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WILLIAM 0. LYNCH 
The year of our Lord nineteen hundred fifteen does not 

seem so fa r  back in the past as annual cycles are counted, 
but, measured in events, the period has been a long one. 
The World War started in 1914. Coming events are said to 
cast their shadows before, but, to most Americans, the 
great conflict that was on a quarter century ago came with 
alarming and unexpected suddenness. During the decade 
preceding the opening of that first titanic world struggle 
of the twentieth century, our country had been passing 
through a period of unrest. A large part of the American 
people had become convinced that the economic system had 
reached a stage where it was marked by many and great 
injustices. There was also a decided ferment in regard to 
political inefficiency and corruption. Especially, was the 
belief widespread that there was a sort  of unholy alliance be- 
tween big business and politics. 

William Jennings Bryan was still a crusading reformer, 
and Senator Robert Marion La Follette of Wisconsin was at 
the climax of his career. Theodore Roosevelt, on the basis 
of his reputation as a zealous progressive, overwhelmed his 
opponent, a conservative Democrat, in the election of 1904, 
named his successor in 1908, and led away half of the Re- 
publican Party in 1912. Woodrow Wilson, erstwhile college 
professor and President of Princeton University, attracted 
nation-wide attention as Governor of New Jersey, and, be- 
coming President in 1913, he effectively led his party in 
Congress in a program of constructive legislation. A score 
of other leaders of strongly progressive tendencies could 
be named. 

In this period marked by reforming zeal, Indiana shared 
in the general unrest, but Hoosier progressiveism was not 
particularly militant or outstanding. Most of the Republican 
leaders of the time, who attained prominence within or with- 
out the state, were conservative--J. Frank Hanley, James A. 
Hemenway, Charles W. Fairbanks, Winfield T. Durbin, James 
E. Watson, James P. Goodrich. The Democratic leaders of 
the time were progressive only by comparison-John W. 
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Kern, Thomas R. Marshall, Benjamin F. Shivley, Samuel M. 
Ralston. It is true that some of the listed Republican leaders 
sometimes agreed with Theodore Roosevelt when he was 
President, and, that the Democrats mentioned, while slow to 
lead, on their own initiative, anyone very fa r  from the 
straight and narrow path of orthodox economic and political 
doctrines, were pretty certain to follow where President Wil- 
son led. In marked contrast to the party and industrial lead- 
ers who were so clearly characterized by conservative ten- 
dencies was Albert J. Beveridge. First elected to the Senate 
by the Indiana Legislature in 1899, he was r&lected in 1905. 
In 1909, he threw in his lot with the small group of Re- 
publican Senators who repudiated the Payne-Aldrich Tariff 
measure. As a result of the election in 1910, the Senator was 
defeated in the Legislature by John W. Kern. In 1912, Mr. 
Beveridge championed the cause of Theodore Roosevelt, 
running for Governor of Indiana on the ticket of the Pro- 
gressive Party. Two years later, he was named as a candi- 
date for Senator by the same party. The Progressive Party 
in Indiana was strong enough to leave the state in the hands 
of the Democrats for a period, but not strong enough to place 
Mr. Beveridge in any office. It should also be noted, that, 
after the disappearance of the Progressive Party, the citi- 
zens of Indiana did not return this outstanding progressive 
leader to the Senate of the United States nor otherwise ele- 
vate him to a position of leadership. Fortunately, he devoted 
his time to historical writing, and Claude G. Bowers later 
gave him recognition by making him a central figure in his 
Progressive Era. 

In population, Indiana’s growth was slower as the state 
matured. Fifty years ago, the number of inhabitants was 
2,192,404. Twenty-five years later, the figure stood some- 
where between 2,700,876 and 2,930,390, the totals for 1910 
and 1920, respectively. Many counties showed very little in- 
crease, while several showed slight decreases. The economic 
and social problems of Indiana had not been greatly ag- 
gravated by urban expansion or by any large influx of for- 
eigners before 1815, nor have they been since. In fact, the 
number of foreign born persons in the state was only 150,868 
in 1920. Lake County reported 46,046, Marion County 18,185, 
and St. Joseph County 17,174 in that year. No other coun- 
ties ran as high as 8,000, though there were three counties 
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in each of which the foreign born element numbered between 
6,000 and 8,000. When enumerating the reasons for poor 
government or graft in the cities of the state, people often 
placed much of the blame on foreigners with no very good 
basis for their contentions. With no strong tendency towards 
urbanization, Indiana remained essentially conservative. 

The fact that most Hoosier cities grew slowly, caused n 
considerable proportion of the young people of the state to 
migrate to newer states, or to older states with rapidly 
growing cities. This meant a loss to the commonwealth, since 
many of those leaving Indiana were persons of aggressive 
spirit and ability. Besides, most of them left in early matur- 
ity, after having received their training and before ther 
was a chance to return much to the commonwealth that 
had fostered them throughout childhood and youth. The flow 
away from Jnd'iana still continues, as it does from other states 
that have not become more and more highly industrialized. 
That ideal condition which people sometimes dream about, 
where .society shall become stabilized with a nice balance 
between agriculture, business and industry is difficult of at- 
tainment. Unless the average number of children born and 
reared to maturity is about two per family, there is little 
chance for any community or area to maintain itself primarily 
under an agricultural economy without constantly losing a 
part of the younger element year by year. This is what has 
happened for two or more generations in every county in 
Indiana whose population has remained practically stationary 
decade after decade. 

Between 1890 and 1915, one may say that Indiana came 
of age, The pioneer period lingered on till about 1890 in 
much of the state, but pioneer life and manners had disap- 
peared before 1916. Already, everything was becoming stream- 
lined. The automobile and moving pictures had come into 
their own and the age of the radio and the airpIane was just 
ahead. The wants of most families had already multiplied 
and restless activity was taking the place of the slower, calm- 
er  way of life pursued by earlier generations of Hoosiers. 

The panic of 1893 and the several years of depression that 
followed produced a period of low prices long to be remem- 
bered. Those who are always sure that they would buy 
readily and extensively were prices verx low are greatly in 
error. It does not work out that way. On the other hand, 
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rising prices, instead of discouraging buying, greatly aug- 
ment it. The upswing of prices between 1900 and 1915 was 
accompanied by a vastly increased business over that  which 
prevailed in the dull and sluggish ’nineties. It is true, of 
course, that those who lamented the high cost of living of 
those pre-war years were to learn that they had passed 
through tame experiences compared to what the hectic years 
of the World War and after were to bring. 

With some alleviation of the wrongs and injustices that 
had come with the expansion of business and industry, the 
American people could feel, in 1915, that the world had en- 
tered a new age. I suppose that Hoosiers were about as hope- 
ful and happy in that year as they had ever been. With 
more and more modernized homes, an ever-expanding and 
more expensive educational system, easier access to literature 
and books, better roads and transportation, why should not 
blessings continue to shower upon them? Were the currents 
running true in 1915? Was there a real justification for the 
happiness and hopes of that year, now one-fourth of a cen- 
tury behind us? Was i t  the World War which began in 1914 
and ended in 1918 that deflected the currents, brought the 
delusions of the gilded age that followed, the business dis- 
aster that came in its wake, and the new world conflict of 
today? If so, when shall the true path of progress be dis- 
covered again? One thing is certain-mankind cannot dis- 
cover or re-discover that path too soon. 
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