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matter of fact he was married twice and had a daughter who
survived him.

The John Askin Papers, Volume I, 1747-1795. Edited by MiLo
M. QUAIFE. Burton Historical Records, Volume I.
Detroit Library Commission, 1928. Pp. 657. Illus-
trated.

This auspicious beginning of the publication of historical
volumes by the Burton Historical Collection of the Detroit
Public Library is an important event in the world of scholar-
ship. The Burton Historical Collection is known to all his-
torical workers as one of the richest of the north central states
and as one of the most generous in putting its treasures at the
disposal of anyone who is qualified to use them. It is for-
tunate for all those interested in taking up this extension of
its work by publishing books, the Burton Collection has the
services of such an experienced and able an editor as Dr.
Quaife.

A detailed examination of the John Askin Papers would be
out of place here. Their value is self evident. John Askin
visited Detroit as early as 1762. In 1764 he took up his resi-
dence in Mackinac, and in 1780 he moved to Detroit, where he
lived till 1802. He then moved south across the river (which
here runs east) into Canada, but he continued many Detroit
connections until his death in 1815. He engaged extensively
in the fur trade, in supplying government posts, at one time
controlled several sailing vessels, and throughout his career
had extensive correspondence with a wide spread group of
friends. Even these few facts show the many phases of early
western history which the Askin papers will illumine.

The format adopted by the Burton Historical Records de-
serves the highest commendation. This volume is a hand-
some, durable book, with no attempt at fancy display, but with
the best of material and craftsmanship.

Note

John W. Cravens, secretary of Indiana University, has re-
cently published an article on “The Trustees of Indiana Uni-
versity.” He succeeded in getting the desired data concern-
ing all the trustees except Franklin Sawyer who was a mem-
ber of the board in 1840. The old records do not even give the
county from which Mr. Sawyer came. Can any readers fur-
nish Mr. Cravens the desired information?



