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The Life of George Rogers Clark. By JAMES ALTON JAMES.
The University of Chicago Press, 1928. xiii + 534
pp. Illustrated, $5.00.

This new biography of George Rogers Clark, published on
the eve of the one hundred fiftieth anniversary of the most
stirring events of his life, is a timely one. The volume is all
that we might expect from the pen of one who for more than
twenty years has been a collector of material pertaining to the
career of George Rogers Clark. This quest, Professor James
tells us, was not confined to the manuscript collections such as
the well known Draper Manuscripts of the Wiseconsin State
Historical Society, the Library of Congress, and State Ar-
chives, but took him to the Archives of foreign countires,
notably, England, France, and Spain. The result of this activi-
ty has been the publication of two volumes of Clark Papers in
the Collections of the Illinois State Historical Library, cover-
ing the period from 1771 to 1784. Other volumes are to fol-
low.

The Life is based almost entirely on this collection of source
material. It is not a eulogy, yet it is a sympathetic interpreta-
tion of Clark’s career, covering the period from his birth in -
1752, on a farm adjacent to the estate of the Jeffersons near
Charlottesville, Virginia, to the time of his death, near Louis-
ville, Kentucky, in 1818. The volume is more than a biogra-
phy, it is a real contribution to the history of the West during
the American Revolution and the years which immediately fol-
lowed.

Among the best portions of the volume is that dealing with
the part taken by the Spanish in the Revolutionary War in the
West. For the first time, the aid given to Clark and to Con-
gress by Oliver Pollock, supported by Governor Galvez of the
Province of Lousiana, receives adequate treatment. Pollock
is aptly termed, the “Financier of the Revolution in the West.”
The relationship of the military movements in the upper Ohio
country, so often ignored, to Clark’s activity on the Kentucky
frontier, has been brought into clear perspective. The refusal
of Colonel Daniel Brodhead, commander at Fort Pitt, to co-
dperate with Clark, in 1781, is given as the probable cause of
the failure of the contemplated expedition against Detroit
which was planned for that year.

On the mooted question concerning the part that Clark’s
capture of the Illinois posts and Fort Sackville played  in
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making the Mississippi the western boundary at the close of
the Revolution, Professor James takes a middle ground be-
tween those who claim that the conquest was the primary
cause for the favorable boundaries, and others like Alvord who
maintain that it had nothing to do with it. Admitting that the
friendliness of Lord Shelburne and his desire to regain the
good will of the Americans doubtless had its effect, the author
thinks that a knowledge of the fact that Clark occupied a stra-
tegic position at the Falls of the Ohio at the close of the Shaw-
nee Campaign of 1782, served to confirm Shelburne in his deci-
sion. This position enabled Clark to dominate a larger area
in the Northwest than was actually in his military possession.

Nearly one half of the volume is devoted to the career of
Clark and frontier problems, following 1783. The main inci-
dents in this period of Clark’s life, such as the seizure of the
property of three Spanish merchants who had come to Vin-
cennes to trade in 1786, the offer made to Genet to lead an ex-
pedition against New Orleans, and the acceptance of the com-
mission of brigadier general from the French Government, are
interpreted in the light of frontier conditions, as they should
be. The attitude of the Spanish officials in regard to the navi-
gation of the Mississippi River by Americans aroused great
hatred towards Spain, throughout the West. At the same time,
the Confederation Government was weak and the people of
the West had little confidence in its ability to redress their
grievances.

All students of western history will welcome this new Life
of Clark, by far the best one which has yet been published.

CHARLES ROLL.

ILLINOIS COLLEGE: A Centennial History. By President
CHARLES HENRY RAMMELKAMP. Yale University
Press, New Haven, 1928. Pp. xv + 605, $7.50.

The history of American frontier life has no more thrilling
chapter than the story of the struggles of the colleges founded
in the middle west around the beginning of the second quarter
of the nineteenth century. Nor is there a more important
chapter to the student intent upon discovering the directive
forces which have determined the trend of life in this section
of our country. For these small colleges, stretched like a line





