Distribution of the Birthplaces of
Indianians in 1870

By STEPHEN S. VISHER

In an attempt to discover the underlying conditions which
led to the contrasts among Indiana counties in the yield of
certain types of prominent persons born about 1871, a study
has been made of the distribution of the birthplaces of the
white population of Indiana as revealed by the Federal Census
of 1870. The data for each county, shown in Figures 3 to 9,
were obtained by using the total native, that is, American-
born, population of the county as the divisor and the number
reported in the census as having been born outside the state,
(e.g., in Kentucky), as the dividend. The total population and
the total foreign-born population were used as dividends in
Figures 1 and 2, respectively. As the notables studied were
all native whites, the foreign-born were neglected in most of
this study despite the fact that they were the parents of a frac-
tion of the next generation, and hence of some of the younger
persons sketched in Who's Who in America.

In 1870, there were few foreign-born persons in Indiana.
In only three counties did the foreign-born form as much as
20 per cent. of the population; the highest percentage was 28;
eight counties had from 16 to 19 per cent., inclusive, and
only two others had over 12 per cent. The counties with more
than 15 per cent. foreign-born were scattered over the State
(Fig. 1). Furthermore several counties with the highest per-
centages of foreign-born were adjacent to those with a low
percentage. In the central section of the state, most counties,
with the exception of Marion and Tippecanoe, had only 2 or
3 per cent. foreign-born, which was also true of several coun-
ties in the unglaciated section of the State and of several
northern counties. Lake County had only 3 per cent. which
was less than 1-8 the ratio in 1900 and 1-12 the ratio in 1910.
The figures in the lower right hand part of each county on
Fig. 1 give the percentage in that county. The shading in-

'S. 8. Visher, “Contrasts Among Indiana Counties in their Yield of Prominent
persons” in Procaedings of the Indiana Academy of Science, XXX VIII, 1929, pp. 217-224;

;39 i;;sz% Visher, “Geography of American Notables”, in Indiana University Studies, No.
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creases in intensity with increased percentages. Since the
exact figures are not discernible in the blackened counties,
the legend gives them either exactly or approximately.

Most of the foreign-born living in Indiana in 1870 were
born in Ireland, but the distribution of the Irish departed sig-
nificantly from that of the total group of foreign-born. Figure
2 shows that the Irish formed the largest percentage of the
foreign-born in those counties which had few foreigners. In
nearly a dozen counties in the central part of the state from
40 to 70 per cent. of the foreign-born were Irish. In Tippe-
canoe alone of those counties with relatively many foreigners
were there as many as 1-3 of the foreign-born Irish.

The remaining Figures deal only with the native Ameri-
can, population. The percentages are closely similar to the
percentages for the total population, however, except in the
few counties which had a considerable number of foreign-born.
Any one desiring the percentage of emigrants from any state
discussed below in the total population of a county can readily
obtain the approximate number by reducing the percentage
given in the following discussion and Figures by the percen-
tage of foreign-born. Since in most of the counties only about
2 or 3 per cent. of the people were foreign-born, the number
born in some other State, for example Kentucky, usually forms
1-50 or 1-33 less than the per cent. shown in Figure 4. Since
even in the counties having most Kentuckians, they comprised
only about 15 per cent. of the population a reduction of this
percentage by 1-50 or whatever figure is required is so slight
as seldom to be of importance statistically.

Figure 3 shows that in 1870, in almost all counties of the
southern third of the state, three-fourths or more of the
American-born population were born in Indiana; in the cen-
tral third of the State nearly three-fourths were Hoosiers,
while in the northern third, only about three-fifths on the
average were Hoosiers. The extensions of the darker shading
on the eastern and western margins of southern Indiana re-
flect the earlier settlement of these sections. Brown County
with only 59 per cent. Hoosiers forms an interesting excep-
tion. Its Relatively low percentage indicates that many of the
early settlers had emigrated. Fig. 5 suggests that many sold
out to people from Ohio.

The percentage of the American-born population of 1870
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born in Kentucky is shown in Fig. 4. As might be expected,
most of the counties bordering Kentucky had a relatively
large number of Kentuckians, from 7 to 18 per cent. of their
total population. Northward from this tier of counties, along
the less rugged belts followed by railroads, were three ex-
tensions with Kentuckians relatively numerous; one just east
of the unglaciated area, northward from Louisville, another up
the Limestone Plain, and the third on the west of the un-
glaciated area. A group of counties in the southwestern cen-
tral part of the state from Johnson to Montgomery had from
8 to 16 per cent. Kentuckians. In the northeastern half of the
state, in few counties was more than one per cent. of the
population born in Kentucky.

Emigration from Ohio into Indiana, as shown by the 1870
census, was most extensive in the northeastern counties (Fig -
5). In twenty counties in that section from 20 to 30 per cent.
of the population had come from Ohio. With a few exceptions,
the percentage decreased rather uniformly westward and
southward from the northeastern corner of the state. The
most conspicious exception in Fig. 5 is Brown County, with
21 per cent. from Ohio in 1870. Clay and Vanderburgh had
17 and 15 per cent. respectively. But in most of the other
southwestern counties, natives of Ohio comprised only a small
percentage of the population.

Natives of New York State were largely confined to the
northern tier of counties, where they comprised from 8 to 12
per cent. of the native American population, and to adjacent
counties along the Ohio and Illinois borders. Most of the
central and south-central counties contained almost no New
Yorkers. (Fig. 6)

The natives of Pennsylvania were found at the 1870
census to be most numerous in the northern third of the state,
where in most of the counties, however, the percentage fell to
less than 5, and in three northern counties there were almost
no natives of Pennsylvania. In the southern part of the state,
Fig. 7 shows an appreciable number of Pennsylvanians in
Posey County, (8 per cent.), due largely to the Pennsylvania-
German Rappite settlement at and near New Harmony.

The distribution in Indiana of natives of Virginia and
West Virginia is given in Fig. 8. As West Virginia had been
separated from Virginia only shortly before the 1870 census,
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the returns from the two areas are confused. Many people,
even those sketched in Who’s Who that were born in what is
now West Virginia, but which was at the time of their birth
a part of Virginia, gave Virginia as their native state. Natives
of Virginia and West Virginia were found in 1870 chiefly in
a belt across Indiana a short distance north of the National
Road. They were relatively most numerous in the eastern
part of this belt, where in Randolph County they comprised
9 per cent. of the population and in adjacent counties 5 to 6
per cent. The chief exceptions are Porter County, on Lake
Michigan, with 6 per cent., and Harrison County on the Ohio
River with 3 per cent. In most of the other counties of the
state they comprise less than 2 per cent., and in many, less
than 1.

The percentage of the native population born in other
states than those already discussed (Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky,
New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia) is
shown in Fig. 9. Only ten of the ninety-two counties had more
than one-eighth of their native American population born in
other states, and only two had over 16 per cent. (Starke 21;
Lake 18). The relatively slight tendency for people to move
eastward in the United States prior to 1870 is shown by the
small representation of natives of Illinois in Indiana, through
the tier of counties bordering Illinois contained an appreci-
able number. Similarly the counties nearest Michigan con-
tained an appreciable percentage of the natives of Michigan.
Other states with an appreciable representation in Indiana
were Tennessee (largely in the southwest) and North Carolina
(particularly in the central part). Natives of New England
made up only 1-170 of the native population of Indiana in 1870
(0. 58+ per cent.—11,220 persons). They were widely scat-
tered but most numerous in the northeastern eighth of the
state.

Having considered the contrasts among the counties in
their percentages of people born in other states or in foreign
lands, it is interesting to determine whether correlations are
suggested with the distribution of the persons sketched in
Who’s Who in America (Vol. 15, 1927). The contrasts among
the counties in their yield of these notables are shown in Fig.
10, which is from the “Geography of American Notables.”
This map is based on total population. In the following ‘dis-
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cussion a new map, based on native American population alone
is used. This fact will explain some slight discrepancies in
regard to a few of the counties which had a considerable num-
ber of foreign-born.

Foreign-born: Counties with 15 per cent. or more of
foreign-born which yielded relatively many Who's Who
notables (1 per 700 to 1400 native-born population) are Van-
derburgh, Marion, Tippecanoe, Allen, Laporte, and Dearborn,
nearly all of which had a considerable urban population. How-
ever Perry and Ripley Counties with 154 per cent. foreign-
born, but with no cities, yielded comparatively very few no-
tables. Likewise most counties yielding relatively many no-
tables contained very few foriegn-born. Hence no close cor-
relation is evident between the distribution of foreign-born
and the yield of notables.

Kentuckians: Two counties of the nine having 10 per
cent. or more of their native American population born in
Kentucky yielded relatively many notables. They were Put-
man and Johnson with 1 per 1,000 and 1 per 900 respectively.
But most of the counties with a comparatively high percent-
age of Kentuckians had a distinetly small yield and nearly all
of the counties yielding relatively many notables contained few
Kentuckians.

Ohicans: The counties containing relatively many natives
of Ohio (20 to 30 per cent., black in Fig. 5) for the most part
had a fairly large yield of notables. Wells and DeKalb Coun-
ties, however, did poorly and Jay County, with 30 per cent.
Ohioans, very poorly. Brown County, with 21 per cent. of
Ohioans, produced even fewer. On the other hand, a number
of the counties which yielded relatively many notables con-
tained in 1870 few Ohiocans. Hence the correlation between
Ohioans and the yield of notables is not great.

New Yorkers: A close correlation is suggested between
the distribution of natives of New York and the yield of no-
tables since all of the counties except Lake County, with more
than 5 per cent. of their population consisting-of New York-
ers yielded relatively many notables (1 per1,300 to 2,200 popu-
lation. Several other counties with 3 or 4 per cent. of their
native American population from New York also did conspicu-
ously well. On the other hand, most of the counties which
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yielded a comparatively large number of notables contained
less than 1 per cent. of New Yorkers in 1870.

Pennsylvanians: The counties with more than 6 per cent.
of their population born in Pennsylvania include several which
contained relatively many New Yorkers and were distinctly
productive of notables. Other counties with a similar per--
centage of Pennsylvanians yielded many notables. Thus while
a correlation is suggested by the fact that the northeastern
part of the state, which contained most Pennsylvanians, did
relatively well in yielding notables, nevertheless a correlation
is not established.

Virginians: The five counties blackened in Fig. 8 as hav-
ing more than 5 per cent of tseir population born in Virginia
or West Virginia each yielded notables at less than the aver-
age. The average rate for the five is considerably below the
state average. The twenty counties with 3 or 4 per cent. of
their population from Virginia or West Virginia also averaged
less than the state average and include only five which are
much better than the state average.

People from elsewhere: Fig. 9 showing the distribution
of persons born in states other than Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky,
Pennsylvania, Virginia or West Virginia also suggests a cor-
relation with the yield of notables in proportion to population. .
Except for four western counties, Starke, Lake, Vermillion,
and Martin and one eastern county, Wells, the blackened coun-
ties of Fig. 9 almost all yielded more than the state average of
notables, and some of them did exceptionally well. The
further fact that only one of the counties (Johnson) which
yielded notables at the rate of 1 per 1,200 or less contained
fewer than the average number of persons from these other
states is also suggestive. Apparently the counties which re-
ceived relatively many people from afar obtained a fairly
large proportion of the parents of notables.

Conclusion : The distribution of the natives of other states
among the Indiana counties in proportion to population at the
1870 census was far from uniform. The contrasts disclosed
by Figs. 1 to 9 doubtless had significant effects on local ideals,
architecture, politics, schools, and other social institutions.
These social contrasts have not been dealt with here. A num-
ber of maps previously published showing contrasts among
Indiana counties in the use made of the land, in types of im-
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provements, in yield of criminals, in school attendance and
graduation, in teachers’ salaries, in yield of criminals and -
other mental defectives, and in death rates? have been com-
pared, however, with Figs. 1 to 9 and in a considerable num-
ber of instances suggest that significant correlations exist.
Even more striking correlations seem to exist between the
contrasts among counties in politics and in per capita wealth
in 1870, but the maps showing these are not yet published. An
article dealing with these other contrasts is in preparation.
Here, however, comparisons are made with a map of the yield
of persons sketched in Who’s Who in America (Vol. 14, 1927)
in proportion to native American population at the 1870 census
(the census nearest the date of birth of the average person
sketched in that volume of Who’s Who in America). These
comparisons suggest that the natives of certain states, especi-
ally the more remote ones to the east and northeast, were the
parents of a larger share of Hoosier notables than were the
natives of certain other states, Kentucky, for example.

2 Visher, papers in the Proceedings of the Academy of Science, as follows: ‘“Some
Contrasts between Geographic Regions in Indiana,” 1922, pp. 99-104; Geographie
Variations in Indiana in Typhoid, Tuberculosis, Cancer, and in Total Deaths’, 1928, pp.
55-61; ‘“‘Variations among Indiana Counties in Land Values and Roads”, 1924, pp.
147-54 ; Further Studies in Death Rates in Indiana’, 1924, pp. 154-56; ‘“Geography of
Indiana Agriculture”, 1927, pp. 101-16; ““Contrasts among Indiana Counties in their
Yield of Prominent Persons’”, 1929, pp. 217-24. Sce Also Visher, Economic Grography
of Indiana (New York, 1923), for 110 maps showing geographic contrasts in Indiana.





