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The stories in this book will be of
particular interest to anybody who
is—or would like to become—famil-
iar with the work of the legendary
Ernie Pyle.

Evansville in World War 11
By James Lachlan MacLeod

(Charleston, S. C.: The History Press, 2015. Pp.

Paperbound, $21.99.)

In the modern collective memory of
Evansville, the World War 11 years
figure as the city’s greatest era. Pro-
grams, exhibits, and most of all books
continue to appear on the subject.
James Lachlan MacLeod’s Evansville
in World War II is the most recent ad-
dition to the collection of histories on
that era. After many recent pictorial
and reminiscence-style publications,
MacLeod’s book stands out as the first
scholarly work on the subject in some
time. The author, unlike many pre-
decessors, goes into the background
of events, and throughout the book
supplies appropriate illustrations to
convey his story.

In his introduction, MacLeod ac-
knowledges that he does not intend his
book as the last word on the subject,
but instead as an examination of sto-
ries which have been glossed over or
ignored by others. He begins with the
question: “Why did all this industrial
activity happen in Evansville?” (p.17).
MacLeod looks at the city’s entry into
World War 1I, as Evansville sought to
save its economic future while con-
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tributing significantly to the American
war effort. In his first few chapters,
he examines the work of several select
industries but avoids delving into an
overview of all of the city’s war work
and turning the book into a compilation
of how many bullets and planes were
manufactured and who made them.

The author’ final chapters explore
neglected topics such as changing
gender roles, race, war fundraising,
and even prostitution. The rapid
expansion of Evansville’s industry led
to severe housing shortages, and the
author looks at the associated prob-
lems and attempts that were made to
cope with the problems.

Finally, MacLeod considers the
cost of the war in military as well as
home front losses, specifically casual-
ties among the students and alumni
of what was then Evansville College.
Through a series of poignant short
stories, the author conveys the effect
of such wartime losses on both the
city and the college.

Some minor errors crop up in the
text, including MacLeod’s reference



to “plastic domes for such iconic
U.S. bombers as the P-29 [B-29]” (p.
14); and his mention of “the formal
surrender of Japan aboard the USS
Mississippi [Missouri]” (p. 111).
Despite such minor distractions,
James MacLeod has written the cur-
rent best introduction on the subject
of Evansville during World War II. His
book is highly recommended to those
with both new and long-time interests
in the period. The book should also
be of statewide interest, as events
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similar to those in Evansville occurred
throughout the state. MacLeod’s book
documents one part of the story that
changed twentieth-century Evans-
ville, Indiana, and America.
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Methodism in the American Forest

By Russell E. Richey

(New York: Oxford University Press, 2015. Pp. 230. Appendix, notes, index. $55.00.)

Russell E. Richey is now well estab-
lished as the preeminent contem-
porary interpreter of the history of
American Methodism, and his latest
volume, with the intriguing title
Methodism in the American Forest,
marks yet another original contri-
bution to the understanding of the
Methodist past. Richey is unsurpassed
in his encyclopedic grasp of the jour-
nals, diaries, sermons, minutes, and
records of Methodist conferences and
preachers in the first century of Meth-
odism in America (1760s through the
1800s). Each time he returns to these
materials, he discovers a fresh angle
of vision.

In this study, Richey explores the
relationship of Methodism to the
natural environment. Pushing well
beyond the standard presentations

of Methodism as a religious organiza-
tion uniquely suited to expansion on
the American frontier, Richey leads
the reader into the woods—both lit-
eral and figurative—that Methodists,
particularly the itinerating preachers,
actually experienced in their travels.
He assimilates their observations and
reflections into three predominant
metaphors by which they understood
the American forest: as shady grove or
natural cathedral for preaching and
song; as garden for meditation and
prayer apart from the everyday world;
and as wilderness that constituted
both challenge and opportunity for an
expanding society and church.
Richey guides the reader through
layers of interpretation of these
metaphors in successive chapters
that move from practice to theol-
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