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revival of interest in Shakerism after the 1960s that temporarily
saved the last two communities at Canterbury, New Hampshire,
and Sabbathday Lake, Maine.

In this rich offering of insights, there are a few flaws: Stein
sometimes makes assertions which he does not adequately docu-
ment, and he is rather weak in his picture of social and economic
life within the society. On the whole, however, he has written an
interesting work which establishes a new standard of truth and
completeness in Shaker scholarship. Yale University Press should
be commended for producing a book as handsome as it is scholarly.
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The Invisible Empire in the West: Toward a New Historical Ap-
praisal of the Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s. Edited by Shawn
Lay. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1992. Pp. 230.
Notes, tables, figures, index. $32.50.)

The thesis of Shawn Lay and the contributors to The Invisible
Empire in the West is that the Ku Klux Klan of the 1920s has been
misunderstood. Using the case study method, the authors examine
the Klan in Denver, El Paso, Anaheim, Salt Lake City, and Eu-
gene, Oregon. It makes sense to study the Klan in a decentralized
manner because the organization was decentralized and frag-
mented, changing color like a chameleon to meld with the local
environment.

Lay believes previous writers have exaggerated the violence of
the Klan and that sensationalized accounts are simplistic. The
Klan was not composed of marginal men animated by status anxi-
ety and was not dominated by fundamentalists, and there was sur-
prising diversity within its ranks. Never a monolithic movement,
it attracted idealists and reformers as well as bigots. Indeed,
Klansmen were no more bigoted than non-Klansmen; they were
simply activists. Puncturing stereotypes, the authors point out that
the Klan was populistic and advocated improved law enforcement,
better education, and municipal reform. Its objective was to enforce
prohibition and uphold the moral status quo. Klansmen disliked
chaos, relished order, and considered themselves patriotic. They
were average citizens, not social deviants.

The Invisible Empire in the West applies a higher level of so-
phistication to the Klan than previous studies. In an illuminating
introduction followed by a historiographical essay, the editor ar-
gues that older interpretations of the 1920s Klan were flawed by
prejudice, overgeneralizations, and a paucity of primary research.
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The authors do not consider the Klan an irrational response to
modernization; rather, it was a quite understandable, if simplistic,
response. Klansmen were hardly as innocent as Boy Scouts, and
many were intolerant and narrow-minded; but interpretations that
describe the Klan as a fringe movement reflect the biases of histo-
rians rather than the realities of the 1920s Klan.

Lay’s book is well conceived, thoroughly researched, and elo-
quently written. Indiana readers will find it of particular interest
because the Klan reached its apogee in the Hoosier State. The in-
terpretation of the contributors is not altogether new, nor is it cer-
tain that the conclusions about the Klan in the West, which
produced only 7 percent of Klan members, apply to the entire na-
tion. Nonetheless, The Invisible Empire in the West is a valuable
corrective grounded in substantial primary research that provides
new facts as well as a more realistic interpretation. The fact that
the Klan was relatively mainstream makes it all the more disturb-
ing; it would have been less dangerous if it had been an aberration.
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Engendering Culture: Manhood and Womanhood in New Deal
Public Art and Theater. By Barbara Melosh. (Washington,
D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1991. Pp. xiii, 297. Illus-
trations, appendix, notes, index. Clothbound, $60.00; paper-
bound, $24.95.)

The fact that Barbara Melosh announces in the introduction
to this work that her purpose is to “investigate gender representa-
tions in New Deal culture through a study of the paintings, sculp-
tures, and plays produced under two New Deal-sponsored
programs, the Treasury Section of Fine Arts and the Federal The-
atre Project” (p. 5) indicates scholars finally have reached a sophis-
ticated level of scholarship about the 1930s. Marlene Park and
Gerald E. Markowitz’s Democratic Vistas: Post Office and Public
Art in the New Deal (1984) provided a useful overview of the most
widespread public art program in American history. Since that
time, a few other works on the murals have appeared with a re-
gional orientation. Now, Melosh surveys the murals along with
plays produced by the Federal Theater to argue “for critical theory
grounded in historical evidence” (p. 8) while examining New Deal
culture “as a source that illuminates both feminism’s decline and
liberal reform” (p. 3).

Melosh locates her discussion somewhere between “postmod-
ernists”—a term she uses rather than “poststructuralist” because
she wants to include “cultural developments outside the realm of
literary criticism” (p. 9)—and “materialists,” with just a bit of a



