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An event of unusual importance to archaeologists and 
museums is the sale of the archaeological collection of the 
late Edward W. Payne, of Springfield, Illinois. Mr. Payne 
collected this material during most of his long life, begin- 
ning at least fifty years ago. He bought many extensive 
collections made by others earlier than that. He is said to 
have amassed more than a million pieces of relics of the 
mound builders and other Indians of North America. The 
First National Bank and the Marine Bank, of Springfield, 
have announced the sale of all of this material piecemeal 
beginning August 15. 

Historical societies and museums, with rare exceptions, 
are the logical places for such collections. Private collectors, 
however, often prevent the loss or destruction of valuable 
artifacts and other relics. They would be of greater service 
to the historical world if they could be induced to observe 
universially some sort of a code or agreement which would 
embrace, among other things: the limitation of their collec- 
tion largely, if not entirely, to pieces from their own locality, 
or even state; a rigid rule of preserving with every piece 
full information about the location where it was found, rela- 
tion to other things, date of finding, etc.; reporting items 
collected and any other archaeological information to the per- 
son or  office which serves as headquarters for archaeological 
work in the state. 

The Payne collection includes many items from Indiana. 
It is to be hoped that at least some of the most important of 
these-important from the scientific view-will be returned 
to this state as a result of the sale. 

Through the courtesy of Edwin Gholson, Librarian of 
the Cincinnati Law Library Association, the Smith Library 
of the Historical Society has been enabled to have photostats 
made of Journals of the Council and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Northwest Territory for  the 1799 session. 
This was the snly session of the Legislature of the North- 
west Territory held while the present area of Indiana was 
part of that territory. The only original copies in print 
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known are those in the libraries of the Historical and Philo- 
sophical Society of Ohio and the Law Library Association 
a t  Cincinnati. 

The pamphlet, Jacob Schramm.  Le t ters  from Indiana to  
Germany. 1836, is in the hands of the printer and should be 
distributed to  members of the Society late in July or  early 
in August. It is to  be Number 4 of Volume 11 of the In- 
ditna Historical Society Publications. 

Blanks to  be filled out with information about old mills 
have been prepared by the committee of the Indiana His- 
torical Society and can be obtained by writing to  the Society, 
State Library and Historical Building, Indianapolis. 

The following letter from the former president of the 
Dearborn County Historical Society will be of interest to  
the many readers of the Indiana Magazine of History who 
know him. It is a fair illustration of the connection which 
many Indianians who have moved away from the state keep 
with Indiana through the Historical Society. 

Helena, Arkansas 

I had the resolution of the executive committee of the Indiana 
Historical Society [concerning roadside planting] published in a recent 
issue of the Lawrenceburg Press. 

I am much interested in the matter of the old cemeteries. I un- 
derstand Washington County has recorded every grave possible over 
the entire county. Of necessity there must be many where the names 
are unknown. Especially will this be true of the burial places in 
the older counties along the Ohio river. The farm on which I was 
born, for instance-two miles back of Vevay-a quarter section-had 
an old cemetery of perhaps over 12  graves none of which ever had 
a headstone with name and date of person buried. My parents moved 
from Vevay there in 1838 and I think it was entered at Cincinnati 
land office in 1814. A farm adjoining had, as near as memory serves 
me, as many as four places where burials had been made. I ts  owner 
had a half section he had bought from several previous owners. I n  
those earliest days with many families just squatters there was no way 
t o  secure a good headstone. It is an  undertaking in those Ohio river 
counties, that is 100 years too late, to get a record of more than 30 
or  40 per cent of the persons buried. 

Yours 
Archibald Shaw 




