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mistake—blaming the occupied for 
the horrors of occupation.  
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Johnny Appleseed and the American Orchard
A Cultural History
By William Kerrigan
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012.  Pp. xiii, 231.  Illustrations, notes, index.  
$25.00).

Johnny Appleseed is a mythological 
American icon, a quiet, nonviolent 
hero of the early republic.  Most 
Americans first encountered his 
story in elementary school or in the 
Disney movie.  His legend is told in 
more than 100 books, most of them 
aimed at younger readers.  Appleseed 
supposedly lived a pious, simple life, 
wandering west from Pennsylvania 
in bare feet and planting apple seeds 
across the southern Great Lakes re-
gion.  He is remembered as a pacifist 
and a vegetarian, a man trusted by 
natives and white pioneers, and a 
meek person who reportedly refused 
to start a fire for fear that the flames 
would kill mosquitoes.  William Ker-
rigan’s fine book portrays a man quite 
different from the myth.  Appleseed’s 
real name was John Chapman, and 
his life was far more nuanced and 
complex than the legend.

Chapman led an eccentric, bach-
elor life bereft of the normal baggage 
that represented success in his time.  
Kerrigan’s explanation of his uncom-
mon life helps us to understand his 

world.  His engaging study places 
Chapman within the economic, 
cultural, and social context of the 
early nineteenth century, using what 
documents exist to explain the man 
and his motivations.  Readers will find 
this concise monograph useful as an 
introduction to life on the midwestern 
frontier, in particular the impact of 
the market revolution and westward 
migration on average people.  

Chapman was born in Massa-
chusetts in 1774.  His family did not 
benefit from the American Revolu-
tion, losing their land during the 
economic depression of the 1780s.  
Unable to pay taxes, they forfeited 
their property and fell victim to the 
same inequality that sparked Shays’ 
Rebellion.  John Chapman drifted into 
western Pennsylvania in the 1790s, 
living in a middle ground between 
white and Indian society.  He began to 
plant apple orchards, probably using 
easily carried seeds discarded from 
cider mills.

Chapman appears in 1799 mer-
chant ledgers in Pennsylvania, bring-
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ing bushels of corn for sale.  He 
bought alcohol, tobacco, pork, sugar, 
and shoes.  Some of those purchases 
raise questions about the virtuous 
life attributed to the legend, although 
Chapman may well have practiced 
such habits much later in life.  He 
seems to have tried to acquire land 
by right of improvement but lost his 
claims to others.  By 1801, he had 
moved further west to Ohio, selling 
seedlings for three or five cents each 
and in return accepting almost any 
payment.  Chapman continued to 
speculate, unprofitably, in land.  He 
lived an austere life, sleeping outside 
and wearing clothing sometimes 
made of coffee sacks.  By the end of 
his life in 1846 he had moved west 
again to Indiana.

John Chapman’s life, which Kerri-
gan argues may have been a rejection 
of the growing materialism of market 
capitalism, tells us much about the 
early republic.  Kerrigan’s dogged 
research and clear, lively writing 
strip away the mythology to reveal 
an impractical and unusual, though 
fascinating, individual.  Academics 
and general readers will want to add 
this title to their bookshelves.
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Was President Abraham Lincoln—
author of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation and leader of one of the 
most significant social movements 
in United States history—the “Great 
Emancipator” or the reluctant abo-
litionist whose belief in the Con-
stitution and the supremacy of the 
Union dictated an opaque policy and 
contradictory concessions in an effort 
to achieve peace?  Such questions 
have persisted since the time of the 
Civil War.  In Freedom National, James 

Oakes paints a persuasive picture of 
an ideologically determined president 
whose policies, from the outset of the 
rebellion, reflected the notion that the 
Union could not be preserved with 
slavery—the fundamental cause of 
secession—intact.  

Oakes argues that Lincoln’s actions 
regarding slavery grew from Republi-
can ideological roots that far predated 
the outbreak of sectional violence. 
This rhetoric, he writes, stressed that 
“the Constitution restricted slavery 


