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The Reverend Pearl May Patrick: Indiana Progressive 1875-1962,
One of America’s First Ordained Women

By Patrick Brantlinger

(Lewiston, N.Y.: Edwin Mellen Press, 2015. Pp. 340. Bibliography, index. $179.95.)

Patrick Brantlinger has written a
loving tribute to his redoubtable
grandmother, the Rev. Pearl May
Patrick (1875-1962). In doing so,
he has also recreated the late nine-
teenth- and early twentieth-century
era of Progressive thought in politics,
economics, and religion.

Born on a small farm near Peru,
Indiana, in 1875, Pearl was allowed
to finish her schooling only through
the eighth grade. Insisting that edu-
cation was fitting only for his sons
(who attended college) but not for
his daughter, Pearl’s father denied her
further education. When her family
life became unbearable, she left home
at an early age and supported herself.
She enjoyed two felicitous marriages,
one to the Universalist minister David
Asbury Patrick (to whom she was
married from 1906 until his death in
1920) and the other to Samuel Carl
Mock, a Universalist widower with five
children whom she married in 1922.

Pearl May Patrick led a full life.
In 1899, with the encouragement
of her first husband, she became a
Universalist minister. Patrick was
also dedicated to social reform move-
ments, in particular women’s suffrage.
She raised two daughters with her
first husband, and then presided over
a large extended family after her mar-
riage to Mock.

Both Pearl May and her first hus-
band advocated “the gospel of hope,”
believing (as Unitarian Universalists
still do) in “the common humanity of
all souls” (p.1). This gospel informed
not only their religious beliefs (par-
ticularly the conviction that salvation
is universal because a loving God
would not punish those whom He
has made in His image), but also their
social mores: loving and serving the
neighbor, welcoming those who are
different, and reaching out to those
most in need.

Like some others who took part
in the women’s suffrage movement,
Pear] May Patrick was drawn to the
ideals of the Socialist Party under the
leadership of Eugene Debs. As early
as 1880, Debs had asked Susan B.
Anthony to speak in Terre Haute, con-
vinced that enfranchising women was
an important class issue. Brantlinger
writes that “for Pearl and many oth-
ers, an appealing aspect of both Uni-
versalism and the Socialist Party was
the support they gave to the campaign
for women’s rights” (p. 227).

As a supporter of Debs and the
Socialist Party, Patrick also came
under the influence of the outspo-
ken advocate of women’s rights Kate
Richardson O’Hare and shared her
concern for the plight of working
women. O’Hare asserted that “lacking



the vote, most women would remain
subservient...without means of self
defense. [A woman| owns nothing not
even her life: she is not able to sell her
labor power for enough property to be
taxed. If service be the price of the bal-
lot then... she has paid it a thousand
times. She has mothered...clothed
and fed us; trained our children in
our schools, washed linen, scrubbed
floors...nursed us when sick and
stitched our shrouds when we died.
From the cradle to the grave, women
of the working class have served man-
kind” (O’Hare, quoted p. 105).
Brantlinger charts Patrick’s re-
markable journey from a conven-
tional upbringing to her full ordina-
tion as a Universalist pastor in 1920,
when she became one of a very few
women ministers in America. Fit-
tingly, her ordination occurred in the
same year as the ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment granting
women the vote. Patrick was proud
of her status as a working woman;
she was fortunate to find soul mates
in both her husbands and a home in
a religion which sought to appeal to
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a broad base of men and women who
often had limited financial means and
were predominantly self-educated.

Brantlinger includes extensive
footnotes and a robust bibliography
in his book. Readers owe him a debt
for bringing the story of his remark-
able grandmother to life. Pearl May
Patrick’s indomitable spirit and cour-
age shine throughout this tribute. As
Martha Vicinius observes in her fore-
word, “While Pearl and so many other
Christian reformers, socialists and
idealists have been largely forgotten,
their legacy of sowing hope, spiritual,
political and social continues to this
day” (p. iii).
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The Doc and the Duchess: The Life and Legacy of George H. A.

Clowes
By Alexander W. Clowes

(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2016. Pp. xvi, 211. Illustrations, appendices, notes,

bibliography, index. $25.00.)

Alexander W. Clowes was racing
against his own mortality while writ-
ing the biography of his grandfather,

Dr. George H. A. Clowes. Any cri-
tique, therefore, is difficult to offer in
view of these special circumstances.
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