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he died in 1935 (at his home and conference center in Winona 
Lake, Indiana), he left a legacy still very much alive today, a leg- 
acy that includes the successful revivalism of Billy Graham and 
Jerry Falwell. 
BETTY A. DEBERG is assistant professor of theology, Valparaiso University, Valpa- 
raiso, Indiana. She is the author of Ungodly Women: Gender and the First Wave of 
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Blackcoats among the Delaware: David Zeisberger on the Ohio 
Frontier. By Earl P. Olmstead. (Kent, Ohio: Kent State Uni- 
versity Press, 1991. Pp. xviii, 283. Illustrations, maps, appen- 
dixes, tables, figures, notes, bibliography, index. Clothbound, 
$29.00; paperbound, $17.50.) 

During the 1770s Delaware and Mahican converts to Christi- 
anity, with Moravians whom they called “teachers,” set up several 
mission towns near the Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum 
River in the Ohio Country. The Moravians were German-speaking 
pietists who had undertaken missions in North America ever since 
settling in Pennsylvania in the 1740s. In Blackcoats among the 
Delaware, Earl P. Olmstead describes the establishment of Mora- 
vian mission towns on the Tuscarawas, the first being Schonbrunn, 
which today exists as a partially restored historic site. Olmstead 
does not dwell, however, on the period when the missions flour- 
ished in relative tranquility on the Tuscarawas. Instead, his study 
focuses on the years of disruption during the American Revolution 
and on later decades when the Moravians struggled to rebuild 
their missions. Given the interconnectedness of the life of mission- 
ary David Zeisberger with most of these stages of Moravian mis- 
sion development, the book is as much a narrative of Moravian 
mission work as it is a biography. 

Olmstead devotes a major portion of his story to  the years 
1798-1821, when the Moravians and a group of Indian converts 
reestablished a mission on the Tuscarawas and named it Goshen, 
having abandoned the area during the Revolution. He also briefly 
discusses the White River, Indiana, mission, which operated for a 
short time during this period. Olmstead‘s study reveals why the 
Moravian mission records offer such a rich resource for the history 
of Native Americans and missions. Not only does Olmstead utilize 
the Goshen congregation diary to  describe daily life in the mission 
in detail, but he also garners data from the obituaries of each con- 
vert buried in the Goshen cemetery. The information that he offers 
is tantalizing and calls for even further analysis of topics such as 
the uses of literacy, Indians’ roles as lay assistants, child-rearing 
practices, and adjustments to  mission regulations. 

From reading the missionaries’ diaries and letters, though of- 
ten not in the original German, Olmstead understands important 
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aspects of the Moravians’ worldview and goals. One wishes he had 
also come to  understand the Indians more fully. His descriptions of 
Indians who had left the mission as “apostates” and of Zeisberger 
at one point as “the object of the unpredictable and capricious na- 
ture of the Indian personality” reveal a failure to uncover Indians’ 
own outlooks (pp. 76, 113, 153). Greater attention to the spelling 
of proper names also would have improved the book. 

Olmstead writes with dedication to and enthusiasm for his 
task as one who is immersed in the history of the Tuscarawas re- 
gion. His strength is his ability to draw on this enthusiasm to tell 
an interesting narrative on an aspect of midwestern history that 
has not been adequately studied. 
AMY C. SCHUT~ is managing editor of the History of Education Quarterly and is a 
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Appalachian Frontiers: Settlement, Society, & Development in  the 
Preindustrial Era. Edited by Robert D. Mitchell. (Lexington: 
University Press of Kentucky, 1991. Pp. x, 350. Maps, tables, 
figures, illustration, notes, index. $43.00.) 

This is a fine collection of essays on eighteenth- and nine- 
teenth-century Appalachian history. The essays, many quite short, 
cover a wide variety of topics including economic, social, cultural, 
and political history. Although none of the authors discusses Indi- 
ana, the essays on Kentucky, Ohio, and the Virginia and Carolina 
frontiers might be of use to those interested in the southern back- 
ground of Indiana’s early settlers. 

The collection’s central weakness is the lack of a unifying 
theme. Robert D. Mitchell’s introduction fails to provide a frame- 
work linking these disparate pieces. Also lacking in some of the 
essays is a sense of larger importance. One wonders what the au- 
thor feels he or she has contributed to a wider understanding of 
Appalachian society and history. What one does find is a varied 
collection that explores ethnicity, politics, economics, and settle- 
ment. 

Alan V. Briceland begins the collection by painstakingly re- 
tracing the paths of the seventeenth-century explorers Thomas 
Batts and Robert Fallam. Briceland concludes that the two trav- 
eled much farther into the Virginia backcountry than previously 
believed. Thomas Hatley disputes arguments that characterize 
Cherokee women as passive, detailing the active role women 
played in introducing new plants and animals into their tradi- 
tional agriculture. Sally Schwartz gives a straightforward account 
of the compromises by which colonial Pennsylvanians achieved re- 
ligious toleration. Kenneth W. Keller, Richard K. MacMaster, and 
H. Tyler Blethen and Curtis W. Wood tackle the Celtic thesis of 




