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diligent reader can easily become
bogged down in Hall's text.

Yelt Richardson clearly accom-
plishes her goal ol reinvigorating
inrerest in Hall and his book. She
breathes new life into Hall’s history
by lilting captivating accounts lrom
his cumbersome rhetoric. The read-
¢t is treated to humoerous vignettes,
such as the description of one of the
Halls’s earliest encounters with their
new Indiana neighbors, who served
corn pones “hard enough to do exe-
cution from cannon” during one
night spent in a “miserable cabin...a
harbarous rectangle of unhewed and
unbarked logs” (pp.52-33). Poignant
accounts, including the burial ol an
Indian baby and the loss of loved ones
to scarlet fever, illuminate the hard-
ships ol lile that are otherwise buried
in Hall’s prose. Throughout, Richard-
son places Hall’s story into historical
context, and she includes many anec-
dotes that signilicantly add 1o Hall’s
memories of events.

By meticulously documenting
Hall’s life story and offering insight
inte his personal wrials, Richardson
hopes to “set the record straight” on
aman she believes to have been “mis-

Shadow of Shiloh

understood, misjudged, and misread”
(p. 1). Whether or not she succeeds
in accomplishing that goal will
depend on the views ol her readers,
some of whom, for example, may
consider Hall’s harsh depiction of [U
president Andrew Wylie unlorgivable.

A brief listing and description of
the editions of Hall's book (including
James Woodburn’s 1916 centennial
edition), would have been helplul, The
lack of n-text citation is the only other
detraction from this otherwise mpres-
sive addition to Indiana history,
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Major General Lew Wallace in the Civil War

By Gail Stephens
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hibliography, index. 527.93.)

“Who was Lew Wallace,” asks Gail
Stephens, in her recent biography of

the famed author and Civil War
soldier. “First and foremost,” she



answers, he was an “adventurous and
intelligent man,” yet he sometimes
played “last and loose with (he truth”
(p. 237). In lile and letters, Wallace
used war as an opportunity to acquire
fame and fortune. His 1906 autobi-
ography, while wonder(ully descrip-
tive, remains “maddeningly lacking”
in important details.

Although author of the highly
acclaimed Ben-Hur: A Tale of the
Christ, Wallace is best known for
having gotten lost on the way to the
Baitle of Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862).
Contused by contradictory orders to
proceed via conflicting routes, Wal-
lace and the men of the 11th Indiana
Regiment arrived ai the batlelield on
the evening of April 6, too late in the
day to be useful to Gen. Ulysses S.
Granl. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, who
arrived the same evening, lerried his
soldiers of the Army of the Ohio
across the swollen Tennessee River
and launched an ollensive the [ol-
lowing morning which turned the
tide of the battle and resulted in the
Union'’s victory.

Wallace became the scapegoal lor
the Union’s near failure at Shiloh, par-
ticularly when Northerners learned
ol the horrilying number ol casual-
ties. Gen. Henry Halleck placed con-
siderable blame on Wallace, arguing
that his incompetence in not arriving
at the battlelield until evening near-
ly cost Grant his army. Two months
later, Wallace was reassigned to
delend Cincinnati against Conleder-
ale Gen. Braxton Bragg's possible
invasion of Kentucky. He continued
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to redeem himself when he managed
to delay Jubal Early’s raid on Wash-
ington, D.C,, at the Batle of Mono-
cacy (July 9, 1864) near Frederick,
Maryland. Though his troops were
defeated, Wallace’s stand allowed
Washington delenses Lime 10 prepare
to defend the city: Grant relieved him
days after the battle but later rein-
stated him.

Stephens provides an insightlul,
albeit briel, account of the native
Hoosier and his long life after the
Civil War, She portrays him as an
ambitious scholar, gifted in oratory
and with pen. In 1843, at the age of
sixteen, Wallace worked in the Mar-
ion County clerk’s ollice and wrole
speeches for legislators in his spare
time. He expanded his literary pur-
suils with a novel about the Spanish
conguest of Mexico, which was later
published as The Fair God (1873).
Although he joined the Indianapolis
militia, he was more interested in
studying law, the profession of his
tather and older brother. The out-
break of the Mexican War inspired
him to volunteer [or the military. Alter
the war, he returned to Indiana where
he practiced law. By the mid-1850s,
an interest in politics drew him into
elective office. He hecame a promi-
nent Demaocrat and was elected to the
Indiana Senate for one term. When
the Civil War erupled, he accepled a
commission as colonel of the 11th
Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

Aller the war, Wallace's legal acu-
men made him an ideal member of
both the military commission that
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tried the Abraham Lincoln conspira-
tors and the court-martial board that
condemned Andersonville comman-
dant Henry Wirz. In 1880, Ben-Hur,
his greatest literary accomplishment,
became a best-selling novel and
earned him considerable fame. Over
time, however, Wallace’s literary
achieverments would be eclipsed by
the controversy associated with his
late arrival at one ol the Civil War's
greatest battles.
Well-researched, insightfully
argued, and Tucidly written, Stephenss

Hanna’s Town
A Little World We Have Lost
By W. William Wimberly 11

perceptive account of Lew Wallace
provides a wondertul addition to the
growing literalure on Hoosiers in the
Civil War. Her story reminds us of
how the events of a single day can
overshadow a persons lifelong
achievements.
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William Wimberly, retired Preshyte-
rian minister and author of Hennal
Town, grew up in Wabash, Indiana,
surrounded by the “uniquely gor-
geous” nineteenth-century buildings
that rise on the bluff above the com-
mercial district. With the perspective
of a returned native son, Wimberly
undertakes a journey back to the
years when this “acropolis” was cre-
ated. His purpose is to uncover the
spirit of this earlier town in order to
explain the origins of Wabash’s
unusual, almost religious, sense ol
pride and confidence.

The author’s leisurely journey
begins in 1902 with the unheralded
transler ol the remains of Lown
founder Hugh Hanna from the old
cemetery near the Wabash River to a

new site on higher ground. The story
then moves backward to the 1826
Treaty ol Paradise Springs, which
opened the Miami Indians’ land to
white developers, and to the arrival
of Hanna in 1835. In a roughly
chronological progression, Wimber-
ly narrates the digging of the Wabash
and Erie Canal and the growth of the
town’s commercial area. He relates the
townfolks’ great patriotic fervor to
save the Union, in battde and on the
home front. With visceral detail, the
author slogs through muddy streels
and views histeric fires and floeds.
Along the way, church leaders, edu-
cators, and women'’s club leaders tame
the wilderness; civic [athers build the
first courthouse and its later grand

replacement. Local villains and
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