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MARTIN’S Academy, founded 1819 at Livonia, Indiana,
known as the “Old Log College”, was the first academic school
or seminary established in Washington county, and is listed in
history as the second oldest institution of this kind in the
state of Indana. ,

With the tide of immigration to the great Northwest and
to the territory of Indiana, there came to Washington county,
Indiana, one of those rare strong characters, fearless, edu-
cated, and refined—teaching and “preaching in the wilder-
ness” as it were—the Reverend W, W. Martin from the west
Lexington Presbytery, who took charge of the churches of
Livonia, Blue River and Salem. This was in the year 1818,
two years after the Presbyterian churches at Livonia and
Salem had been established by the Reverend Samuel Shannon.

The reverend Mr. Martin was accompanied by his family.
After residing in Salem a year, Livonia was selected as their
home. Around this spot centers the story of “The Old Log
College”—founded in the year 1819 by Reverend Martin. Of
the institutions of learning of that period—a century ago—
Father Martin’s school served in a wonderful way the purpose
for which it was intended—the education of his own sons and
daughters, his neighbors’ children, and all others who wished
to become his pupils, thus elevating the lives of the folk gath-
ered there—a little community in an almost unbroken forest.

SiTE OF COLLEGE

With no trace of the old school house or cabin existing
and no one living today to point out the spot of ground on
which it stood, the site can only be settled by deeds and records
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kept in the county recorder’s office and other official papers
dating back to the epoch when the school was kept and the
Martin family lived in Livonia.

In running over the old records, Attorney Harvey Morris,
of Salem, (a historian of state repute) gave most valuable
assistance in getting the old college site located. Mr. Morris
makes the following statement:

There has been a good deal of uncertainty as to the exact location
of the above mentioned school house, but the description in the following
conveyance would seem to locate it definitely, immediately south of lots
two (2) and three (8), in the original plat of the town.

Deed Book I. 529-30. 1836

William W. Martin and
Susan L. his wife.

To
James C. Kelso

A part of the north-east guarter of section 3 town 1 north range
2 east. Begin at a stone at the north-west corner of David McKinney’s
tract in the south line of the Town of Livonia and run thence south 5 de-
grees east with McKinney’s line 126 poles and 10 links to a stone on the
south line of said quarter, Thence south 85 degrees west 58 poles 23 links
to a stone, the south-west corner of said quarter. Thence north 5 degrees
west 123 poles and 7 links to a stone at the south-west corner of a one
acre lot of John McKinney, Thence north 85 degrees east 15 poles and 16
links to a stone at the corner of the School house Lot which was deeded
and conveyed to Kerker Glass, Thence north 5 degrees west 3 poles to a
stone in the Town line, thence north 85 degrees east with said line 45
poles and 6 links to the beginning and containing by survey 46% acres.
Deed Book B. page 182 Feb. 25, 1819

Original Plat of the Town of Livonia, in Washington County,
Indiana.

After describing the streets, alleys and lots—

With a lott on the north-west corner of said lotts for the use of a
meeting house & school house xxxx The lott for use of church & school
is 122 feet north, east 132 feet.

The above lot is immediately east of the Presbyterian
church lot as now located, and was used by the town for many
years for school purposes, and was located in the extreme
northwest corner of the original plat of the town of Livonia.
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This was the town school property, and not the site of the
Log College.

The Log College was located on the opposite side of the
town, almost immediately south of the town school lot, but
outside of the town plat, and on land then owned by Mnr.
Martin.

Substantiating the above is the following dated:

April 18th, 1831 Deed Book G—p. 44

Section 3, Town 1 North, Range 2 East $40.00 consideration.

Wm. W. Martin and Susan L. his wife to Kirker Glass to sell a lot
or parcel of land on which the school house is situated—bounded by the
south line of John McKinney’s lot, on which the oil mill is, extended E.
to a stake making a right angle with the E. line of James McKinney’s
lot. The above conveyed lot on which the school house stands is bounded
on the north by lots two and three in the town Plat of Livonia.

Another earlier transaction, showing that Reverend Mar-
tin was actively interested in establishing himself in Livonia
was his investment in real estate, described below.

Deed Book C. Page 78 June 5, 1823
Consideration $550.00
John McPheeters, James McPheeters, Jr. and James McClung, com-
missioners,

Sold To.
Wm. W. Martin a certain tract or parcel of land, being a part of the
N. E. quarter of Sec. 3, Town 1N. Range 2 E.

On March 7, 1823, James McKinney and Eunice, his wife,
sold to the Rev. William W. Martin two lots of land in the
town of Livonia, known on the plat of said town by lots num-
ber forty-six (46) and forty-eight (48).

The school flourished. Many came from a distance drawn
hither by the advantages offered in the study of the common
branches, the languages, rhetoric, higher methematics and
the Bible. Mrs. Martin assisted her husband in the school—
enabling him in this way to carry on his ministerial trips in
the surrounding country. It is said he was the only Presby-
terian minister at that time in the region of Washington, Har-
rison, Crawford, Orange, Lawrence, Jackson and other coun-
ties. He not only held services but organized new churches,
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where none had yet been constituted. Among these, were the
church of Orleans, Orange county, organized by Rev. William
W. Martin, October 2, 1820, with 16 members and the Pales-
tine church, Lawrence county, in July, 1822, with 24 mem-
bers. (From ‘“Sketch of Early Presbyterian Churches in
Indiana”, by Rev. J. H. Barnard, Madison, Ind., in Indiana
Magazine of History, Dec., 1915, p. 800.)

The Martin family lived at Livonia for about thirty-two
years—excepting six years of this period spent at Blooming-
ton to give their children opportunity for a more advanced
education and broader culture.

Decade after decade has passed and with them have gone
the scholars that listened to the voice of Father Martin and
his able assistants—wife and daughter—at the Log College.
The children and the grandchildren of the generation that
attended there have little knowledge of this school—no rec-
ords or diaries having been kept or preserved or handed down
to succeeding generations. We must therefore turn to his-
torians for information and depend on them largely for this
historical review,

Richard G. Boone’s History of Education in Indiana, pub-
lished in 1892, Chapter VI, is devoted to Private and Incor-
porated Seminaries. It is here we find listed Martin’s Acad-
emy at Livonia, Washington county, Indiana. Opened 1819,
closed 1840. Dr. Boone says:

Among the many private schools of that early day it would be inex-
cusable to fail to call attention to one that was not only among the first
but one of the best as well—Martins Academy in Livonia Washington
county. But one school of sufficient grade to be ranked with this has so
early a history. That was the Corydon Seminary founded in 1816.

Martins Academy was founded by Rev. William Martin, a Presby-
terian minister and opened in the fall of 1819. It continued for many
years, Mr. Martin leaving in the spring of 1831 to take charge of the
seminary at Paoli. The course of study included besides the common
branches—using Walkers Dictionary (in spelling) the New Testament
and English Reader, Pike’s Arithmatic and Murry’s Grammer, the higher
mathematics, moral philosophy, rhetoric, logic, natural philosophy.
Among the students there were some from other counties and from dis-
tant parts of the State and from other states even, particularly from the
South. Fees were moderate and silver was scarce, pay was generally in
trade. Mr. Martin himself who died in 1850, is still remembered among
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Presbyterians of Southern Indiana as a fine scholar, a successful teacher
and royal good preacher. Indeed it is avered by those who knew him
that so efficient was his school, if he had been less of a minister (sea-
sons of revival sometimes hindered the continuity of the school); Han-
over College might have been located at Livonia. While many students
afterward became efficient lawers, physicians and teachers, the academy
became known as a sort of school of the ministry. But aside from the
generally scholarly training given, the most eminent service rendered
by Mr. Martin was in the advanced standing he took upon education of
girls. Many parents about Livonia, as elsewhere in the state, objected
to their daughters studying arithmatic or learning to use the pen. But
from the beginning, Martin’s Academy was co-educational in principle.
The principal’s daughter subsequently became his assistant.

The daughter referred to by Dr. Boone was Mrs. Martha
A. Venable of Erie, Kansas, to whom Mr. Boone was indebted
for his historical facts in the article on the old academy.

Dr. Boone’s history more than thirty years ago (1892)
sets forth clearly the advanced standing of the school and the
broad, progressive spirit of its master—emphasized so
strongly in the policy of co-education of the sexes.

But what of the building itself—the primitive structure
that reecived the pleasing title of college? The size and ap-
pearance of this unpretentious cabin in the clearing, sur-
rounded by the magnificent forest trees—the giant oak and
poplar and the beech—‘“the glory of Indiana woodlands™?
Made of hewn logs, with no ceiling, the bare rafters above
and a dirt floor, the school opened for sessions. It is reason-
able to believe a better interior finish followed in the later
years, when it was euphoniously called the “log college”.

What of the boys and girls that sat on the crude benches?
What of the lads and lasses that jostled each other at the door
when called “to books”? The reader no doubt like the writer
of this story, today, longs for the more tangible substances—
records, books, and mementoes—proofs which have become
scattered and lost, for our efforts have been fruitless, so far
in this quest. The roster or roll of this school would be al-
most a priceless possession now.

One of the pupils was John P. Scott, who was doubly or-
phaned by the death of both father and mother in Salem
about 1827, and who then became the ward of Dr. Burr Brad-
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ley, a practicing physician of our town. Mr. Scott in later
vears was a resident of Miami, Missouri, from which place
he wrote in 1883 some reminiscent letters to the Salem Demo-
crat. After reading extracts from two of these letters, con-
cerning the school, a mental picture of the school house can
be formed quite vividly.

From the Salem Democrat, issue of October 24, 1883,
written from Miami, Missouri, Mr. Scott says:

In 1828 I went to school three months to Rev. William Martin in his
log college at Livonia. It stood out on the edge of town near the woods
and had a board roof, and log joists but no floor and no ceiling above.
One day at noon the scholars had all been playing at some distance and
on return of some of them to the house, 2 panther was found perched
on one of the joists, attracted there, it was supposed, by the savory smell
of the dinner baskets. Alarm was spread down town and some men
came out, but the panther escaped to his den away over in the hills to
the southwest.

From another communication, prior to the one above, writ-
ten July 1, 1883, at Miami, Missouri (Salem Democrat July
11, 1883), Mr. Scott spoke of a group of Salem boys, himself
included—*“as the little row of five or six year olds on one
of the low-aisled benches of the much crowded school room
(in Salem) and answered ‘here’ not there. Yet, he states,
“there I sat with them until close of 1827 during which time
my father and mother were both buried on the hill.” (Crown
Hill Cemetery, Salem.) The following eighteen months I
went to school at Livonia, in a little log cabin taught by
Rev. Wm. Martin, who flogged me soundly for putting a
pinch of snuff up the nose of his son Samuel Newell and thus
raising a racket during school hours. Either his flogging or
his preaching, which I heard, and often after, inspired me
with a profound reverence for him. He was a grand man—
one of my heroes. I shall never forget one occasion when!
nearly all of his congregation in the Livonia church (quite a
large building for the time and place) were wrought into tears
as he discoursed of the atonement and he relieved them by
looking out through his own tearful eyes and saying as the
‘blind preacher had said before him’ Socrates died like a
philosopher, but Jesus Christ died like a God.”



Clark: ILivonia College 79

Zebulon B. Sturgis, of the same age as Thomas Scott, and
perhaps a playmate, who lived twenty years of his early life
in Salem and went from here to Washington, D. C., in a remi-
niscent letter written at Washington July 31st, 1883, says:

My memory of him (Rev. Martin) distinet. Father Martin had in
no ordinary degree what is called unction and when speaking of the
Saviors sufferings, his voice would choke and his eyes fill with tears.

Other students besides Thomas Scott whose names we have
been able to gather, are James Aikman Carnahan—a minister
of the Presbyterian church-—Ephraim K. Lynn, student and
minister, and Archibald W. Lynn, teacher—the latter being
the father of Mrs. John Banks of Salem and Mrs. James El-
gin of Hazelton, Kansas.

In February this year of 1926, the writer received a letter
from Mrs. Elgin giving this information:

As to whether aunt Isabelle Lynn, who became the wife of Rev.
James Carnahan, was a student in the college, I do not remember hear-
ing my father say, but uncle Carnahan met his wife while studying in
Livonia at school. Uncle C. was a student under Rev. Martin, whether
in the college work or prospective theological course, probably both.
Uncle Ephriam Lynn was a student at the Log College before going to
Hanover where he finished his college study and prepared himself for
the ministry. Our father went to the old school and prepared for teach-
ing which he followed for many years.

These old historical records are very sacred to me and especially any
thing pertaining to the Martin family as Rev. Martin baptised my father
in childhood, and also myself. (From Mrs. Elginsg letter.)

From the History of the Presbyterian Churches in Wash-
ington County, written in 1876, by the Rev. Irvin St. John,
a minister of the Salem Presbyterian church for nearly a
quarter of a century, we reproduce a few paragraphs concern-
ing “Father Martin”:

In April, 1818, two years after the Livonia church was organized,
the Rev. Wm. Martin was installed pastor by the Presbytery of Louis-
ville. In the relation of pastor or stated supply he continued, with the
exception of about six years which he spent at Bloomington for the pur-
pose of educating his family, during a period of thirty-two years. Pos-
sessed with the true missionary spirit, perhaps no man did more in lay-
ing the foundation of the church in Southern Indiana than he. Though
making Livonia his center no one place confined him. He went almost
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everywhere; and today it is difficult to find the neighborhood where
there is not some aged pilgrim who once heard the gospel from his lips.
He delighted to preach in log cabins during the week, and in the short-
est plan of doing the greatest good whether they just accorded with
Presbyterian etiquette or not. Three discourses on the Sabbath and
sunrise prayer meeting on days of communion.

Seeing the need of thorough intellectual culture with the religious
to make the most useful christians, he established a school which was
very successful-—calling in many young men and women from this and
other counties. For this school there was built a house of hewn logs
which was called by the students, The Log College.

His beloved wife, loved by all who knew her, heartily co-operated
with him in all his efforts. Their three sons became ministers of the
gospel, all the same faith as their parents—two of these sons and one
daughter gomg forth as missionaries to China and Africa. He died
September 10, 1850.

Reverend Martin was buried in the Livonia cemetery.
The resting place of the dead is only a short distance from
the school grounds of the long ago. Building activities of the
town have taken another direction. No houses break the view
between the two historic spots—the site of the old log college
and the place of interment of its founder. The lot is vacant.
Nearby a modest dwelling was pointed out as the place of the
old Kelso home. Peace and quiet prevail. To the south of
the lot towards the east down a green lane, stands a lone
tree with gnarled limbs extended like a sentinel. To the east
and north is the population and business of the little city. To
the north the whirr of the motor cars carrying travel and
traffic, is a reminder that the main thoroughfare of the town,
is a highway of importance and that the Atlantic-Pacific road
may be just beyond the northern border of the retreat—sacred
to the memory of the Martin family.

The cemetery yard is very neat and clean, beautifully kept
by the women and citizens of the community. The grave of
the illustrious educator is near the entrance, a sunny, grassy
plot, and is marked by a limestone monument about ten feet
high—simple and substantial. On the shaft-like marker,
carved in the stone is a flaming torch inverted, symbol of
light and life—a life closed by the “inevitable hour”. Some
of the lettering on the rock is nearly oblitered—but quite
legible is this inscription:



Clark: Livonia College 81

In the memory of Rev. W. W. Martin, for many years pastor of the
Presbyterian church at Livonia, who died September 10, 1850, aged 70
years. He spent his life in the service of the Lord and died as he had
lived—A Christian!

In reverence, in silence, we lingered a minute—impressed
that the notable example set, a century ago, by ‘“Father Mar-
tin” was a far more enduring memorial than the column of
stone at his tomb.

Out of the dim yesterday the merry tones of the children
sound sweet and clear—the loving tender minister seems to
smile at us—we see him enter the door—hear the firm gentle
voice in the kindly greetings within. As the vision fades,
inspiration brings into mind these lines:

Seeing you there a house that can endure;
The present holds the magic of the past,

Ah! Let me build, with careful touch and sure,
The things that last, the old fine things that last!





