REVIEWS

Mapping Indiana: Five Centuries of Treasures from the Indiana

Historical Society

Erin Kirchhoff, Eric L. Mundell, and Amy Vedra, compilers
Introductory essays by Donald Cresswell and Nicole Etcheson
(Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society Press. 2015. Pp. 312. Illustrations. $59.95.)

This year, Hoosiers celebrate the bi-
centennial of Indiana’s entry into the
Union as the nineteenth state. This
significant event provides the perfect
occasion for publication of a beau-
tifully produced and impressively
large and heavy book. Although
Mapping Indiana appeared on the
eve of the bicentennial, it has been
in the works for ten years, and its
content suggests progress in gaining
historians’ acceptance of the map as
a historical document and not just an
attractive illustration. Far too many
scholars have ignored cartographic
collections, including the treasures
of the Indiana Historical Society. But
as this sampling of the society’s rich
map collection demonstrates, maps
depict and document the structure
upon which historical events were
played out.

Maps provide a sense of place at
any number of scales. This volume
has something for everyone—from
sweeping overviews of the center of
the continent from which Indiana
would emerge to the minute details
of city plans and trolley route maps.
The writers and editors have done a
great service in illustrating through
maps the formation of the state of
Indiana. Having relatively few eas-
ily recognizable natural boundaries
(other than the Ohio River in the
south and the Wabash marking part
of the west), Indiana did not stand out
on a continental map like the mitten
of neighboring Michigan—that is,
until the artificial lines of its eastern
and northern political boundaries
were drawn and the familiar shape of
modern Indiana appeared on the map.

Mapping Indiana is divided into
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two parts: “Curators’ Choices” and
“Cartographically Speaking.” The
curators’ favorites are those maps that
show the steady accumulation of car-
tographic knowledge about the land
area that would come to be known
as Indiana. Their selections include
many seminal titles, beginning with
Sebastien Munster’s Die Neuwen Inseln
of the 1540s, which presents a North
America without the defining shapes
of the Great Lakes. They progress
through examples of seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century cartography to
important post-statehood maps, such
as Anthony Finlay’s Indiana of 1821
and 1831, that clearly and recogniz-
ably represent the modern bounds of
the state and depict it as it filled in
from south to north with counties,
towns, topography, and man-made
features. An essay by the curators
accompanies each map and places
it within the context of Indiana’s
development.

The maps selected for “Carto-
graphically Speaking” are presented
in much the same fashion, although
their eclectic variety explores some of
the many different genres that might
be found: automobile maps, birds’-
eye views, maps of the local scene,
maps of rivers, tourist maps, politi-
cal maps, and many other categories.
Historians should find value in the
specialized information contained in
these documents.

In his introductory essay, “From
Exploration to Statehood: Indiana’s
Evolution on the Map,” noted map
scholar Donald Cresswell summarizes
the early cartography of the state and
presents images of some of the most
important maps of the colonial era. A
second introductory essay by Nicole
Etcheson, “Indiana on the Map,” adds
further insights into the relationship
of mapping and populating Indiana.
The two essays serve as useful in-
troductions for the individual maps
that follow.

Mapping Indiana does a fine job of
showcasing the cartographic holdings
of the Indiana Historical Society. Itis
very large (17” x 13”), a useful feature
when reproducing maps with all their
detail. Sections of some of the larger
maps are presented as enhanced views
or details that can be studied with
greater care. Although this volume
is coffee-table-book sized, its content
is sound and well documented. All
maps are presented in color which is
of generally good quality, with only
a few of the detail images being a bit
muddy. Thisis an attractive book that
will be enjoyed by map enthusiasts
and those interested in Indiana and
midwestern history.
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