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Neither of these stimulating works fully considers what sort of 
historical memory best serves the public. Bodnar’s more tightly 
constructed and cogently written volume provides the superior in- 
troduction, while Kammen’s offers greater anecdotal richness. 
Each suggests in its own fashion how ill-served is a society that 
acquires from its past only congratulatory and comforting images 
of patriotic traditions, heroic elites, and triumphant progress. Thus 
both books deserve a careful reading by all concerned with how 
Americans obtain their understanding of the past and how that 
might be improved. 
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The Bulletin is Back! 

The Indiana Historical Bureau has resumed publication 
of the Indiana History Bulletin. The first issue was mailed in 
February and contains an update of the “Handbook for Historic 
Building Research” originally published in 1976. 

The Bulletin, scheduled for quarterly publication, will 
promote Bureau programs, contain news from state and local 
history organizations, and provide information about educa- 
tional programs and opportunities. A guiding principle of the 
Bulletin is to  promote the value of state and local history. 

The Indiana History Bulletin has a broad complimen- 
tary distribution in Indiana, including public and nonpublic 
school libraries, public and college libraries, and historical 
organizations. 

Individual annual subscriptions are available for $5.00. 
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