Comment
In December, 1932, we wrote here:

It would seem that one of the finest attributes of man is his power to
project something superior to what he has attained, recognize it as
such, and work towards it. If ever the countries of the world had need
of leaders ready to exercise this capacity, now would seem to be the
time.

In our own country the new deal was launched a few months
after the above statement appeared, but the various experi-
ments have long been strenuously opposed by powerful inter-
ests. So many of the problems have demanded quick solu-
tion that those more fundamental, which require far-reaching
changes and much time, have not received sufficient atten-
tion. Certainly they have been widely confused with tempo-
rary expedients necessary to relieve multitudes in dire need.
The great object, however, is to pave the way for a future
régime in which a far greater degree of economic justice shall
prevail. If the foundations for such a régime can not be laid
under the existing Constitution, then what blessings can come
from the efforts of those who are out to save it?

Every man who declares that the great purpose of the
present is to preserve the Constitution, ought to be able and
willing, even anxious, to explain what he means. Whether
he is a pillar of the existing economic structure, a lawyer, a
journalist, an army man, or just John Doe, he surely has
some idea as to what it is that he wants saved. It would re-
quire no very close analysis to show that each one is out fo
conserve all the features of the existing order that he believes
to be conducive to his own well-being and power. He likes
a Constitution that does not interfere with his own interests,
and he wants it to be interpreted by law-makers and courts
so that he will not be hamperee& by it in the future. Such,
however, is not enough. If the Constitution is to be saved, it
will have to be interpreted so that the weak may have protec-
tion from the strong, so that the fruits of the productive ef-
forts of society shall be equitably distributed, and so that no
citizen who respects the rights of others can be denied the
opportunity to work and live comfortably.

From the War of 1812 to 1850, Indiana developed rap-
idly. Indeed the state was a dynamic commonwealth in the
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last decade before the Civil War. She was by 1850, mature
enough to send forth many colonists to newer areas farther
westward. Her representation in the national House and in
the electoral college was, from 1850 to 1860, greater than that
of any state west of the Alleghenies except Ohio. The only
states in the Union besides Ohio that ranked above her were
New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, while she was exactly
equal to Massachusetts. With 228 miles of railroad in 1850,
she had 2,125 miles ten years later. From third place in hog
production at the beginning of the decade, she had risen to
first place by the end. In wheat production, she had climbed
from sixth place to second. Wheat growing had shifted west-
ward. In 1850, the first six states in the order of wheat pro-
duction were: Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, Virginia, Illin-
ois, and Indiana. In 1860, the order was: Illinois, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Ohio, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, with New York
in seventh place. Whatever has happened since, citizens of
Indiana had no good cause to be discontented with the growth
of the state to power and position up to the eve of the great
sectional conflict.

Contributors to this issue: Harvey L. Carter, a native
of Indiana, is professor of history at Ursinus College, Col-
legeville, Pennsylvania. Robert B. Yule, a member of the
Indiana Hjghway Commission, lives in Indianapolis. Hon.
Harry S. New, whose home is in Indianapolis, was formerly
United States Senator from Indiana, and later Postmaster
General. Julia Le'Clerc Knox, who has contributed various
articles in the past, is a teacher of Latin in the Crawfordsville
High School. Mrs. Corinne Schenck Dahmen, also an earlier
contributor, is now living at Vevay. Mrs. Elizabeth M. Den-
ehie is a teacher in Wiley High School of Terre Haute. George
S. Cottman, who was the founder and first editor of the
Indiana Magazine of History, is spending the evening of his
life in his home near Madison, Indiana., Christopher B. Cole-
man is Secretary of the Indiana Historical Society. Leonard
S. Kenworthy will next year serve as assistant to the head
master of the Friends Select School at Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsyl-
vania. Linneus N. Hines, formerly State Superintendent of
Public Instruction and President of Indiana State Teachers
College, is now in charge of the Extension Division of that
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institution in Terre Haute. Nellie Armstrong is on the staff
of the Indiana Historical Bureau in Indianapolis. Clyde F.
Snyder is at present acting-instructor in political science at
the University of Illinois. Lee F. Crippen is professor of
history at Berea College, Berea, Kentucky.





