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Fort Donelson’s Legacy: War and Society in Kentucky and Tennessee,
1862-1863. By Benjamin Franklin Cooling. (Knoxville: Uni-
versity of Tennessee Press, 1997. Pp. xx, 408. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $38.00.)

It is now generally believed by historians that the fall of Fort
Donelson to the Union in February of 1862 was a truly decisive event
in the Civil War. Benjamin Franklin Cooling, one of the very best
military historians of war in the West, is well aware of this. He writes,
“The western defense perimeter of the Confederacy had crumbled,
rebel forces from West Tennessee and northwestern Kentucky even-
tually withdrew all the way to northern Mississippi” (p. 26). The
almost uninterrupted Union advance in the West—where the war
was won and lost—may be said to have begun at Donelson, from
which it proceeded, sometimes haltingly, to Corinth, Stones River, Vicks-
burg, Chattanooga, Atlanta, and the March to the Sea. Cooling’s
intent, however, is not to tell this large story. As suggested by the book’s
subtitle, War and Society in Kentucky and Tennessee, 1862-1863, his
book concerns the relatively unknown, day-to-day war after Donel-
son in those states, and it tells an interesting and grim tale of bush-
whacking, guerrilla warfare, and vengeance. The point is that this
geography was strategically significant and contained a volatile mix
of citizens with deeply felt and conflicting loyalties to North and
South. Once the Confederacy’s defeat at Donelson opened this area—
the Mississippi valley—to further Union penetration, it became a
donnybrook of regular and irregular warfare.

Federal forces in this western theater were dominated by sol-
diers from Indiana and the other states of the Old Northwest. Fur-
ther, people from the upland South migrated to Indiana before, during,
and after the war. Thus, Hoosiers have a special relationship to this
area. Cooling has dug deeply to find this unknown story. It suggests
amoral: civil wars are not nice for the combative people left at home
anymore than they are for the soldiers. This book is highly recommended.
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Dear Poppa: The World War II Berman Family Letters. Compiled
by Ruth Berman. Edited by Judy Barrett Litoff. (St. Paul: Min-
nesota Historical Society Press, 1997. Pp. xxii, [317]. Notes,
illustrations. Clothbound, $29.95; paperbound, $15.95.)

In her earlier books, most notably Since You Went Away: World
War II Letters from American Women on the Home Front, Judy Bar-
rett Litoff collected previously neglected writings of women who were
separated from loved ones by war. Now she has edited a unique and
enjoyable volume of family letters. The Berman children of Min-





