
INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Organized December 11, 1830 

“The objects of this society shall be the collection and 
preservation of all materials calculated to shed light on the 
natural, civil, and political history of Indiana.” 

This society was organized by the leading men of our State. 
The following were the first officers: 

Benjamin Parke, president ; Isaac Blackford, first vice- 
president ; Jesse L. Holman, second vice-president ; James 
Scott, third vice-president ; John Farnham, corresponding sec- 
retary; Bethuel F. Morris, recording secretary ; James Blake, 
George H. Dunn, Isaac Howk, James Whitcomb and John Law, 
executive committee. 

In  the early days its annual meetings were one of the 
great occasions of the winter at the State capital. Among its 
early members were eight governors, all the judges of the 
supreme and federal courts, most of the circuit judges, a 
majority of the U. S. senators and congressmen and other 
leading men of the State. The annual address was usually 
given by one of the great men of the nation. 

The society has never had a building to house its collec- 
tions nor adequate funds to publish its papers. Its member- 
ship fee has been one dollar per year until quite recently when 
it was raised to two. One dollar of this fee goes to the Indiana 
Magazine of History which is sent free to all members. A 
small donation is made annually by the State. It has never 
received but one gift or endowment. This was made by Hon. 
William H. English, its former president and one of the distin- 
guished historians of the State. 

The Society should have an income of $5,000 per year. 
Indiana has at least 5,000 men and women who are interested 
in the State’s history; and it is thought that  if the matter 
were brought to their attention they would help in the work. 
The membership fee is not a gift. The Society sends its pub- 
lications free to its members. These will cost on an average 
$1 per year. It also sends the Indiana Magazine of History, of 
which it is a joint publisher, free. The price of the Magazine 
itself is the same as the entire membership fee. 

For further information address 
CHARLES E. COFFIN, Secretary, 

Star Building, Indianapolis; CP 
INDIANA MAGAZINE OF HISTOBS’ 

Bloomington, I n d w  


