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The Frontier State, 1803-1825. By William T. Utter. Vol-
ume III of The History of the State of Ohio, 6 vols.
Edited by Carl Wittke. (Ohio State Archaeological and
Historical Society, Columbus, 1942. Pp. xiv, 452. Maps
and illustrations.)

The second volume of Ohio’s new codperative history
fits very nicely into the gap between the first and third vol-
umes which have already appeared. It begins with the fram-
ing of the first Ohio constitution with which the first volume
closed. The author had written a thesis and three or more
articles in the field covered by this volume. The account
of the political history from 1803 to 1812, treated in the first
two chapters, is not an inspired narrative, but smacks of a
twice told tale. Omne misses a reference to the biographical
studies of Nathaniel Massie and of Thomas Worthington in
the footnotes of these chapters. A somewhat more dramatic
account is given of Ohio’s part in the Burr conspiracy. A
rather long chapter is devoted to the War of 1812 as it was
related to Ohio, but it can scarcely be said to make any sig-
nificant new contribution to the subject. The biographical
references in respect to William H. Harrison are drawn from
the work of Freeman Cleves, not that by Dorothy B. Goebel.
A peculiar error was made in citing Logan Esarey’s Harri-
son’s Messages and Letters (p. 92). The absence of refer-
ences to the Duncan McArthur manuscripts is also puzzling
at this point.

In the fifth chapter, entitled “Acquiring a Farm,” the
author seems to have become more enthusiastic, describing
the origins of the settlers, the manner of acquiring their
lands, and the influence of speculation. The chapter on “The
Farm in Production” indicates a good understanding of the
problems of the pioneer farmer and his resources and their
gradual improvement. A good account of the importance
of waterways and of the life and business along them is
found in the seventh chapter, which also deals at length with
the coming of the steamboat. The next chapter describes
the rise of certain settled districts in the state and the devel-
opment of roads of various kinds with various types of trans-
portation services that connected these sections. An excellent
picture of the industries that developed almost on the frontier
is found in the ninth chapter. The importance of lumber,



Book Reviews 215

potash, tan-bark, flour, whiskey, wool, salt, iron, and pottery
was explained and the substitutions of factories for household
industries described. The financial history of the state which
was quite important is related in chapter ten and its political
repercussions are described in the following chapter.

Three very interesting chapters bring the volume to a
close. They concern “Sickness and Doctors,” “The Struggle
with Human Depravity,” and ““A Maturing Society.” The
second of these is marked by a well-balanced understanding
that is critical but that avoids the extreme scepticism that
marks many twentieth-century descriptions of religion on
the frontier. The final chapter contains a picture of a devel-
oping urban society against an agricultural background in
which frontier conditions were beginning to disappear.

Excellent illustrations are liberally spaced throughout
the work, an excellent index is found at the close, and the
general format of the book is as good as the illustrations and
index. Like the other volumes of the set it lacks a bibliog-
raphy. Although it is not marked by the brilliance of the
first volume of the Centennial History of Illinois, this volume
like its companions is a substantial and creditable narrative
of Ohio’s history.
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