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text” (p. xiv), he treats the Tewe Haute 
Tribune’s June 1950 editorials on Tru- 
man’s initial commitment of combat 
troops only after narrating the actual 
impact of early combat on Nelson, 
Young, and Cox. Mills also does not 
quite explain why Indiana offers “a 
particularly important case study” 
other than to note that the state lay 
at the “demographic heart of the 
country” at the time (p. xiii). 

Still, Mills’s heartfelt tribute to 
the ordinary soldier, replete with 
touching anecdotes of bereaved fam- 

ilies, reminds the reader of the reali- 
ties of war for Americans, and espe- 
cially for Hoosiers. Mills’s eye for the 
illuminating quotation and illustra- 
tive anecdote makes this book a pleas- 
ure to read and a useful tool for the 
teacher. He indeed honors those who 
paid the price. 

KEVIN SMITH is associate professor of 
history at Ball State University and is 
currently researching the role of 
“Hoosier Statesmen” in American for- 
eign policy. 
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Writing a history of urban universi- 
ties is a challenging task--one rea- 
son why these new studies of Indiana 
University-Purdue University Indi- 
anapolis (IUPUI) and Indiana Uni- 
versity Northwest (IUN) make a 
contribution to a growing body of 
historical literature. Both studies 
begin appropriately on a defensive 
note. The origins, growth, and devel- 
opment of these twentieth-century 
urban satellite campuses-exten- 
sions of a powerful nineteenth-cen- 
tury rural institution-number 

among Indiana’s best kept secrets. 
Urban universities founded in the 
second half of the twentieth centu- 
ry have struggled to establish iden- 
tities of their own while still 
confronting the needs of disparate 
and often conflicting constituencies: 
among them city and state politi- 
cians, admissions from a racially and 
economically diverse mix of students 
(many of them first-generation com- 
muters from inner city schools), 
research and teaching faculties, 
neighborhood economic interests, 
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and not least a central institution 
using its influence to retain control 
over satellites. IU is the elephant 
looming in the background. 

The contemporary historian of 
the late twentieth-century metropol- 
itan “un-iversity” needs to gather up 
the segmented pieces and assorted 
fragments from a multitude of local 
perspectives over many decades and 
bring them into focus as a coherent 
and recognizable whole. Parts of an 
institution, assembled from exten- 
sions, do not necessarily total a com- 
prehensive place. Ralph D. Gray, 
professor emeritus of history, suc- 
ceeds in laying this important 
groundwork for IUPUI. Using sources 
drawn primarily from printed insti- 
tutional documents, he surveys in 
detail the origins of extension divi- 
sions and professional schools from 
1891, to the creation of a merged 
IUPUI in 1969, through the campus’s 
subsequent developments. He pays 
special attention to administration at 
all levels (including such chancellors 
and major players as Maynard Hine, 
Glenn Irwin, Gerald Bepko, and the 
Lilly Foundation), as well as to the 
drive for academic respectability, the 
teaching program, campus sports, and 
student activities. 

As Gray demonstrates, mergers 
are dicey business. One of the most 
interesting sections of his narrative 
documents the politics swirling 
around the merger in 1969, a process 
“difficult to reconstruct” as Indi- 
anapolis transformed itself, accord- 
ing to one observer, “from a sleazy 

state capital into a world-class city” 

Gray’s comprehensive history is 
enthusiastic and upbeat, highlighting 
a story of leadership and achievement 
in each of the major schools and a 
broad variety of sponsored projects 
and programs. In part, the result is a 
reference work, testimony to the insti- 
tutional complexity meshing indi- 
viduals and facilities that made the 
merger work. The index and notes are 
useful navigational tools in this book. 
Thanks to Gray’s work, historians and 
supporters of urban higher education 
now have a better understanding of 
the contours of the institutional land- 
scape of what is, fortunately, no 
longer a best-kept secret. 

By comparison to Gray’s top- 
down institutional history, editors 
James Lane and Paul Kern concen- 
trate on the bottom-up social history 
of IUN since its move to Glenn Park 
in 1959. Stitching together a trove of 
oral interviews within the narrative 
outline of departments and programs, 
the editors capture the interplay of 
people- each with distinctive back- 
grounds, ambitions, opinions, pas- 
sions, and career paths-residing on 
an urban campus. Incongruity, irony, 
and dissident points of view charac- 
terize this non-linear approach to his- 
torical narrative. 

Lane and Kern’s publication, a 
volume in the Steel Shavings journal 
series, is appropriately entitled “Edu- 
cating the Calumet Region.” IUN 
acted as a vibrant stage upon which 
students made the transition to a 

(pp. 80,451. 
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working world, faculty pursued 
careers of their own, and administra- 
tors came and went-all while major 
happenings like the Vietnam War, 
counterculture movements, and the 
decline of manufacturing played out 
in the larger world. The editors, par- 
ticipant observers speaking through 
informants, provide often irreverent 
and sharp commentary as they dis- 
play the candid side of the higher 
learning process. For instance, a stu- 
dent grouses about history professors 
“attacking things I grew up believ- 
ing,” or being “outraged at the things” 
the Pentagon Papers exposed. Reac- 
tions such as these from blue-collar 
students came with the territory, as 
did the reactions of veterans and older 
students returning to a school they 
could financially afford. Unlike their 

downstate peers, commuting urban 
students are not sequestered in the 
culture of cloistered towns. And 
urban universities like IUN (and 
IUPUI) became a microcosm of soci- 
ety, with all its warts and cross pur- 
poses as well as its strengths and 
creativity. This volume provides the 
historian of education with original 
points of view and leads for further 
work. Mistaken in my view, the edi- 
tors decided to omit citation of their 
sources, thinking they would be dis- 
tracting. The original manuscript, 
with notes intact, is deposited in the 
Calumet Regional Archives. 

BURTON J. BLEDSTEIN is professor of 
history at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. 
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Whatever the public’s infatuation with 
the Amish, these books prove that a 
place remains for the serious and 
responsible study of Amish life. In a 
field that has focused disproportion- 
ately upon the Amish in Pennsylva- 
nia-and especially Lancaster County 

(from John A. Hostetler’s early stud- 
ies to Donald B. Kraybill’s recent 
works)-Harroff and Pratt promise 
to provide fresh insight based on the 
experiences of the Amish in Indiana. 

The two books are quite dissimi- 
lar. Shipshewana is a version of Pratt’s 


