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penchant for speed, numerous kindnesses among hustling travelers 
and local denizens, a backwoodsman’s family refusing to migrate to  
Illinois and “the finest land he has ever seen” (p. 55) ,  saline opera- 
tions, upwardly mobile immigrants, geologic and river formations, 
French and Spanish influences, Natchez strumpets, and flora and 
fauna, but virtually no deer, bear, or insects. 

In fact, much is revealed by what is not in the journal: mur- 
ders, scrapes with Indians, predators, mean-spirited people, and 
other conflict. Attentive to  detail and quick to spot troubles, Rodney 
would have noted violence had it occurred. Although his mates took 
potshots at raccoons, ducks, pigeons, and other wildlife, no shot was 
fired in anger. His journal is virtually conflict-free and abounds with 
instances of kindness and trust among strangers, Indians coming 
aboard, and perfect strangers meeting and getting along well via ad 
hoc activities. 

Technically, this work is virtually flawless. Dwight L. Smith 
and Ray Swick employ a sensible editorial policy. Endnotes illumi- 
nate significant people and places, idioms, context, and historio- 
graphical material. The editors, moreover, make modest claims and 
readily admit uncertainties. Nine illustrations, four adequate maps, 
an index, and rich primary and secondary sources (including mate- 
rial on epidemiology) grace the work. Although one could wish that 
Rodney had recorded far fewer sandbars and river bends, superb 
editing helps this work succeed. 
JAMES DAVIS, professor of history and political science at  Illinois College, Jacksonville, 
is the author of Frontier Illinois (1999). He is currently researching the Civil War and 
memory. 

John Quincy Adams. By Lynn Hudson Parsons. (Madison, Wis.: Madi- 
son House Publishers, Inc., 1998. Pp. xviii, 284. Illustrations, sug- 
gested reading, index. $29.95.) 

This volume is one of a series entitled American Profiles, edit- 
ed by Norman K. Risjord, who explains that he looks upon biography 
as “a pedagogical device,” designed “to sugarcoat the pill” of history 
(p. ix). Thus interpreted, biography is to  provide “a context for his- 
tory,” and the history here featured, according to Risjord, is to  cen- 
ter on the “debate whether American expansion meant that human 
slavery necessarily went with it” (pp. ix, xv). 

It is questionable whether Lynn Hudson Parsons held so lim- 
ited a view of the life of John Quincy Adams. In fact, through the 
first six of eight chapters, until the discussion of Adams’s congressional 
career in the mid-l830s, the only passages that relate Adams’s iden- 
tification of the slavery issue with American expansion are the 
accounts of the Louisiana Purchase, when the author comments that 
Adams “was ambivalent, even inconsistent” (p. 271, and the Missouri 
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Compromise, when although he opposed slavery and looked upon the 
debate as “the title-page to a great tragic volume,” he “for the most 
part . . . kept these thoughts to  himself‘ (p. 161). Parsons identifies 
Adams’s struggle in opposition to the “gag” rule, which banned read- 
ing of antislavery petitions before Congress, as a transition to “a new 
phase” in his career (p. 224). 

The volume provides an excellent chronological survey of Adams’s 
public life, a balanced account that covers the entire career in a mere 
268 pages, and a brief epilogue on the major achievements of his 
descendants. The author writes smoothly and organizes her materi- 
al effectively. Such compactness, however, leaves little space for inter- 
pretation. Three themes command the bulk of her attention: Adams’s 
strong nationalism, his eighteenth-century conceptions of political 
ethics, and his ultimate identification as an antislavery proponent. 

Adams’s heritage as the son of one of the country’s founders 
gave him a patriotic nationalism, but he adapted it into territorial expan- 
sionism, cultural and scientific advancement, commercial growth, 
and governmental facilitation of such development. Parsons accepts 
the view that Adams recognized the affinity of his programmatic 
goals to  the policies supported by Henry Clay, rather than to  the 
increasingly regionalized conceptions of the other presidential can- 
didates in 1824. She also notes that Adams’s political ineffectiveness 
sprang in large part from his beliefs that persons with talent and 
experience had a responsibility to enter public service and that their 
capabilities should draw public support without self promotion, even 
to the extent of tolerating disloyal subordinates. Parsons seems, how- 
ever, unable to explain the “change” she finds in the vehemence of Adams’s 
attacks upon slavery during his congressional career when it had 
not earlier been apparent. She attributes it less to  his opposition to 
slavery than to the restraints upon free speech imposed by congres- 
sional spokesmen for the slavocracy. She does not recognize that  
by the 1830s Adams had become convinced that his whole national 
program had succumbed t o  southern efforts t o  preserve “ the  
clanking chain of the Slave” through “boundless bribery to  the west 
. . . ” (Edward H. Tate, Jr., “Ten Unpublished letters of John 
Quincy Adams,” Hunt ington  Library Quarterly [April 19411, 

The volume lacks documentation, a deficiency most relevant to  
the limited dicussion provided on Adams’s private life. Parsons’s allu- 
sions to father John Adams’s correspondence with his son add a fresh 
dimension to the more commonly cited Adams record, but at the same 
time they minimize the domineering role frequently attributed to  
mother Abigail. Parsons describes Adams as socially boring and ill 
at  ease, strange characteristics for so experienced a diplomat. Else- 
where his conversational skills in small gatherings have been acclaimed. 
He seems to have led a somewhat boisterous life as a young lawyer; 
his letters to  his wife during periods of extended separation verge 

p. 383). 
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on the erotic; and the Adamses were a popular young couple at  the 
Prussian and Russian courts, an experience that served him well in 
his diplomatic career. Scholars who find such detail important must 
search in vain for explanations of such discrepancies. Manifestly 
designed to attract the general reader, the volume will serve that 
audience well. 
MARY W. M. HARGREAVES, professor emerita of history at the University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, was on the editorial staff of the Clay Papers Project from 1952 to  1979 and 
serves as a member of the advisory board of the Henry Clay Foundation in Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. She is the author of The Presidency ofJohn Quincy Adams (1985) and 
Dry Farming i n  the Northern Great Plains, Readjustment Years, 1920-1990 (1993). 

The Petticoat Affair: Manners, Mutiny, and Sex in  Andrew Jackson’s 
White House. By John F. Marszalek. (New York: Free Press, 
1997. Pp. viii, 296. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. 
$25.00.) 

The main character in this story is the well-known Peggy O’Neale, 
the young daughter of a Washington innkeeper in the early nine- 
teenth century. Her true name was Margaret, which John F. Marsza- 
lek uses throughout since he believes “Peggy” connoted moral 
disapproval by many of her contemporaries. His book is a well 
researched and fascinating biography as well as an important view 
of Jacksonian politics. Though undoubtedly not intended to relate to 
recent affairs of officeholders, it may interest readers all the more 
because of the timing of its publication. 

ONeale was well known to Andrew Jackson and his friend John 
Eaton when they both came to the capital in the 1820s and took lodg- 
ing at her father’s popular inn. They were fascinated by the attrac- 
tive Margaret, who was married to  John Timberlake, who died in 
1828 while on naval duty abroad. According to rumor Eaton carried 
on an affair with Margaret before he married her. 

Jackson soon became president and maintained his interest in 
the couple. In time, his friendliness became a determination to pro- 
tect Margaret from the kind of slander his own wife had recently suf- 
fered, which, he believed, had driven her to an early grave. Increasingly, 
this feeling took on political importance during Jackson’s presidency. 

When the wives of cabinet members refused to have anything 
to do with Margaret, the furious president hauled the secretaries to 
the White House for correction. If their wives did not socialize with 
Margaret, he thundered, he would dismiss any or all of his cabinet 
members. He dismissed or received resignations from all except for 
Secretary of State Martin Van Buren. Furthermore, he also broke 
relations with Vice President John C .  Calhoun, whom Jackson sus- 
pected was largely responsible for this social injustice. This was a 
novel reason for dismissing a cabinet. 




