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White illustrates, after 1770 the British and American settlers
who invaded the West proceeded “in a direction opposite from that
taken by the French villagers” (p. 341), and although the tribes-
people may have longed for the middle ground of their fathers,
they now were faced with new circumstances which precluded any
accommodation. White describes the ill-fated attempts of the vil-
lagers to form a confederacy during the 1790s and the rise of Te-
cumseh and the Shawnee Prophet as efforts by the Indian -
communities to construct meaningful new patterns of interaction,
but his arguments for the period: after 1770 are less convincing.

Superbly documented, this volume reflects both the breadth
and depth of White’s research. Indeed, the text is buttressed by
lengthy expository footnotes containing discussions of White’s
analysis of both primary and secondary materials. Unfortunately,
however, Cambridge University Press chose not to include a bibli-
ography, and readers who are interested in White’s sources some-
times will be forced to search back through pages of such
documentation before encountering the initial citation.

Scholars may disagree with some of White’s conclusions, but
any historian or anthropologist seriously interested in the tribes of
the Old Northwest will be forced to come to terms with this vol-
ume. It is unquestionably one of the most significant studies of the
Indian people in the Old Northwest to emerge since the advent of
the “new Indian history” and perhaps ranks with Anthony F. C.
Wallace’s The Death and Rebirth of the Seneca (1969) as a land-
mark volume in the ethnohistory of the Great Lakes tribes.
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Social Work and Social Order: The Settlement Movement in Two
Industrial Cities, 1889-1930. By Ruth Hutchinson Crocker.
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1992. Pp. x, 347. Maps,
illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $39.95.)

The progressive era continues to intrigue historians as they
struggle to define the meaning of progressivism. The settlement
movement, in particular, has generated a lively debate. Some his-
torians claim that settlement workers were “spearheads for re-
form” dedicated to a vision of progressive change. Others insist
that middle-class settlement workers tried to control the behavior
and attitudes of their working-class clientele. In Social Work and
Social Order Ruth Hutchinson Crocker argues that settlement
workers in Indiana did both. They struggled to improve the condi-
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FLANNER HoUSE BaABY CLINIC, ABOUT 1918. THE OLD FLANNER HOUSE
BuiLDING ON COLTON STREET WAS SOON ABANDONED FOR BETTER
QUARTERS.

Courtesy Indiana Historical Society Library, Indianapolis.

tions of the urban masses, and they functioned as missionaries for
the “American Way.”

Crocker examines the programs, personnel, and philosophy of
seven settlement houses in Indianapolis and Gary. Settlement
workers in Indiana, she claims, established important social serv-
ice programs for immigrants, African Americans, and white work-
ing-class men and women. In the process they also hoped to
maintain social order. Settlement workers assisted foreigners in
their adjustment to American society but at the same time sought
“to eradicate foreignness” (p. 225). Protestant settlements showed
little respect for the religious and cultural heritage of immigrants
while Catholic settlements tried “to neutralize the proselytizing ef-
forts of the Protestant agencies” (p. 212). Settlement workers also
tried to ease the transition of African-American migrants to the
northern cities. Yet they were careful to maintain the racial status
quo through segregated services. Similarly, settlements catering to
women challenged neither traditional concepts of femininity nor
women’s proper place in society. Instead, the settlement workers’
“vision of reform rested on a greatly enhanced role for motherhood,
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rather than on equality or individualism, on mothers’ duties, not
women’s rights” (p. 217). Company sponsored settlements served
the needs of the working poor but also helped to adapt them to
industrial society in order to enhance their efficiency in the work
force and to prevent challenges to the political and economic sys-
tem.

Social Work and Social Order is a valuable addition to the ex-
isting literature on progressive reform. Crocker’s study offers a
new interpretive paradigm and important insights into what she
calls the “second-tier” settlements that worked in the shadow of
Hull House. Drawing on a variety of primary sources such as let-
ters, newspaper accounts, and settlement reports, Crocker creates
a vivid portrait of settlement work in Indiana. This well-written
book will be of particular interest to labor, social, immigration, and
progressive era historians as well as students of welfare reform,
social work, and Indiana history.
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The Crane naval weapons depot, located in Martin County in
southwestern Indiana, was one of several war production facilities
that were built in Indiana during World War II. (The others in-
cluded a poison gas plant at Newport, a gunpowder plant at
Charlestown, an ordnance plant at Kingsbury, and shipyards at
Evansville and Jeffersonville.) Robert L. Reid and Thomas E.
Rodgers use four chapters to survey the institution’s half century
of history. Chapters one and two deal with the social-economic life
of Martin County prior to the establishment of the Crane naval
weapons depot. Chapter three concerns the depot’s construction, its
wartime role, and its social history during the World War II years.
While covering the subject from 1945 through 1990, chapter four
describes and explains how the depot became a center providing
technological support for modern weaponry.

The authors hold that a “symbiotic” relationship existed be-
tween the Crane facility and its neighbors during its first fifty
years. In short, the institution provided jobs in an area where em-
ployment was traditionally scarce while the people of southwestern
Indiana supplied an efficient and dedicated work force. As their



