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mately 750 A.D. facilitated the growth of a larger, more permanent
population, which in turn resulted in a more stratified society, a
richer ceremonial complex, and an expanded trade network. After
1300 climatic changes and the introduction of northern flint corn
into the region encouraged a population dispersal that caused the
site eventually to be abandoned. Most of the essayists agree that
Cahokia’s influence was focused primarily to the north, and al-
though there is little evidence to suggest that Cahokia sent out
colonists who eventually settled in northern Illinois or the upper
Mississippi valley (with the exception of the Spoon River, Apple
River, and Red Wing sites), Mississippian communities developed
in these regions through indigenous people’s contacts with Cahokia
and the American Bottom. Once established, however, these north-
ern communities probably maintained closer ties among them-
selves than with Cahokia.

This is an important book and will be welcomed by both pro-

fessional historians and general readers who are interested in the
pre-Columbian history of the upper Mississippi valley. Unlike nu-
merous archaeological site reports that delineate, in great detail,
the artifacts discovered at a particular site, the essays in this vol-
ume generally synthesize archaeological data and attempt to place
such information within a historical context. Obviously, some of
the essayists disagree about various facets of Cahokia’s influence
and decline, but their cogent and careful arguments should be of
considerable interest to nonspecialists. Moreover, their focus upon
Cahokia and its influence will be very useful to those professional
historians who wish to further their knowledge of the rich history
of the pre-Columbian United States.
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A Spirited Resistance: The North American Indian Struggle for
Unity, 1745-1815. By Gregory Evans Dowd. (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992. Pp. xxvi, 261. Illustra-
tions, maps, notes, index. $24.95.)

This is a book about Native American religious power—how it
was acquired and how it was used. A little studied and not well
understood phenomenon, Native American religious power, Dowd
argues, underlay the important resistance struggle waged by East-
ern Woodlands Indians from at least the early eighteenth century
until the period of the War of 1812. This resistance movement,
called “nativistic” by Dowd, was a systematic, organized, and the-
oretically informed commitment by Native American religious
leaders to unite all Indians from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of
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Mexico in a concerted, often militant, effort to preserve Indian cul-
tures, lands, and political and economic independence.

The prophets Dowd writes about are well known to scholars.
Neolin, Tenskwatawa, Tecumseh, Handsome Lake, Josiah Francis,
and others, the author claims, drew from a common prophetic her-
itage that linked them across time and space to the mythic past
and informed their efforts to acquire spiritual power. Properly in-
vigorated with ritual and ceremony, such power could be harnessed
to shape the future for the benefit of all Indian people. But the
prophets and their nativist followers met stiff resistance within as
well as outside Indian country. Native people differed in their in-
terpretations of events. Some believed their future was best served
in association with Europeans, not in opposition to them. These
“accommodationists” rejected the nativism of the prophets and
sought power elsewhere.

Dowd finds this history divided into three periods. During the
mid-eighteenth century nativists and accommodationists opposed
each other. In the Revolutionary period they united in alliance
with the British against the Americans, but by the 1790s they
were again at cross purposes. This pattern of factionalism, Dowd
argues, is a significant factor in the ultimate failure of the nativ-
ists to achieve their goals.

Dowd’s contribution lies in his approach. Anthony F. C. Wal-
lace, R. David Edmunds, and other recent scholars have fleshed out
the histories of the prophets Dowd discusses. But Dowd puts them,
and their movements, into a broad context that emphasizes cul-
tural similarity across tribal lines, that links their prophetic vi-
sions and teachings to both the ancient past and to each other, that
stresses Pan-Indianism, and that above all gives life and meaning
to their search for spiritual power. In this Dowd finds a place next
to Joel Martin’s Sacred Revolt, a recently published study of the
early nineteenth-century Creek prophetic movement.

Dowd understands the earlier period better than the later and
the North better than the South, and while his notes attest to the
breadth of his research, they also reveal the gaps in the evidence.
This is nevertheless a fascinating, important, and impressive book.
Dowd has revitalized the discussion of this very significant period
of Native American history.

MicHAEL D. GREEN is associate professor of history, University of Kentucky, Lexing-

ton. He is a student of Creek political and social history and is at work on a book
on the Creeks in Indian Territory in the decades immediately after their removal.

Beautiful Machine: Rivers and the Republican Plan, 1755-1825.
By John Seelye. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.
Pp. xii, 430. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $35.00.)

This evocative work continues John Seelye’s meditations on
rivers and their place in the American culture. Geopolitical imag-
ination is the objective of Seelye’s research—such grand images of



