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Hugh McCulloch Moves West*

By RAYMOND J. REECE

What then shall I speak of? The West? Aye, the West—the grow-
ing, prosperous West—the land of broad rivers and rich prairies; and,
as some say, of knaves and pickpockets—of visionaries dreaming of
eminence and fortune, and bankrupts who have removed thither, to get
rid of the impolite calls of their creditors.

Between you and me, my friend, I have almost concluded to make
this same west the place of my future abode. You know also that it is
not a characteristic of mine to be visionary. I have weighed the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of a removal in opposite and equally poised
scales. I have considered the matter dispassionately, deliberately, seri-
ously, and have come to the conclusion that it will be decidedly for my
interest to bid adieu to New England, and to the mournful ditty of “over
the hills and far away,” set my face toward the setting sun. The prospects
of Lawyers in New England are by no means cheering enough to satisfy
me. The profession, even now, groans with the number of its super-
numerary incumbents. The people here are becoming more and more
enlightened, and, as I think, less and less fond of litigation. I can make
a living in my profession in Boston—I can do the same in Maine. But
this is not enough. I shall never be satisfied with it, until I am confi-
dent that I can do no better. I have no strong desire to be rich, but I
am determined not to die poor if it can possibly be avoided. The west-
ern states are increasing with almost unparalleled rapidity.

The expenses of living there are much less than in Massachusetts.
The people are more ignorant, and consequently are more inclined to
litigation, and are more apt to get entangled in the intricacies of the law.
Professional men are more scarce, and are looked upon as persons of
some considerable importance.—These are some of the reasons which
induce me to think of bidding adieu to the land of my birth. I would
not be misunderstood. I do not expect that a young man can there
‘obtain legal or political elevation without the possession of uncommon
powers of mind, or vigorous untiring labor. But I do think that his
prospects as a Lawyer or a Politician (if he enter into political life)
would be better there than in New England.

Have you concluded to remain in Kennebunk? I hope not. It is
no place for a man of any degree of energy. You can live there it is

® This paper was read before one of the sessions of the Annual Indiana History Con-
ference, held at Indianapolis on Dec. 18-14, 1985.
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true. But are you contented, satisfied, happy? Are you willing to say
here I am settled for life—here I must stay, rust, die. No, my friend,
quit Kennebunk and go with me to the west.1

The young man, who penned the above letter to his friend,
Robert Smith, had nothing in common with the knaves, pick-
pockets, visionaries, or bankrupts that were said to be mi-
grating to the West. The self-analysis, the study of facts, the
calmness in reaching important decisions, the impatience with
prejudices, revealed in that letter, were prominent character-
istics of Hugh McCulloch. Even in this friendly and con-
fidential letter, he did not suggest that his physician had ad-
vised that he go West for the benefit of his health. In that
respect, the West proved to be a suitable place of residence,
as he said in December, 1837, that he enjoyed better health
than ever before.?

This young man would deserve much from the growing
West, because he was fitted by native ability and training for
leadership. He was descended from a highly respected Scotch
family, that settled in Kennebunk Port, Maine, about 1765.
His father was one of the largest ship owners of New England
until his fortune was greatly reduced by the War of 1812.2
His brother Thomas, who had died early in his senior year
(1817) at Harvard, was “the best man and the best scholar”
of his class.* Hugh McCulloch was educated in Kennebunk, at
Saco Academy, and at Bowdoin College,® whence he withdrew
in less than two years on account of ill health. He had good
teachers, among them being William Emerson, a man of many
admirable qualities, simple manners, and ripe scholarship; and
a Mr. Pratt at Saco. His health having improved, he taught
until 1829. In the meantime he began reading law in Kenne-
bunk. Then he became a student at Boston in the law office
of Joseph Dane, a nephew of Nathan Dane, reputed author of
the anti-slavery clause of the Northwest Ordinance.” Hugh
MecCulloch seemed never to have subseribed to the theory of

1 Hugh McCulloch to Robert Smith, Boston, Nov. 11, 1831. The McCulloch Papers
are in the possession of Mr. Ross MecCulloch of Fort Wayne, Indiana, who has placed
them on deposit in the Library of the Lincoln National Life Foundation of that city.

The writer was kindly permitted to use these manuscript sources, and the letters referred
to in this paper are included in that collection.

2 McCulloch to Susan Man, Fort Wayne, Nov. 26, 1837. Miss Man, who became the
wife of McCulloch in 1838, spelled her name Man, not Mann.

8 National Cyclopaedia of American Biography.

¢ Hugh McCulloch, Men and Measures of Half a Century (New York, 1888), 25.
8 National Cyclopaedia of American Biography.

¢ McCulloch, Men and Measures, 10, 35..

7Ibid., 16-17.
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painless education, as he worked hard, and followed a rigid
program. He continually and consciously learned by giving
careful attention to conversations, sermons, debates in legis-
lative halls, public addresses and concerts. His reading was
ever varied, including such subjects as law, sermons, letters,
speeches and Shakespeare.! He weighed, organized, and
judged all that he heard or read with deliberation and inde-
pendence, and not infrequently expressed his own convictions
in letters, speeches and newspaper articles. He was devoted
to law and business, but they alone were too narrowing for his
eager intellect. Through his devotion to education, the arts
and sciences, religion, and public questions, he became a cul-
tured gentleman, who numbered among his friends men such
as the Beechers, Prof. Benjamin Pence of Harvard, Prof.
Joseph Henry and Dr. Frederick A. P. Barnard of Columbia.?

In order to better appreciate the character and ability of
this newcomer to Indiana, it may be appropriate to notice
briefly his continuing interest in such fields of human thought
as education, the arts and sciences, religion, and politics. In
numerous ways from his boyhood days in Kennebunk through-
out a long life he revealed his devotion to education. He was
always a student, who manifested real interest in the welfare
of others. He saw the beginning of free schools in Fort Wayne,
serving as a board member when the city had only $330.72
with which to operate the school during its first year, 1853.1°
Seven years before the coming of free schools, McCulloch par-
ticipated in the meeting at which the Methodist College (now
Taylor University at Upland, Indiana) was organized.!* In
1858 Lyman C. Draper notified him of his election to a cor-
responding membership in the State Historical Society of
Wisconsin.’? He enjoyed membership in the Scientific Club
of Washington, where he associated with such men as Alex-
ander D. Bache, great grandson of Benjamin Franklin, Simon
Newcomb, A. A, Humphreys, Dr. Barnard, soon to become the
President of Columbia University, and Prof. Joseph Henry of
the Smithsonian Institute, with whom there grew up a very

8 Ibid., 86; McCulloch to Susan Man, Fort Wayne, Nov. 26, 1837.

9 McCulloch, Men and Measures, 140-150, 259-268; MecCulloch to Charles Beecher, In-
dianapolis, Feb. 9, 1852; Benj. Pence to McCulloch, Cambridge, Oct. 18, 1870; Joseph
Henry to MeCulloch, Washington, Nov. 8, 1870.

10 Bert J. Griswold, The Pictorial History of Fort Wayne (Chicago, 1917), 419.

1 Ibid., $89-390.

12 Draper to McCulloch, Madison, June 26, 1858.
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close friendship.'®* The fact that old and proud eastern uni-
versities (Harvard and Princeton) conferred upon him the
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws is evidence of his con-
tinuing intellectual interests and recognition.

From the arts, Hugh McCulloch probably derived more
pleasure and stimulation than from the sciences. The beauti-
ful in nature and the arts seem never to have escaped his at-
tention. Among many evidences of this may be mentioned his
interest in the City Hall, St. Paul’s, and LaFayette Place in
New York,'* the charming parks of Philadelphia, the fine
monuments of Baltimore, the scenic Delaware, the beautiful
Ohio, the sparkling waters of the Wabash, and the rolling
prairies of such ‘“‘great natural and artistic beauty.”*®* In 1852
he encouraged Mrs. McCulloch to continue her art lessons in
New York.1¢

Not only did he enjoy the beauties of art and literature,
but his lifelong interest in music was almost a passion.!” As
a boy he attended the services of the Methodist church, be-
cause, as he said, the circuit rider ‘“‘excelled in singing, and
the boys always hailed his coming to Kennebunk with the
greatest delight.”*®* In Cincinnati while attending a Methodist
revival meeting, he confessed that he had difficulty to keep
from singing and shouting with the rest when they began to
sing one of their favorite revival hymns.** In his letter of
the twenty-fifth of January, 1837, he mentioned to Miss Man
his uncontrollable love of music and the enjoyment just de-
rived from a musical program rendered by the music teacher
of the Female Academy in Indianapolis.?® Miss Man hereupon
decided that she must learn music. She practiced three hours
every day, though she had to go to her Unecle Bailey’s home for
the use of a piano. She was also given voice lessons by Mrs.
Newton, who thought she learned fast.2* By October she had
learned to play and sing such numbers as ‘“The Mistletoe
Bough,” “Those Evening Bells,” and “Oh No, We Never Men-

13 McCulloch, Men and Measures, 261-267.

4 Ibid., 35.

35 Ibid., 36, 85, 91.

18 Susan McCulloch to McCulloch, New York, Apr. 13, 1852.

17 McCulloch to Susan Man, Indianapolis, Jan. 25, 1837.

18 McCulloch, Men and Measures, b5.

19 Ibid., B6.

20 McCulloch to Susan Man, Indianapolis, Jan. 25, 1887.

21 Susan Man to MecCulloch, Plattsburg, Sept. 15, Oct. 13, 1837.
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tion Him.”?2 Miss Man wrote: “I think of you when I am
learning my music and study the harder.”2®¢ McCulloch’s letter
to his daughter Louise on August 1, 1875, containing a long
and an enthusiastic account of a great concert in London,
proved that his interest in music continued into a late period
of his life.2*

How difficult it would have been to be indifferent toward
religion in the years during which Hugh McCulloch grew to
manhood! During his boyhood and youth, “The Westminster
Catechism was the standard of religious faith” in Congrega-
tional New England. When Unitarianism became its rival,
almost all of the congregation at Kennebunk, the parents of
Hugh McCulloch included, went with the Unitarians. Young
McCulloch, like others of this era, gave considerable thought
to questions of theology, without yielding to narrow sectarian-
ism. He heard Methodist circuit riders, orthodox preachers
and Unitarian pastors. He listened to the powerful, non-
denominational, sailor-preacher of Boston, Father Taylor.
The great Unitarian pulpit leaders were his favorites—Chan-
ning, Gannett, Pierpont, Lowell, Ware, Palfrey, Putnam, and
Frothingham-—while Blagden and Beecher were the leaders
of the orthodox clergy about Boston.?* “Distinguished as
Boston was in 1832 by its lawyers and literary men,” Mec-
Culloch wrote, “it was still more distinguished by its clergy.”2¢
In 1835 he corresponded with Elder Hargrave of Fort Wayne
to ascertain whether those of other denominations, Unitar-
ians, especially, were admitted to communion in the Methodist
Church.*

His interest in religion was sincere and deep—an interest
that he never neglected in a long and busy life—yet he could
never be a sectarian. After noting changes in both orthodoxy
and Unitarianism, he said: “There has been evolution in relig-
ion and there will continue to be as long as mankind advance
in culture and humanity.”2® To McCulloch, her future brother-

22 Susan Man to McCulloch, Plattsburg, Oct. 13, 1837.

2 Susan Man to McCulloch, Plattsburg, Sept. 15, Oct. 13, 1837.
% Hugh McCulloch to Louise MecCulloch, London, Aug. 1, 1875.
2 McCulloch, Men and Measures, 10-15, 27.

2 Ibid., 27,

2 R. Hargrave to McCulloch, Fort Wayne, Apr. 12, 1835.

28 McCulloch, Men and Measures, 15,
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in-law, capable of such sentiments, Mrs. Hankins addressed a
long letter entreating him to “become a Christian.”#?

A few months after this, he wrote to Miss Man, his bride-
to-be, that Mr. Rankin, “our settled preacher. . . isa
great favorite of mine and decidedly the best preacher I have
heard in the West,” having “a mind deeply imbued with the
great principles of natural equality and civil liberty.”®® Rev.
Rankin was a “great favorite” because of his strong attach-
ment to “the great principles of natural equality and civil
liberty.”st McCulloch heard Lucy Stone’s lectures and ap-
proved of them because her work helped to produce a public
sentiment which resulted in a change of the laws on women’s
rights in property.?? Hugh McCulloch was years ahead of
most of his contemporaries, being far more interested in the
essence of faith than in dogma.

In both Europe and America, events of great magnitude
were shaping the future during Hugh McCulloch’s youth and
early manhood. He was attracted to the study of many public
questions and theories, including liberalism, natural rights,
and abolition.

In the middle of the nineteenth century, McCulloch was
much interested in the cause of liberalism in Europe. He wish-
ed that his government would protest “against the violations
of the great international code,” but he considered it absurd
to think that the United States must back her opinion with the
bayonet should her protest be disregarded. He had great faith
in the power of public sentiment. In a letter to Charles Beech-
er in which he discussed these matters, he said that he was
returning home via Cincinnati with the hope of seeing Kossuth,
whom he considered “one of the most remarkable men of the
age.”’ss

In the period of the abolition crusade, Hugh McCulloch,
ever favorable to natural equality and civil liberty, appeared
to hold broad humanitarian views, but he could not approve
of the methods of the Garrisonians. He migrated to the free
soil of Indiana. En route down the Ohio, he read the letters
of Thomas F. Marshall advocating the gradual abolition of

2 Mary A. Hankins to MecCulloch, New York, March 8, 1837.
8 McCulloch to Susan Man, Fort Wayne, Nov. 26, 1837,

81 Ibid.

32 MceCulloch, Men and Measures, 52.

8 McCulloch to Chas. Beecher, Feb. 9, 1852,
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slavery in Kentucky.* He approved of Rev. Rankin’s Thanks-
giving Day sermon in which the latter favored the cause of the
slaves, without uttering anything to which a moderate slave-
holder could object.’®* His friendship with the Beechers was
very genuine and sincere, although he and Charles, at least,
seldom completely agreed on any topic.%®

His great interest in public questions resulted in his al-
ways having strong political convictions.’” Yet he was not re-
garded as a politician. His political opinions were no doubt
partially directed and clarified in Joseph Dane’s office, which
was the meeting place of the leading National Republicans of
Boston. He remembered especially the occasion on which they
read Hayne’s speech in the great and sensational debate of
1830. It bewildered and discouraged all except Mr. Dane, who
suggested that they take hope and await Mr. Webster’s reac-
tions to the speech. Two days later, a speech that Mr. McCul-
loch thought was the greatest ever heard in the United States
was delivered. His letter of introduction to western lawyers
was penned by Daniel Webster who became a leading Whig.®®
On November 26, 1837, McCulloch, a loyal member of the new
Whig party, wrote to Miss Man: ‘“Hurra for New York. She
has at last it seems shaken off the yoke of her Van Buren
leaders [and] asserted her independence. Hurra I say again
to the Whigs of New York—They have bearded the Lion in
his den [and] shorn him of his strength.”s® Soon a letter from
Miss Man brought news to “dear brother Hugh’'* of the Whig
rejoicings at Plattsburg.

After mature deliberation, Hugh McCulloch departed
from Boston, bound for the “growing, prosperous West.” He
has left the following account of his journey to Cincinnati:

In April, 1883, I started for the great and unsettled West, by rail-
road from Boston to Providence, thence by steamboat to New York,
where I remained for a couple of days to see something of what was
rapidly becoming the great commercial city of the Union. Here I re-

8 Jbid., 36.

3 MeCulloch to Susan Man, Fort Wayne, Nov. 26, 1837.

8 McCulloch to Rev. Chas. Beecher, Indianapolis, Feb. 9, 1852.
87 McCulloch to George Ellery, Philadelphia, Sept. 12, 1874.

8 McCulloch, Men and Measures, 16-17, 46.

3 McCulloch to Susan Man, Fort Wayne, Nov. 26, 1837.

4 Susan Man to MecCulloch, Plattsburg, Dec. 16, 1837.

4 In due season, Mr. McCulloch became a Republican and was present at the na-
tional convention in Chicago to advise that Lincoln be nominated. Allen Thorndike
Rice, ed., Reminiscences of Abraham Lincoln by Distinguished Men of His Time (New
York, 1886), 410-411,



102 Indiana Magazine of History

newed my acquaintance with William Emerson [brother of Ralph
Waldo], who, some years before, had been my teacher in Kennebunk. .

. . My visit to New York was very agreeable—made so chiefly
by the kindness of Mr. Emerson. . . . From New York I
went by steamboat to Amboy, by railroad to Bordentown, and from Bor-
dentown to Philadelphia by steamboat. The only thing in this part of my
journey that I especially recollect was the beauty of the Delaware. The
journey from Philadelphia to Baltimore was made by railroad and steam-
boat. I spent but a single day in either city, but long enough to see the
charming parks in the former, and the monuments—the finest I have
ever seen—in the latter., From Baltimore I went by rail to Frederick in
Maryland, and thence by stage-coach, two days and one night, over the
Cumberland [National] Road to Wheeling.

The Ohio was in good boating condition; and the journey down the
river was charming. It then deserved the reputation it had, of being one
of the most beautiful rivers in the world, for magnificent forests, scarcely
touched by the woodman’s axe, stretched away from each bank.42

Letters from the Rev. John Pierpont to William Starr
and William Green, important business men of Cincinnati,
introduced this young traveler “to the best of its society.” The
Queen city seemed to be a second edition of Boston for the
population was strongly American and many indeed
were New Englanders. Here he met Mr. E. M. Huntington,
later to become a United States circuit judge, who spoke “so
highly of the prospects of Indiana” that McCulloch abandoned
the thought of going to Illinois, where lived a cousin, the only
person in the West whom he had known back East.+

Hugh McCulloch shortly arrived at Madison, “one of the
largest and most thriving of the Indiana towns.” Of his stay
here he said:

I had a favorable letter of recommendation from Mr., Webster,
which I exhibited to Jeremiah Sullivan, one of the leading lawyers of the
State, with the request that I might be permitted to spend some time in
his office, to become acquainted with the laws of the State and learn
something of Western practice. My request was readily granted, and I
spent four or five weeks very pleasantly in Madison, devoting six hours
to study, and spending the rest of the day in roaming over the pic-
turesque hills which surround the city, and about the adjoining country,
which was then being rapidly settled, chiefly by farmers from Xentucky.44

Having decided to become a Hoosier, he was admitted to
the practice of law in Indiana after being examined by Judge

42 McCulloch, Men and Measures, 385-36.
4 1bid., 40, 46.
“ Ibid., 46-47.



Hugh McCulloch Moves West 103

Eggleston of Madison and Judge Charles Dewey at Salem. By
the end of May he had met most of the prominent lawyers of
the state and, after an examination at Indianapolis, had been
admitted to practice before the Supreme Court.+

Indianapolis, then only a hamlet, did not appeal very
favorably to McCulloch, who at that time expected to open an
office in southern Indiana. General Tilghman A. Howard,
the United States District Attorney for Indiana, referred to
northern Indiana as ‘“the most inviting country I have ever
seen, and it will soon be filled by people from New York and
New England.”+¢ He advised the young New Englander to in-
vestigate that region. This advice caused McCulloch to ex-
change his trunk for saddle bags, to purchase a horse, saddle,
and bridle, that he might more deliberately select a proper
location. He experienced the hospitality of a real pioneer inn
after a short day’s ride to Eagle Village. His journey led
through very sparsely settled country, over very poor wagon
roads and Indian trails to Frankfort, Delphi, and Logansport.
He passed a whole day at Logansport, spending an hour with
General John Tipton, to whom he bore a letter of introduction.
During the next two days he travelled almost alone, sighting
but two cabins between Logansport and South Bend. Court
having adjourned here, he rode to LaPorte. The “Wet” prairie
west of South Bend, the sparse population in that area, and
the kind invitation of Dr. Lewis G. Thompson to visit the doc-
tor’s city, Fort Wayne, caused McCulloch to turn about and
ride toward the head-waters of the Maumee, where he arrived
after three days, on June 26. While en route, he delayed to
defend a client at Goshen. Fort Wayne proved to be the end
of his “long and solitary, but by no means lonesome or tedious”
journey.¢

While delivering the Fourth of July address at Fort
Wayne in the summer of 1833, McCulloch suffered a chill, the
beginning of a long and well-nigh fatal illness, from which he
did not recover sufficiently to work until October. His illness,
the emptiness of his purse by October, and the increase of
business incident to the commencement of work on the Wabash
and Erie Canal at Fort Wayne induced him to open an office
there in October in a little building constructed for him by Dr.

4 Ibid., 48, 70.
4 Ibid., 78.
47 Ibid., 79-95.
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Thompson. He had a good business, which enabled him to
make expenses by the end of the year and to face the future
with prospects for a successful practice.** In the summer of
1834, H. O. Watts of Boston opened a correspondence with
McCulloch about western lands. During the following winter,
February, 1835, Watts reopened the correspondence, referring
to the valuable information previously received and telling of
a land company formed the previous year and capitalized at
$100,000 to operate in Illinois. Watts informed McCulloch
that a similar company was being planned to deal in Indiana
and Michigan lands and asked him to become the agent for the
proposed company. He wrote at length on the matter of
salary, and the high profits that might be paid, but Mc-
Culloch did not become a land agent.*®

In 1835 the eleventh branch of the year-old State Bank of
Indiana was being planned for Fort Wayne. The directors
believed that Hugh McCulloch was the best qualified man
available to assist in its organization, although he rightly dis-
claimed any knowledge of banking. In October he became
cashier and manager of the Branch Bank, with the under-
standing that his resignation should be received after the or-
ganization and successful opening of the enterprise. His in-
tention was to resume his legal practice, but he liked banking
so much that he never sought release from it. In 1836 he was
made a director in the State Bank.’® McCulloch was now
rather definitely settled in the business world, but he had dur-
ing the early months in Fort Wayne lived in a room, whose
only furnishings were a bed, two splint-bottom chairs, and a
dry goods box.’* That could not be satisfactory to one who
had been accustomed to a home of comfort and refinement.

Before the close of 1837, he suggested that Miss Man of
Plattsburg, New York, decide whether their marriage should
be in the spring or the summer of 1838. He asked her to con-
sider the “difficulty in returning to Fort Wayne before the
opening of the Lake,” and also stated that “a summer trip up
the Maumee during the warmest and most unhealthy season
of the year” was not a pleasant prospect.’? Miss Man, who
had recently taught in Fort Wayne, revealed her womanly in-
T e bid, 111112,

“© H., 0. Watts to McCulloch, Boston, Feb. 23, 1835.
% McCulloch, Men and Measures, 118.

ot Ibid., 111.
52 McCulloch to Susan Man, Fort Wayne, Dec. 7, 1837.
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terest in home-making when she suggested that “if you expect
to occupy the dwelling house, do speak a good word in season
about closets, clothes presses, etc. If you do not advise the
Hoosiers, they will make nothing but square rooms without
halls, closets, or anything of the sort.”’® When this charming
and intelligent young lady gave up her splendid home, with its
inspiring view across the lake and the bay towards the Green
Mountains of Vermont®* to come as a bride to a frontier vil-
lage of Indiana, another bond attached Hugh MecCulloch to
Fort Wayne. As head of a Hoosier household, where effi-
ciency, economy, culture, ambition, and contentment were ever
nicely intermingled, the prominent young banker—only five
years away from the Boston law office—was well established
in Fort Wayne, his home city until the middle of the Civil
War. He retained his connections with the Bank until the
expiration of its charter in 1857. Thereupon he became the
president of the newly created Bank of the State of Indiana
from which post he reluctantly retired only because his ser-
vices were in demand at Washington.?® As the first Comptrol-
ler of the Currency, he organized the system of National Banks
for our country, and as Secretary of the Treasury made an
enviable reputation in solving the financial problems incident
to demobilization of the army and to the funding of the tre-
mendously agumented national debt.

S Susan Man to McCulloch, Plattsburg, Deec. 16, 1837,

% Susan Man to McCulloch, Plattsburg, Sept. 15, 1837. Fine appreciation of the
beauty of her surroundings is found in this letter.

5 McCulloch, Men and Measures, 127-135, 163-165.





