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sion of the regime of different governors. Any one especially 
interested in Minnesota history will read them carefully. 

The appendices are interesting and instructive. In these 
the author has endeavored to explain in detail some of the 
more important episodes in the later development of the state. 
Appendix fourteen, The Pine Timber Investigation, gives the 
reader an insight into the peculiar manner by which the tim- 
ber companies acquired title to Minnesota State lands. Large 
areas were stripped of timber and the land left covered with 
stumps. There is a bibliography connected with each of the 
appendices. ROBERT CLAUDE KENNEDY 

Annals of B a t o n  County. By ELMORE BARCE, The Benton 

This little book is the first of a series of articles on Ben- 
ton county, Indiana, by one of its leading citizens, Elmore 
Barce, an attorney of Fowler. While the title is somewhat 
misleading, and the work is distinctly more literary than his- 
torical, the author has attempted a very worthy purpose; 
namely, a contribution to his own county. Since he could 
scarcely hope for its circulation very f a r  beyond the limits of 
the county, the work evidently is  not undertaken primarily 
for profit. 

The first part  of the volume is pure history, cleverly writ- 
ten in a unique and individual style, with acknowledgment and 
reference to source material throughout; the latter part  is a 
picturesque treatise of the early agricultural development of 
the county. As the work progresses the author apparently 
has some trouble in staying with his avowed purpose, at times 
approaching the sentimental and the dramatics ; for example, 
in the dialogue between Annie Ellsworth and Professor Morse. 

In general, the work is a sympathetic treatment of the sub- 
ject by one who is singularly fitted for the task, and the writer 
heartily recommends the little volume to every reader in Ben- 
ton county, indeed, to all those who reside in that section of 
the State known as “The Grand Prairie.” 

Review Shop. Fowler, Indiana, 134 pp., 1925. 
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