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he carried during his service. To Linvill’s credit, however, two very 
helpful sections are included in the work, namely, Remley’s biogra- 
phy and a family genealogy, which enable the reader to follow Rem- 
ley’s civilian life and trace the persons referred to in his writings. 
The maps included in the book were taken from the atlas accompa- 
nying the Oficia2 Records, and while some are clearly reproduced, 
others are not so readable. 

Overall, the Montgomery County Historical Society should be 
commended for publishing this work. It is a solid collection of Civil 
War material by an articulate Hoosier soldier, and although Rem- 
ley did not provide all the details one might hope for, any accounts 
by a member of Wilder’s Brigade are certainly worth reading. 
JEFFREY L. PATRICK is employed by the National Park Service at Wilson’s Creek 
National Battlefield, Republic, Missouri. He is currently editing the Civil War diary 
of William Bluffton Miller. 

An Army of Women: Gender and Politics in Gilded Age Kansas. By 
Michael Lewis Goldberg. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1997. Pp. x, 313. Illustrations, notes, note on sources, 
index. $39.95.) 

After providing a brief historical perspective contrasting myths 
with the realities of Kansas communities during the Gilded Age, 
Michael Lewis Goldberg analyzes the importance of gender as it 
affected political and social circles. Initially the author focuses on 
the rise of the Woman Movement in Kansas, but later he broadens 
his scope to include the connections of the Woman Movement with 
other groups such as the Farmers’ Alliance and the Populist party, 
which shared an interest in women’s rights. Considerable attention 
is given to strategies employed by these groups to influence the rul- 
ing Republican leaders and in some cases also the Democrats. 

The Woman Movement in Kansas provided a political platform 
for urban, Anglo, middle-class women. Members of the movement 
intended to infuse the major political parties with respectable values, 
to banish chicanery and patronage, and to attack voter apathy and 
ignorance. Two organizations, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
(WCTU) and Kansas Equal Suffrage Association (KESA) made up 
the major components of the movement. The author compares and con- 
trasts the membership of these organizations. A particularly inter- 
esting part of the analysis deals with the context in which many 
members held nativist, racist, and classist beliefs that shaped the 
formation of their ideology and affected the selection of political 
stratngies and tactics. The author explains how these narrow views 
made outreach to other constituencies such as rural women and black 
women difficult and often led to innovative strategies that allowed 
members to retain their views and still support the cause. 
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Organizers for the Farmers’ Alliance had to convince isolated, 
rural people that they should have an effective political voice. Here 
again the intent was to improve the tone of the contemporary polit- 
ical scene. The alliance ideally encouraged women to exercise an 
equal political voice, but leadership rhetoric sometimes undermined 
this support. Nevertheless, strategies were devised to encourage the 
participation of rural women. For example, instead of the Woman 
Movement’s conventional confinement to the parlor, the alliance used 
gender-inclusive spaces to create family-based political communi- 
ties. Schoolhouses, picnic groves, and other community gathering 
places provided spaces hospitable to  both women and men. 

The Woman Movement, the Farmers’ Alliance, and affiliated 
groups all had to come to grips with the dilemma of partisan politics. 
Ideologically, they preferred to  remain nonpartisan, but in practice 
these groups had to figure out how to wield power by influencing 
those in control of political parties. In Kansas this meant coming to 
terms in some measure with the Republican leaders. The author pro- 
vides insight into the complicated political negotiations at local and 
state levels. 

The influence of a number of national figures such as Carrie 
Chapman Catt and Susan B. Anthony is mentioned, but a major con- 
tribution of this work lies in the inclusion of less well known figures 
such as Fanny &stall and Laura Johns, whose efforts to organize and 
confront the entrenched political machines were exceptional. These 
detailed descriptions of political confrontation at  the local and state 
level add an important dimension to the understanding of political 
change during the pursuit of women’s rights. 

This work by including gender as a primary variable has pro- 
vided a provocative and more realistic analysis of political intrigue 
during the Gilded Age. 
H. ELAINE LINDGREN is professor of sociology, North Dakota State University, Fargo. 
She is the author of Land In Her Own Name: Women as Homesteaders in North Dako- 
ta (1991, 1996). 

Holy Joe: Joseph W. Folk and the Missouri Idea. By Steven L. Piott. 
(Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1997. Pp. xi, 208. 
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95.) 

Missouri’s political history offers a variety of types, from the 
corrupt to the pure. Joseph W. Folk occupied a position near the lat- 
ter end of that spectrum. Many of his contemporaries, including Lin- 
coln Steffens and William Allen White, saw him in that way; so have 
later scholars, from Thomas S. Barclay, the author of the Dictionary 
ofAmerican Biography sketch in 1931, to  Louis Geiger, who pub- 
lished the first substantial biography (Joseph W. Folk of Missouri) 
in 1953, to the leading historians of Folk‘s time in Missouri: David 




