. 

Thursday, March 20. Stood two hours this morning waiting for  
a haircut. Division entertainment ce soir. I had a box seat but  
I had to stand on i t  3 of us. [R] Don’t feel as well today. On my 
bunk about all day. 

Friday, March 21. Field day-so-called-We scrubbed everything 
Movies & band concert cesoir [B] Mary’s school is out today accord- 
ing to previous dates. The weather is fine I s tay on Deck the most 
of the day. We see several fish ,jump in the water ,just about Sun 
down. 

Saturday, March 22. A rough sea all day tha t  continued a s  
long as I lay awake We had to 
stand u p  there on the upper deck (super structer) while i t  fairly 
poured the rain t i l l  the  M. P. permitted us to go down Past a sailing 
vessel Rand concert. [R]  The Sea is very rough, the worst day we 
had. A windy day. We have 2 Coodie Inspections on the boat. 

Sunday, March 23. The day was pretty and clear this morning 
but i t  surely is mauvaise temps now. [B] We have Service on Deck. 
The Rand plays & we sing. The Chaplain gives us  a short talk. The 
morning is bright and Calm but we hit a heavy fog about noon. The 
Capt, blows the Ship whistle every Min, or too. 

Monday, March 24. I arose by 6 oclock ce matin. I t  surely 
was windy and cold on the upper deck trying to ea t  breakfast, I 
made my roll and shaved before breakfast Pret ty  soon we were 
seeing signs of God’s country. I saw the Statue of Liberty before 11. 
\!’elcome, Camp Mills. [R] Sight f i rs t  land about 8:  A. M. A clear 
and beautiful day. We anchor at the head of Channel for  1% hrs. 
\f‘e are  having mess while passing the Statute Of Liberty at 12: noon. 
\Ve dock at 12:30 P. M. We unboard the Montana 2:30. Take the 
General Weston down the Hudson R. to Lg. Is. Take a Tr .  to Camp 
Mills. Go to the Delouser at Mid-night. 

Tuesday, March 25. Today has been the most wonderful 24 hrs. 
I nearly ever spent. Reginning with just  midnite I had a bath and 
was deloused. Then slept till 7 oclock Read and wrote some letters 
before noon. Borrowed $10 of Howard. Got a pass to New York. 
Came into the city and while viewing the sights on 5th Avenue was 
taken into Mr. and Mrs. Pra t t s  car and shown a great  deal more of 
it besides Central park Riverside and Columbia Univ. Their chauf- 
fe r  took mo to dinner and to ihe Vanderbilt theatre then afterwards 
showed ine Eome more of the town. [R] Sister May’s birthday. Lane 
& I go to the Camp Exchange and get beaucoup Eats .  The weather 
is fine. the first morning is Clear and bright. Several go to  the 
City. Mail from home wrote 
22nd Sat. 

Lane’s birthday 26 yrs. old. 

[R] I feel some better was out on neck about all day. 

At  noon we surely got one wetting. 

The 27th Div, parades in the city today. 
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Wednesday, March 26. Its about 6 o’clock and I am up and 
drest af ter  having slept since a little af ter  midnite at  the Plat t  
apartments. Had a fine breakfast and then came back here to Cp 
Mills. I rec’d some mail, the f i rs t  direct letter from home in a long 
time. [B] More goes into the city today. I go to the movie show 
a t  the “T”. Address for  a History of the 37th Div. “Billets and 
Bullets,” Camp Sherman Chillicothe 0. Price $1.10 

Reading the newspapers and writing letters 
took up most of the day. Along about 8 oclock the company went 
dowli to a laundry and prest our uniforms I came back by 9:45 p m 
and I am now on guard at the latrine [B] We go at 8:30 P.M. 
and press our Clothes a t  the Camp Laundry. Lane, Higgason. Crofts 
& I stop at the dance in the Recreation Hall, jus t  pouring the rain, A 
very large crowd was there. We get back to Quarters about 12:30 
A. M. I send a package home. 

Friday, March 28. I t  is now nearly 3 oclock in the morning. 
Murphy & I went down and had some eggs at the kitchen. It has  
been raining nearly all night and the wind is strong. Comme 
Ca! By 6 o’clock it began to  snow. The wind began to  blow. By 
noon and af ter  i t  was a young blizzard. The company was at the 
Liberty Theatre. I t s  getting along toward 9 o’clock and the blizzard 
has not yet abated. [B] Snowing and blowing terrible all day The 
Co. is on Detail but its to bad and we come back and do not work a n y  
all day. Pret ty  serious storm in N. Y. city. 5 persons a r e  killed, 
Ships a re  broke loose from the docks causing much distress. 

Pret ty  cold again today. Sa t  around at “Y” 
most of the time, Saw a rather  bum movie in the evening. [R] We 
are  confined to quarters, ercept to the “Y” by permission. Lane, 
Shaub, Crofts and I go over the “Y” and spend the afternoon. We 
go to  the “movie” a t  the “Y” af ter  supper. They showed “Marguer- 
iete Clark” Shaub goes to  the Station ready to go to  Camp Dicks 
in the morning. 

Howard, Lane and I went to New York City 
today. We were out to the Bronx Park. Very interesting for  all 
of us. [B] Clocks a r e  run up 1 hr. today to  conserve a n  hrs, day- 
light. We go out to  the “Bronx” 
Zoological & Botanical gardens. Get back to Camp at 11:30 P. M. 
Board the Train a t  the Penn. station get of at Garden city-Camp Mills. 

I’ve done nothing all day but sit around and 
read a little bit. [B] Liberty Theatre is 
on 3rd Ave. I go to the Y. M. C. A. in the forenoon. A detail 
is out, from our Co. Go to  the “Movie” at the “Y” af te r  supper. 
“Mary Pickford” 5 reel feature. Was here nite before last they showed 
“Marguriete Clark.” 

Tuesday, April 1. To-day was spent mostly in the barracks. I 
went over and wrote three letters at the Y and also s a t  in a K. of 
C. building apd read the Evening Telegram quite a while. [B] We 
got orders not to  leave the barrircks without permission. Expecting 
orders to move. We have Coodie inspection. Play a little poker 
at  nite before going to  bed. April fools day. 

Wednesday, April 2. I mailed home a package of stuff I had 

Thursday, March 27. 

Postage 38$ 

Pas  bon. 

Saturday, March 29. 

Sunday, March 30. 

Osgatharp, Lane & I go to the city. 

Monday, March 31. 
I hear  we move Wednesday. 



304 Indiana Magazine of His tory  

carried over from the other side. Supper at 4 oclock. 
Left the barracks at 5 oclock Loaded on the Pullmans at 6:2S at 
Clinton Road Garden city L. I. [B] We leave Camp at 5: P. M. 
Board the Train at  7 :  P. M. cross the Brooklyn Suspension bridge 
just  af ter  dark. Garden City is the nearest station on Long Island 
for  us to get on or  off the Train going to  o r  from the City. 

When I awoke this morning we were in  Syra- 
cuse N. Y. We were given a good feed by the Red Cross ladies at 
Rochester N. Y. This was repeated at Buffalo N. Y. We stopt off 
f o r  a little while at Erie Pennsylvania. Our best feed was a t  Cleave- 
land Ohio. At 8:10 P. M. 1 was walking through the Union Station 
Toledo, Ohio. . . . and I saw some of the city but  I couldnt go his 
pace. I was in my bunk by 11 o’clock. [B] The Red Cross feeds us 
at  Rochester N. Y. about 9 :  A. M. and at Buffalo N. Y. about noon. 
All the Engines in the yards at Buffalo send out long blasts as we 
pass thru. The Red + feeds us again at  Erie  Pa. Also at 105th 
St. Cleveland Ohio. A large crowd meets us at the station at  Toledo. 
The Coaches sets on the siding until we leave town. 

Friday, April 4. . . . came dragging in drunk about 8 o’clock. 
Breakfast at the Union Station given by Toledo Chamber of Commerce 
and the Red Cross. Parade 
lasted till 10:45. Doughnuts & coffee at Salvation Army and dinner 
with Masons. In  the “Y“ now 3:30. I have written two letters and 
had a shower bath. Hiked quite a bit round over the city. Went 
to the office of the Toledo Blade and had some copies sent t o  some 
addresses I left there. I was back to  the Union Depot by 7:30. . . . 
had the bed so occupied that  I asked Searight to sleep with him. [B] 
About ‘/3 of the 112th Sanitary Tr.-l85th F. A. and the Signal Batt. 
gives a Parade in Toledo 0. G. W. Crofts & I spend the After-noon 
and evening together in Toledo 0. We go to one Show “Border 
Raiders.” Easterday & I get a ride from the Y. M. C. A. where we 
finished the parade to the Union Station. We leave our Packs at 
the Train. Leave Toledo about 11: P. M. 

Saturday, April 5. I don’t know when we left Toledo for  about 
all I did was to  sleep altho Searight and I didn’t exactly f i t  the  
upper berth. Some time this morning, some say between 6 I% 7 
oclock, we put thru Columbus. We came on down here to Chillicothe 
and detrained at  Camp Sherman. Had our usual inspection and by 
11 oclock we were in barracks I ts  now afternoon and we have had 
a fairly good meal. [B] We arrive in Chillicothe at 8:30 A. M We 
go r ight  out into the Camp on the Train. As soon as we get  off, 
the f i rs t  thing is an Inspection before ‘we ever get  located. The 
weather is fine, pretty warm. Me don’t have any  breakfast and get 
dinner in Camp at 12 noon. Lane & I go to the Colored Ball game. 
After  supper Crofts and I walk over the Camp. 

Sunday, April 6. Two years of war  for  U. S. I staid in jus t  
about as close today a s  I did two years ago today q t  Ft. William 
Henry Harrison, Montana. Check roll for  physical disability, pay 
books examined, turned in medical belt with ration bag, shelter half, 
rain coat and one 0. D. shirt.  Very poor food Nigger cook. [B] I’m 
cn K. P. colored Cooks. We have inspection about 8: P. M. of Equip- 

Made my roll. 

Thursday, April 3. 

Ready to begin hike in parade by 9:30.  
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ment. Then turn in Rain-Coat-Medical Belt, and ration bag, canteen, 
hatchet, and Shelter half. Several visitors in Camp. This is Edward’s 
birthday and 2 yrs. since the U. S. declared war. A t  the Y. M. C. A. 
Today has  been warm and fine. 

Monday, April 7. Final physical exam. this morning. I had 
to caypee along with 6 others for  about 4 hrs. Our destinations home, 
addresses and religious affiliations were ascertained this afternoon. 
Hard up for  money. Pawned my German 5 mark piece to  Ragle 
f o r  1 dollar. [B] We have our physical exam. Sign up  several 
paper. I write to  Aunt Laura Stewart yesterday. I play a little 
Poker. Fill out blanks for  our tickets. Take a bathe. 

Tuesday, April 8. Papers connected with our  insurance were 
endorsed or something of the kind done to  them today. Also data  
concerning our  births and induction into the army held our attention 
tonight. Besides all this they did something more with our insur- 
ance. Then we signed the payroll and discharge papers. They had 
to  rewrite mine. [B] We Sign up  more papers. Get a n  ans. from 
Aunt Laura. 

This makes eleven months and eleven days 
f o r  me in the service. We were returned our raincoats (Slickers) 
today. Washed some of my clothes 
today. Officers were in the mess hall at supper investigating our  
eats. Picture taken with F. H. 148. I wired to  Shirley for  $30. 
The coloured troops had a feed tonight. Writing 
this in N o  1. Exchange Club Room. [R] Lay around barracks all 
day. After  supper Lane & I go up  towards town. 
Lane buys a suit case. I go to the place I roomed while working 
here. 

Thursday, April 10. Requisitioned for  and rec’d blouse and 
trousers today. The blouse is a misfit. filled out a statement 
concerning our service. Such as date of entering the service, be- 
coming a member of the 37 div: date of sailing over & back with 
the names of boats transporting us, nationality of parents and our  
religious and political views. Sa[w] a good movie of 37 div activities 
in France and Belgium. [B] Raining today. I wash some Clothes. 
10 men from the Co. a re  detailed to wash canteen covers. I miss it. 
Lane & I go up  in town. It just  pours the 
rains as we come bark to camp. We ride par t  of the way back in a 
bus but get wet. 

Lecture & music at “Y”. 
Employment cards. Recd $30.00 from Shirley 0. K. Went to  Chillicothe 
and had my blouqe tha t  I rec’d in exchange for  the one I got yester- 
day, altered. Bought some shoes, service stripes, insignia and had 
them sewed on. [B] We go to  the Y. in the afternoon and get 
information Concerning leaving & Insurance and employment. The 
Band Play”. We get our Discharge stripes a f te r  supper and sew 
them on. Later in the evening Lane & I walk over Camp some then 
go to the Community house where a Big Dance is on. 

Saturday, April 12. Arose at 5 oclock this morning. Turned 
in blankets and mess kits. All ready 
to receive discharge and money so I can parti. Paid and discharged 

I write to Dewey G. 
Wednesday, April 9. 

We turned in our pay books also. 

I took a hand out. 

Play a little ball. 

The house is all lit  up but no one at  home. Take a bathe. 

I play 3 games of pool. 

Friday, April 11. 32 years old today. 

Cleaned out stove in Barracks. 
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at 11:30. Went to Chillicothe and had a bite to eat and visited t h e  
barber. This cost me $1.10 Left on R & 0 for  Cincy. Have arrived 
and are on another R. & 0. bound for  Louisville about 6 o’clock. 
Detrained at New Albany. Southern home. [B] We get Our Discharge at 
11: A. M. Leave Chillicothe at 2:30 P. M. Arrive in Cincinatti at 
5:30 P. M. Leave Cincy at 9 :  P. M. Arrive at Washington 2:30 
A. M. We go to  a Restaurant and s tay until 6: A. M. when we leave 
for  Hosmer. 

The Southern wouldn’t stop for  me at Winslow 
so I went on to Oakland City and stayed at New Cherry Hotel. Arose 
at 7 o’clock and took the “Plug” for  Winslow. Went over to  Shirley’s 
and had breakfast. Cliff was in town. A t  home by noon. Mother 
at Condiffs. Sent for  her. C. E. in the evening. [B] Arrive in 
Hosmer at 7:30 A.M. Several a re  at our  house in the after-noon. 
Uncle Dick takes me up  to Aunt Al’s in the car. I go to Hosmer 
to Easter practice. Florence is down here. She stays at Aunt Al’s. 

Monday, April 14. Looked over the place a bit. Up to  Geo. 
Garlands in afternoon. Talked with Aunt Charlotte a while in 
evening. Get instructions from Ben as to how to take the enumeration 
of the township. [B] I go up  home with Florence in the forenoon s tay 
all nite and all day the next day. We 
go to Hosmer and s tay all nite with Mose. 

Buy a pair of Shoes in Chillicothe f o r  $7.50. 
Sunday, April 13. 

J. W. H. comes home with me. 




