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Of interest to barn enthusiasts is Ensminger’s new and more
comprehensive classification system of Pennsylvania bank barns.
He based the classification on a detailed examination of the “differ-
-ences in the specifications of the forebay and the process of its
integration into the barn frame” (p. 55). His classification scheme
accommodates Pennsylvania barns both within and outside the
Pennsylvania core area and is intended to help explain the evolu-
tion of this special barn form. Ensminger provides a thirty-four-
step diagram of the conjectured evolution of the Pennsylvania barn
and related barns in America, which he concludes was completed
by 1900.

Ensminger notes that “migration patterns correlate closely
with the distribution of Pennsylvania barns” (p. 151). As the con-
cept of the Pennsylvania barn spread across the country from the
Pennsylvania core, regions of Pennsylvania barn intensity formed.
Perhaps the single weakness of this generally well-researched
study was the author’s limited fieldwork in several of these Penn-
sylvania barn regions, especially Indiana. The author singles out
Pennsylvania barns in Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa,
Nebraska, Texas, the Far West, and Ontario. The only Indiana
connection was in Ensminger’s “hypothesis that there is a correla-
tion between Amish settlement and the presence of Pennsylvania
barns” (p. 163). Not only are Pennsylvania barns found in areas of
Indiana with no Amish communities, but Amish communities are
found with no Pennsylvania barns.

Ensminger is to be commended for his interest, enthusiasm,
and scholarship in his comprehensive study of the Pennsylvania
barn. The Pennsylvania Barn is essential reading for anyone inter-
ested in material culture and American vernacular barn architec-
ture.

SUSANNE S. RIDLEN teaches folklore and American studies courses at Indiana Uni-

versity Kokomo. Her special interest is in material culture, especially barns and
gravestones.

A History of Blacks In Kentucky: Volume 1, From Slavery to Segre-
gation, 1760-1891. By Marion B. Lucas. (Frankfort: Kentucky
Historical Society, 1992. Pp. xxii, 430. Tables, illustrations,
graphs, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)

A History of Blacks in Kentucky: Volume 2, In Pursuit of Equality,
1890-1980. By George C. Wright. (Frankfort: Kentucky His-
torical Society, 1992. Pp. 277. Illustrations, notes, bibliogra-
phy, index. $29.95.)

Marion B. Lucas has written an outstanding book on black
Kentuckians from slavery through the Civil War to the late nine-
teenth century. His thesis is that the desire and search for liberty
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and human rights has been an unending process and struggle.
Black Kentuckians never faltered despite violent opposition to
their liberty and progress.

Lucas engages the reader on subjects such as blacks’ labor, liv-
ing conditions, recreation, health, religion, and education. His
descriptions of slave families, slave mobility, the slave trade, slave
hiring, and resistance to slavery help Lucas to paint a vivid pic-
ture of the tragedy and triumphs of slaves and free blacks under
the peculiar institution.

His story of the Civil War and Reconstruction era is especially
noteworthy. Black Kentuckians comprised a significant percentage
of the Union forces. They struggled for freedom and citizenship
with dignity and fortitude. The obstacles were many, the heart-
breaks frequent. Progress was often slow, bitter, and painful in the
face of determined opposition by hateful whites holding onto old
patterns of race relations. Lucas reveals this story with an impres-
sive eye for detail and fine story telling that includes significant
pieces of local Kentucky history and that draws on extensive
research.

George C. Wright’s volume, In Pursuit of Equality, 1890-1980,
is an excellent continuation of the history of blacks in Kentucky
from the late nineteenth century to 1980. Wright’s research is
superb, and he possesses an engaging writing style. His thesis is
that blacks pursued liberty in America under the Constitution.
Blacks faced an emerging system of racial segregation and dis-
crimination, which denied them constitutional rights. They suf-
fered social and legal oppression and devastating poverty because
of limited opportunities under a racial caste system. Race relations
were deplorable as whites in many of Kentucky’s small rural com-
munities and towns engaged in violence and legal lynchings. State
terrorism was common. Many blacks were forced to flee their com-
munities and the state.

Blacks who remained in Kentucky engaged in heroic efforts at
self-improvement through education, religious institutions, moral
character, strong families, and property ownership. Some were
able to become successful entrepreneurs despite the many odds
against them. Most difficult were the attempts to establish public
schools. Many whites resisted and denied public funds. Blacks
eventually won limited funding, but resources and physical plants
of schools were invariably inadequate. Segregated schools and poor
education remained serious problems until the 1960s.

The 1950s and 1960s were the key times of change in Kentucky
as the modern Civil Rights movement gained momentum. In
Wright’s view the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP) in Kentucky was at the center of the Civil
Rights movement. Black Civil Rights leadership developed from its
ranks. The NAACP fought the essential court cases to desegregate
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education, housing, and public accommodations. Other Civil Rights
groups played important roles, too. The Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr., came to Kentucky in the 1960s to assist in organizing and
leading protest marches. Kentucky’s blacks and the NAACP, how-
ever, remained the core group in the fight for civil liberties and the
destruction of white authoritarianism.

Wright notes that from the 1950s to 1980 tremendous positive
changes occurred that improved the lives of blacks. Some old pat-
tern still lingered, however, suggesting that the democratic strug-
gle along the color line in Kentucky and the United States is not
over.

Lucas and Wright have written excellent accounts of the black
experience in Kentucky. The two volumes look at the broad sweep
of human experience and will be a model for many years. Lucas
and Wright show clearly that a democratic society can be racist,
oppressive, and brutal unless its people practice the democratic
creed toward all people.

BRUCE M. TYLER is professor of history, University of Louisville. He is the author of
From Harlem to Hollywood: The Struggle for Racial and Cultural Democracy,
1920-1943 (1992).

The Fine Hardwood Veneer Industry in the United States,
1838-1990. By John C. Callahan. (Lake Ann, Mich.: National
Woodlands Publishing Company, 1990. Pp. xvi, 368. Figures,
illustrations, charts, tables, bibliography, appendixes, indexes.
$32.00, plus $3.00 shipping and handling.)

John C. Callahan’s study of the American fine hardwood
veneer industry covers several subjects. Callahan, formerly a
forestry economics and policy professor at Purdue University,
writes about the entrepreneurs, business administrators, individu-
al corporations, and trade associations that developed this indus-
try. Callahan explains how the fine hardwood veneer industry has
been a global enterprise from the nineteenth century and how
changes in manufacturing technology led to the rise and fall of
American firms associated with the business.

Callahan adopts a regional focus to the organization of his
book. First, he discusses the importance of hardwood firms in the
northeast. Then, he moves to a discussion of the so-called “coastal
mahogany mills” located from Pennsylvania to Louisiana. Next,
Callahan devotes almost four chapters of the book to midwestern
firms, with extensive discussion given to major Indiana companies.
He finishes with a discussion of the trade association activities of
the member companies.

Callahan’s profiles of Indiana hardwood entrepreneurs consti-
tute the most important sections of the book. He discusses the



