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American ethnicity. His fifth, A Sing-
ing Ambivalence: Immigrant Songs,
1830-1930, will be published in 2004

Beyond the Battlefield

by Kent State University Press. He
currently is working on a history of
metropolitan folk festivals.

Race, Memory, and the American Civil War

By David W. Blight

(Ambherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2002. Pp. xi, 301.
Notes, index. Clothbound, $70.00; paperbound, $19.95.)

This work is a collection of twelve
essays and lectures that the author
contributed to the subfield of “mem-
ory studies” over a fifteen-year span
ending in 1998. These essays address
Dwight W. Blight’s primary scholarly
concerns: “the meaning of the causes,
course and consequences of the Amer-
ican Civil War; the nature of African
American history and the significance
of race in American history generally;
and the character and purpose of the
study of historical memory” (p. ix).
After an introduction intended as
a primer on the telationship between
history and memory, Beyond the
Battlefield is organized into three sec-
tions. The first part, “Preludes,” con-
tains four chapters that treat the
coming of the Civil War. One of the
most appealing, a lecture delivered on
the centennial observance of the death
of Frederick Douglass, examines how
the black leader’s three autobiogra-
phies attempted to order the passage
of time. The second part, dealing with
the war, is the lengthiest portion of
the book. Those familiar with Blight's
Race and Reunion: The Civil War in
American Memory (2001) will find
that the five chapters in this section

cover the same ground as that highly
acclaimed book.

The third part, “Postludes,” com-
prises two chapters and an epilogue.
In one, entitled “W. E. B. DuBois and
the Struggle for American Historical
Memory” (which previously appeared
in an anthology, History and Memory
in African-American Culture, eds. Gen-
evieve Fabre and Robert G. O’'Meally,
1994), Blight declares that “the real
tragedy of Reconstruction was not in
the history but in the histories” and
looks to a day “when the marketplace
for the construction of social memo-
ries . . . [is] as free and open as pos-
sible, while still firmly guided by the
rules of scholarship,” ensuring that
“the politics of remembering and for-
getting might be, here and there, over-
come” (p. 250). Whether that is “a
vain hope or a realized ideal remains
the principal challenge of all those
seriously interested in American his-
torical consciousness” (p. 251). In the
adjoining chapter, Blight assesses the
vision of the late Nathan Irvin Hug-
gins, chiefly through his imaginative,
though controversial Black Odyssey:
The African American Ordeal in Sla-
very (1977). A work that reflected the



influence of Oscar Handlin’s The Up-
rooted (1951), Black Odyssey’s chief tar-
get was what Blight labels the “Ban-
croftian paradigm”—the “master nar-
rative of providential destiny.” Blight
suggests the need for a “replacement
narrative”—one that, like Huggins’s
work, will pay attention to “contradic-
tion and irony and not flee from them”
(p. 273).

The chief value of this work lies
not in its essays on memory and the
Civil War. Readers interested in that
topic would be better served by examin-
ing Race and Reunion. Instead, Beyond
the Battlefield provides a succinct in-
troduction to what historians have been
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saying in the recent past about the dif-
ferences between and the similarities
of history and memory. Blight clearly
comes down on the side of conver-
gence—between, for instance, history
and literature, and especially poetry and
mythology. This work also allows read-
ers to explore the developing thought
of an important historian of the Civil
War and of African Americans.

DarreL E. BiGHAM is professor of his-
tory and director of Historic South-
ern Indiana at the University of South-
ern Indiana, Evansville. He is a mem-
ber of the United States Abraham Lin-
coln Bicentennial Commission.

(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2002. Pp. xiii, 308.
lustrations, maps, appendices, notes, bibliography, sources, index. $29.95.)

According to Webster’s, a revisionist
is simply “one who favors revision.”
Customarily, the term describes a his-
torian who alters previously accepted
interpretations of a historical event.
In this sense, William Marvel is surely
one of the most effective and reliable
revisionists in a field—Civil War his-
tory—long marked by romance and
legend and greatly in need of cleans-
ing. Marvel takes on the tough ones,
too: in the past he has considered
Ambrose Burnside and Andersonville
prison; in this volume he reconsiders
Robert E. Lee’s storied final campaign.
In a foreword, Marvel states that “no
episode of the war (perhaps not even

Gettysburg) has been so particularly
affected [by mythology] as the retreat
that ended at Appomattox” (pp. ix-
x). After identifying the prior romanc-
es, Marvel follows Lee and his beaten
Army of Northern Virginia from the
fall of Richmond and Petersburg to
William McLean’s Appomattox home,
where Ulysses S. Grant courteously
protected the dignity of his adversary
while accepting Lee’s surrender of
what remained of his army.

The defeat of the Confederacy was
the just outcome of its unjust and self-
destructive rebellion in behalf of pre-
serving the institution of slavery.
Nevertheless, the desperate last flight
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