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Miss Merrill wrote:

Beautiful and witty, intelligent, literary in her tastes, fond of good
society, loving, loved, admired and esteemed, her youth was radiant.
Then came sorrow, weakness, and perhaps disgust for all the world.
Then self-renunciation, labor of body, loneliness, grief, gentleness and
the love and sweetness of the first friends. So she died, living her
last days in “Angelic patience,” as a friend writes. Dear Bettie! It
was a high-beating heart that was hushed.

W.0.L.

The Centennial History of Franklin College. By John P. Cady.
Published by Franklin College, Franklin, Indiana,
1934. Pp. 211, illustrated.

Any college that has survived the vicissitudes of one
hundred years furnishes a good subject for the historian. In
his “Introduction” Dr. Cady speaks of the history of Frank-
lin College as “the story of the attempt of the Baptists in
Indiana to function in an educational way”’. Many of the
small church colleges founded in the Middle West when the
region was yet in the pioneer stage have a fascinating his-
tory. Any writer who catches the spirit of one of these in-.
stitutions, who draws true portraits of the men who have
given effect to its work, and who somewhat correctly evalu-
ates the influence emanating from it through years of trou-
ble and struggle as well as through periods of success, does
a good work. To a large extent Dr. Cady has measured up
to these requirements.

There are six chapters in the modest volume with the
following headings: “The First Decade”; “The Administra-
tion of George C. Chandler”; “President Bailey’s Time’’; “The
Rebirth of the College”; “Campus Activities in Stott’s Time”,
and “The College in Recent Years”. The account starts at
the inception of the School, but does not cover the years
since 1929. A great deal of space is given to the several
presidents who have guided the destinies of the institution.
The work of each is quite closely analyzed and the author has
not hesitated to present evidence whether favorable or unfa-
vorable. He has also dealt very frankly with the short sight-
edness manifested at times by the Baptist Church in its re-
lationships with the College. In this respect, the treatment
of the period of the presidency of the courageous and far-
seeing Dr. Elmer B, Bryan is well done, In fact, it seems
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clear that-the School reached its climax under Bryan’s lead-
ership, though he was needlessly compelled by leaders in the
Church to work under handicaps.

It is characteristic of most college histories that they
deal too exclusively with problems of administration and with
the activities of presidents. In short, there is a too-well es-
tablished routine into which writers of such histories are
prone to fall. Not enough of attention is given to faculty
members, who do so much to give character and prestige to
an institution, nor to the worth-while students who are sent
out in the world and who justify its existence. Dr. Cady has
succeeded in avoiding these faults to some extent. Though
he identifies Franklin College too closely with the several
educators who have served as presidents, he does deal with
campus activities at some length.

On the whole, the volume under review furnishes a val-
uable account of a strong church college which has won a
place in the sun. One has no hesitancy in saying that the
school should be more heavily endowed; that the Baptist
Church should rise to the occasion, make a mighty effort to
obtain adequate funds, and never try to control the views of
an able president who has vision and a liberal outlook.

W.0.L.

Education in Indiana, 1793-1794. By Fassett A. Cotton. The
Progress Publishing Company, Bluffton, Indiana,
1934. Pp. xvi, 491.

The author of this history of education in Indiana was a
teacher in the public schools, County Superintendent in Henry
County, and then Superintendent of Public Instruction in
Indiana. In 1909 he went to Wisconsin to serve as President
of the State Teachers College at LaCrosse. He left this posi-
tion to go to the far Southwest in 1924 to become the head of
the Northern Arizona Teachers College at Flagstaff, where
he remained for two years. His interest in the development
of education in Indiana was greatly stimulated by his work
during the three terms which he served as Superintendent of
Public Instruction.

In the first eighty pages, Mr. Cotton deals with the
earlier periods when educational progress in Indiana was
very slow. In the next portion of the book, the founding of



