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the plot, the character(& and/or the narrator. Items had to re- 
flect-and with a certain charm or punch-how life was experi- 
enced and perceived . . . It stands to  reason that many items, 
especially those dealing with language, are closely tied to the Ger- 
man- American experience; others, less parochial, are simply all- 
Hoosier, all-American, all-human” (p. vii). It is true that many of 
these texts are shared by other ethnic groups throughout the 
United States, but as they are presented here, most have a Hoosier 
German flavor. 

Arranged under twenty-seven headings, the selections include, 
among other things, tales of coming to Indiana, of place and per- 
sonal naming, of pioneer preachers and priests, of witches and the 
devil, of other folk beliefs and customs, of children and school days, 
of Civil War days, and of accidents and tragedies, including “The 
German-American Tragedy: World War I.” Along with the folk’s 
own account of their experiences in arriving and living in Indiana, 
there is rich humor in these tales. For example, readers learn that 
one “philosopher” used to say that “his was the kind of luck that 
when soup was served, all he had was a fork” (p. 230) and that 
Franklin Vonnegut, well in his nineties, remained seated in an 
Indianapolis funeral home after attending services for one of his 
few remaining friends. When asked if he were feeling well, Von- 
negut replied, “Oh, yes, I was just wondering whether it’s worth 
the trouble to go home or not” (p. 236). Readers also learn that an 
Indiana University German professor never drank liquor before 
500 p.m. When colleagues visiting his home requested drinks be- 
fore that time, he looked at his pocket watch and observed that “it 
iz actually a bit too early for dat,” but added, “What de heck, it iz 
alreddy pasht five o’clock in Scotland, we might as well” (p. 189). 

With a too brief general introduction and without headnotes 
to  the sections and texts, the editor allows the texts to speak for 
themselves. While it is not necessary to tax theory in a collection 
of texts intended for the general reader, brief historical and com- 
parative headnotes to the sections and/or texts would have made 
the collection more meaningful and useful. 
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Eliza Julia Flower. Letters of an English Gentlewoman: Life on 
the Illinois-Indiana Frontier, 181 7-1861. By Janet R. Walker 
and Richard W. Burkhardt. (Muncie, Ind.: Ball State Univer- 
sity, 1991. Pp. x, 173. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, 
selected bibliography, $11.95.) 
Eliza Julia (Andrews) Flower is perhaps known best as the 

probable agent of the estrangement between George Flower and 
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Morris Birkbeck, founders of the English Settlement in Edwards 
County, Illinois. In this volume she emerges much further, as an 
articulate early example of the stereotypical indomitable English- 
woman surmounting privation at the edge of European civilization. 
Her husband George Flower, on the other hand, comes forth in a 
less positive fashion. 

Most histories of the English Settlement essentially end with 
the death of Birkbeck in 1825, but this book effectively begins 
some years later. Not really a volume of letters, it is instead a 
rendering of Flower family history set against the larger develop- 
ment of the Illinois-Indiana border. The first six chapters use let- 
ters from Eliza to a nephew as texts on the basis of which in- 
formation is spun out on such matters as education, commercial de- 
velopment, domestic life and gender status, and health on the fron- 
tier. The seventh and final chapter, more family-oriented, is 
mainly an account of the last years of this devoted couple, who died 
on the same day in early 1862. 

Eliza had to put up with George Flower’s personal and finan- 
cial involvement with Fanny Wright at  Nashoba, though the au- 
thors point out that Celia Eckhardt’s recent allegation of a ro- 
mance between the two is unprovable. Eliza also had to watch the 
Flowers’ considerable fortune dwindle, not only as a result of 
George’s altruism but also because of his ill-regulated generosity 
to relatives and his improvidence and because of plain bad luck 
and bad management. At one time the Flowers resided in Park 
House near Albion, Illinois, one of the most impressive houses in 
the West, but at the end of their lives they were reduced to hotel- 
keeping at Mt. Vernon, Indiana. 

Eliza Flower gave birth to  fourteen children and raised eight 
to  adulthood, one of whom was murdered by Illinois ruffians. She 
made a home for immigrant English relatives and presided over 
Park House, entertaining its frequent guests. All the while she 
maintained a lively interest in her community and in the larger 
world. Complaining was not in her nature; she seems seldom to 
have regretted her relocation in fronter Illinois, asserting in 1833 
that she liked the backwoods better than any place on earth. 

The authors’ epistolary selections and accompanying prose pro- 
vide the next best thing to a full biography of Eliza Julia Flower. 
Liberal illustrations add further to  this volume, including three 
contemporary drawings of English Settlement scenes by Charles 
Alexandre LeSueur. While one would wish for still more, this new 
light on the later years of the English Settlement and its founders 
is welcome indeed. 
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