LETTERS

To the Editor

Your review of Dark Union in the September 2006 IMH (pages 283 to 285)
was cogent and well-balanced. As your reviewer, Michael W. Pfau, men-
tions, the citations provided by that book’s authors Leonard E Guttridge
and Ray A. Neff tend to be woefully vague. However, your reviewer com-
pletely omits one of the book’s major contentions—namely, that John
Wilkes Booth survived for many years after 1865. And on that theme, the
book’s citations are not vague. After reading the book, I went to Special
Collections at Indiana State University Library and was favorably impressed
by the documentation that is now held there related to John Wilkes Booth’s
post-1865 survival. Some of that documentation is now posted on the
internet and can be viewed by going to: http://library.indstate.edu/
about/units/rbsc/neff/neff-idx.html It is clearly time to test a DNA sam-
ple from the alleged vertebra bone of John Wilkes Booth that is held at
the Navy Medical Museum in Washington, D.C. But unless influential
U.S. Civil War historians issue a public call for such a DNA test, it evi-
dently will not occur. And the government has recently made such a test
more difficult by encasing the vertebra bone in plastic.
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