Book Reviews 161

terms as governor of his native Maine. Trulock details how Cham-
berlain’s character was shaped, in part, by his demanding father,
who taught him perseverance; and how it was tempered in the
forge of battle, which, Chamberlain believed, was “a test of char-
acter; it makes bad men worse and good men better” (p. 340).

Chamberlain’s Civil War service, of course, is the heart of the
book. Trulock’s knowledge of the Civil War and deep understand-
ing of Chamberlain is evident as she follows her subject through
the travail of battle. Her description of Chamberlain at Gettysburg
and on the White Oak Road before Petersburg are among the most
vivid descriptions of combat that this reviewer has read.

It is unfortunate that Civil War enthusiasts will hear no more
from Alice Rains Trulock, as she died shortly before her book was
published. Yet with In the Hands of Providence, she has provided
one of the finest Civil War biographies ever written—a book that
will stand as a monument to a great man and as a memorial to a
fine writer.

ROBERT GARTH SCOTT is the author of Into the Wilderness with the Army of the Po-
tomac (1985, 1992) and editor of Fallen Leaves: The Civil War Letters of Major

Henry Livermore Abbott (1991). He is currently writing a biography of General
Francis Channing Barlow.

The Custer Reader. Edited by Paul Andrew Hutton. (Lincoln: Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press, 1992. Pp. xiv, 585. Illustrations,
notes, maps, bibliographical essay, sources, index. $40.00.)

Well, it is about time! Someone has finally produced a book to
guide the unsuspecting neophyte onto the foreboding plains where
George Armstrong Custer played out his destiny. Paul Andrew
Hutton was clearly the person for the job. A recognized authority
on the Indian wars, he has also dedicated a significant part of his
career to the study of popular culture. Those two interests intersect
spectacularly at a place, south central Montana on the banks of
the Little Big Horn, at a time, June 25, 1876, and in a man, George
Armstrong Custer.

The Custer Reader is a carefully compiled collection of schol-
arly articles and firsthand accounts that together comprise the
cream of the vast amount of literature on Custer and his times. In
addition, photographic essays and maps add additional spice to the
mix. The book is intended for the beginner and should be featured
as a “Best Buy” at any place stocking Custeriana.

Anyone who has been exposed to the arcane world of Custer
literature can attest to the fact that the mix of sense and nonsense,
truth and fancy that comprise that literature is heady and addic-
tive. Hutton has assembled in 585 pages all the information one
needs to know about Custer, his times, and his battle. Once those
pages have been read, the reader knows all any sensible person
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needs to know on the matter. But if at that point the reader’s
senses fail, Hutton conveniently includes a list of the ten best
books for those who want or need more (it really is only nine be-
cause The Custer Reader is included as one of the ten). Those who
read all the books and articles mentioned in that essay are truly
fit to ride with Custer.

RoBERT T. SMITH lives in Billings, Montana, not far from the Little Big Horn Na-
tional Battlefield and would have preferred to ride with Crook.

The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Soci-
ety of Believers. By Stephen J. Stein. (New Haven, Conn.:
Yale University Press, 1992. Pp. xx, 554. Maps, illustrations,
tables, notes, suggestions for further reading, index. $40.00.)

This big, gracefully written book comes close to being a defin-
itive history of Shakerism, without entirely supplanting earlier
books on the subject like Edward Deming Andrews’s classic, The
People Called Shakers (1953). Stephen J. Stein presents a carefully
detailed portrait to demonstrate that the popular image of the
Shakers as quaintly innocent chair makers is simplistic: a photo-
graph features a group of twentieth-century Shakers seated in
their new possession, a large automobile. He depicts a people who,
while creating their own distinctive communal world, also related
to American society in general.

A scrupulous scholar, Stein bases his discussion of the forma-
tive years of Shakerism exclusively on the relatively small number
of available contemporary sources in order to separate the truth
from the myths established by later accounts. One result is to di-
minish Ann Lee’s importance as a founder and to enhance that of
James Whittaker. This is the shortest of the book’s five parts, the
others benefitting from the fact that the Shakers, initially suspi-
cious of the written word, eventually created an extensive docu-
mentary record.

Part II gives special emphasis to the development of Shaker
communitarianism and theology and to the westward expansion of
the evolving order, the central figure being Lucy Wright who con-
solidated the influence of women within the movement. A notable
exception to this success was the closing in 1826 of the West Union
community in Indiana as a result of poor health conditions and the
desertion of many of its young members. Part III presents Shaker-
ism at its apogee between 1827 and 1875, a time of prosperity agi-
tated both by spiritualism and conflict within the order. The next
part, relating to the years after 1875, is chiefly a story of decline
marked by the feminization of the society as male membership
dwindled. This period also contained elements of dynamic change
as Shakers responded to a modernizing world. Part V features the



