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schooling, and on his reading habits and opportunities. The
better features of the life in the community where the Lincolns
lived are stressed. The physical labor which the youth was
called on to perform and the great bodily strength which he
developed are adequately treated. There is even a chapter on
the slavery question.

The book is well worth reading, and it should be read and
enjoyed by many who are interested in Lincoln. Students will
find valuable information in it. One wishes that the writer
had been less anxious to prove preconceived notions. It would
have been much better had he simply told his story, on the
basis of his findings. His opinions and conclusions, he had a
right to state, of course. Perhaps he may be correct in all of
them, but the historian who pleads his cause too earnestly is
not entirely convincing., The seeker for the truth can not
fully approve an author who consciously sets out to prove
something.

W.O.L.

Middletown, a volume of over five-hundred pages by
Robert S. Lynd and Helen Merrill Lynd, pictures the activities
-—economie, political, social, religious, and cultural-——of Mun-
cie, Indiana. The volume which has proved interesting and
stimulating to many readers is published by Harcourt, Brace
and Company of New York City, and retails at $5.00 per copy.
The introduction to the study is from the pen of Dr. Clark
Wissler. Under the auspices of the Institute for Social and
Religious Research, the Lynds lived for a period in our pros-
perous manufacturing city, which went through its first boom
in the natural gas era, and studied all phases of its life. One
reviwer says of the book: “Nothing like it has ever before been
attempted; no such knowledge of how the average American
community works and plays has ever been packed between the
covers of any one book; and I warn you that hereafter nobody
has any right to make the most casual generalizations about
the culture levels of this republic, until he has first read and
mastered his Middletown”. (Stuart Chase, in The Natior, Feb-
ruary 6, 1929). John Dewey correctly thinks of “Middletown”
as “Anytown”. In an article under the caption, “The House
Divided against Itself” (New Republic, April 24, 1929), stim-
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ulated by the reading of Middletown, Dewey reaches some con-
clusions about American life well worth repeating:

Of one thing I feel quite sure. It is not true that machinery is the
source of our troubles. . If we do not plan, if we do
not use machinery intelligently on behalf of things we value, the fault
lies with us not with the machine. This fact underlies, I suppose, the
contradiction in our life; with an enormous command of instrumentalities,
with possession of a secure technology, we glorify the past, and legalize
and idealize the status quo, instead of seriously asking how we are to di-
rect and employ the means at our disposal. This is our great abdication.
There is a strain of fear running through American life which controls
our activities to an untold extent. We dare not act lest we upset some-
thing. This state of fear will, presumably, endure until we begin to plan
our living in a systematic and collected way, which means of necessity a
collective way.

In a recent pamphlet (Indiana History Bulletin, volume VI,
extra number 1, January, 1929), the Indiana Historical Bureau
has published a second revision of Historical Markers and
Public Memorials in Indiana, compiled by Jessie P. Boswell,
The Bulletin is a compilation of one hundred six pages, and is
illustrated by many cuts of markers, statues and memorials.
The frontispiece is a picture of the chaste and beautiful Indi-
ana World War Memorial, recently constructed by the State in
Indianapolis. An attempt has been made to record the work
done in the several counties of the State in the way of desig-
nating historic sites and of erecting memorials to persons and
events. The head of the Historical Bureau, Dr. Christopher B.
Coleman, solicits “corrections and additions” in an announce-
ment which prefaces the pamphlet. In regard to the historical
accuracy of inscriptions placed on markers, the State Bureau
and the compiler of the pamphlet do not accept any responsibi-
lity. Dr. Coleman wisely says: “A careful scrutiny would
doubtless show that here and there claims have been embodied
in stone and bronze without sufficient warrant.” It should be
remembered by all local societies or committees that loyalty
to truth is a more fundamental virtue than a display of patriot-
ism to the community when based on doubtful evidence.





