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Away, I'm Bound Away: Virginia and the Westward Movement. By
David Hackett Fischer and James C. Kelly. Catalogue of an
exhibition at the Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Octo-
ber 6, 1993—-May 31, 1994. (Richmond: Virginia Historical Soci-
ety, 1993. Pp. iv, 274. Illustrations, notes, maps, tables.
Paperbound, $19.95.)

This visually beautiful book is a significant extended historical
essay and a descriptive checklist for an exhibition that ran from
October, 1993, through May, 1994, at the Virginia Historical Soci-
ety. The two-part volume begins with the David Hackett Fischer
essay followed by a longer cataloguing of the two hundred items
that were on exhibit. In both parts pictures and maps abound, com-
plementing and enlivening the Fischer essay. The descriptive and
gemlike commentaries in the catalogue stand on their own as well
as serve to enhance the historical narrative. Altogether the sum is
greater than the parts.

Fischer has been a major contributor to American history for a
generation. His Albion’s Seed in 1989, the first of a series of five
books intended to “comprise a cultural history of the United States”
(p. vii), was a tour de force for American colonial cultural, social,
and economic history. Then came the extended essay in the volume
under review, followed in 1994 by Paul Revere’s Ride, which
received high praise as a great story and as a serious inquiry into
the meaning of liberty during the American Revolution.

With James C. Kelly, Fischer, in keeping with his grand plan in
Albion’s Seed, has presented a major comment on the significance
of the West in American history, always from the special vantage
point of Virginia. His perspectives are noteworthy as they contrast
with those of Frederick Jackson Turner and the “new western his-
torians.” Furthermore, many, if not most of the historians who have
written about the American West, starting with Turner, have
viewed American history looking from west to east. Not so Fischer.
Elaborating upon his discussions in Albion’s Seed, Fischer begins
his story in England, Scotland, and Ireland, which, in addition to
Europe, Africa, and the eastern woodlands of America, he sees as
the proper beginning points for the various and varied people of the
American West. His treatment of the seventeenth- and eighteenth-
century internal migration patterns sets a cultural and political
stage for the great expansion of the nineteenth century.

Fischer’s view that a modified version of the germ theory best
explains the nature of the movement west shows that after Ohio,
Indiana ranked highest among those northern states that became
home for transplanted Virginians. In the South only Kentucky and
Tennessee outranked the Hoosier state. The treatment of the move-
ment into Indiana is too brief, but overall the essay does serve to
embellish an already rich Indiana historiography on cultural and
demographic origins. For example, those readers of Oliver John-
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son’s Home in the Woods should enjoy a classic favorite even more
within the context of this new essay.

The Virginia Historical Society is presently faced with the
pleasant task of reprinting this book, which is already out of print
because of unexpected demand. A new edition with an altered for-
mat is scheduled for the near future.
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